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Culled mostly from the Louisiana and New York

National Guard, a combat engineer task force has

staked out a new bare-bones outpost about an

hour north of Kandahar, Afghanistan, as it

painstakingly constructs a road between

Kandahar and Tarin Kowt, a Taliban stronghold.

Although the outpost hasn’t been attacked yet,

leaders say it’s only a matter of time.

Above: Combat engineers stand guard during a

convoy as mechanics fix a shredded tire.

Left: Construction crews work on a new road

through some of Afghanistan’s most treacherous

territory.
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States

California budget OK’d: Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger signed a $105 billion

California state budget into law, noting
that no new taxes were imposed while bal-
ancing spending with income.

The Republican governor failed to men-
tion that $7 billion in loans and one-time sav-
ings are embedded in the spending plan.

After a nearly one-month deadlock, the
California Legislature gave final approval
on the budget last week. Although Demo-
crats and Republicans found much to com-
plain about in the spending plan, they large-
ly agreed in the end that it represented a
good compromise.

Missing Utah woman: Authorities investi-
gating the case of a missing woman were
surprised by her relatives’ announcement
that new information from her husband had
prompted them to tell volunteers to stop
searching for her.

The statement released late Saturday by
the families of Mark and Lori Hacking did
not say what Mark Hacking had told them.

Lori Hacking, 27, has been missing since
July 19, when Mark Hacking told authori-
ties that she failed to return from an early
morning jog.

Scott Peterson trial: Two judges reached
a decision on whether public funds will be
used to subsidize Scott Peterson’s defense
in his murder trial, but the ruling remains
confidential, a newspaper reported Satur-
day.

Peterson’s lawyer, Mark Geragos, and
court officials cited state confidentiality
laws when declining to comment, according
to The Modesto Bee.

California law allows indigent defendants
in capital cases to seek public money to pay
investigators and expert witnesses. The de-
cision on the request for public funding by
Peterson’s lawyers was made in Stanislaus
County on Friday, the Bee reported.

Peterson is accused of killing his preg-
nant wife, Laci, and dumping her body into
San Francisco Bay.

World

War crimes suspects in hiding: A promi-
nent ally of former President Slobodan
Milosevic urged war crimes suspects Sun-
day to resist appeals to surrender to the
U.N. war crimes tribunal.

Alleging that the U.N. court is biased
against Serbs, Aleksandar Vucic, the secre-
tary-general of the Serbian Radical Party,
called on Serb fugitives to remain in hiding
rather than face the “unfair and inhuman
treatment” received by the party’s leader,
Vojislav Seselj, who surrendered to The
Hague, Netherlands-based court in Febru-
ary 2003.

Former Bosnia Serb military commander
Gen. Ratko Mladic is believed to be hiding
in Serbia along with 14 of 22 fugitives still
sought by the U.N. court.

Serbian municipal elections set: Serbia’s
parliament speaker on Sunday scheduled
municipal elections for Sept. 19, setting the
stage for a key popularity test for Prime
Minister Vojislav Kostunica’s government.

The popularity of Kostunica’s Cabinet —
which depends on the support of former
President Slobodan Milosevic’s Socialist
Party in the republic’s parliament — has
steadily declined since it took office after
December general elections.

Belgium gas explosion: Authorities said
Sunday two people badly burned in a mas-
sive gasline explosion last week died of
their injuries, taking the death toll in one of
Belgium’s worst industrial accidents from
16 to 18.

About 120 people were hurt in the blast
Friday in an industrial area just outside the
village of Ghislenghien, about 20 miles
southeast of Brussels. The cause is under in-
vestigation.

Ex-Gitmo detainees still behind bars: A
judge ordered four Frenchmen, returned to
France after more than two years at the U.S.
military prison in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba,
to be kept in jail, judicial officials said Sun-
day.

The four — Mourad Benchellali, Imad Ka-
nouni, Nizar Sassi and Brahim Yadel —
were handed to French authorities Tuesday.

Authorities here struggled for months to
secure their release and are still negotiating
the return of three other Frenchmen held at
the lockup in Cuba.

On Sunday, a judge ordered the four sus-
pects jailed provisionally in France — a deci-
sion defense lawyers plan to challenge.

Pakistan assassination attempt: An inves-
tigation into the failed assassination attempt
against Pakistan’s prime minister-designate
has made headway and several arrests have
been made, a government minister and
other officials said Sunday.

Tatters of clothing believed worn by the
bomber in Friday’s attack on Shaukat Aziz
have been found at the scene of the blast,

along with the man’s head, a senior official
said on condition of anonymity.

South Asia flooding: Thousands of chil-
dren in flood-devastated Bangladesh are suf-
fering from hunger and disease due to a
lack of basic food and medicine, doctors and
relief agencies said, as the death toll from
monsoon rains in the region topped 1,500.

Volunteer agencies and relief officials,
who are distributing food, drinking water
and medicine here, complain there is not
enough milk formula or cereals to feed in-
fants, and say a shortage of oral saline solu-
tion to rehydrate those suffering from diar-
rhea is hampering treatment efforts.

Iran’s nuclear ambitions: Iran on Sunday
said it will continue to pursue acquiring nu-
clear energy and would not succumb to pres-
sure or accept any conditions.

Government spokesman Hamid Reza
Asefi, speaking to reporters, said Iran con-
tinues to talk to Britain, France and Germa-
ny on the use of nuclear energy.

Iranian officials have been holding talks
in Paris with the European powers since
Thursday to try to reach a consensus on Te-
hran’s nuclear program.

The talks in Paris prepare the ground for
a September meeting of the board of gover-
nors of the IAEA, which is expected to dis-
cuss Iran’s program.

War on Terror

Iraq-Iran relations: Iranian Foreign Minis-
ter Kamal Kharrazi rejected Saturday the al-
legation his country is undermining securi-
ty in Iraq.

Earlier this month, Iraqi Defense Minis-
ter Hazem Shaalan said Iran was Iraq’s
“first enemy” because it was playing a role
in the insurgency. Iraqi Prime Minister
Ayad Allawi later distanced his government
from the remark.

Photo and stories from The Associated Press

Wildfires: A truck passes by flames fanned by the wind from a wildfire near Thorp Prairie

Road east of Cle Elum, Wash. Authorities said the blaze appears to be the work of an arson-

ist who has set 10 other fires in central Washington in the past two months. About 100

homes remained evacuated Saturday evening.
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BY OMAR SINAN

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — A series of coor-
dinated explosions rocked five
churches across Baghdad and the
northern city of Mosul on Sunday,
killing at least two people and in-
juring 38 others in the first at-
tacks targeting the country’s
Christian minority in a violent
15-month insurgency.

Two explosions just minutes
apart shook separate Baghdad
churches in a largely Christian
neighborhood during Sunday
evening services, followed short-
ly by two more explosions at
churches in other areas of the cap-
ital. A car bomb and grenade at-
tack hit a church in Mosul at
roughly the same time, Iraqi offi-
cials said.

Many of the country’s Chris-
tians had become increasingly
concerned about the rising Islam-
ic fundamentalism here and
some had fled to neighboring
countrys to wait until the security
and political situation became
more calm.

“What are the Muslims doing?
Does this mean that they want us
out?” asked Brother Louis, a dea-
con at the Our Lady of Salvation,
as he cried outside the Assyrian
Catholic church. “Those people
who commit these awful criminal
acts have nothing to do with God.
They will go to hell.”

U.S. military officials in Bagh-
dad’s Karada neighborhood,
where the first two churches
were bombed, said they found a
third bomb in front of another

church that had not exploded.
Karada is home to many of the
city’s Christians and many of its
churches.

“We were in the Mass and sud-
denly we heard a big boom, and I
couldn’t feel my body anymore, I
didn’t feel anything,” said Mar-
wan Saqiq, who was covered in

blood. “I saw people taking me
out with the wood and glass shat-
tered everywhere.”

U.S. military officials said at
least one and possibly both of the
blasts appeared to have come
from booby trapped cars.

The explosions in Baghdad
killed one person and wounded

27 others, according to the Health
Ministry. The blasts in Mosul
killed one and wounded 11, said
police Maj. Fawaz Fanaan.

In Mosul, about 220 miles north
of Baghdad, a car bomb blew up
next to a Catholic church while
worshippers were coming out of
Mass, police Maj. Raed Abdel

Basit said. Several rocket-pro-
pelled grenades were launched at
the church, Bowman said.

The bomb, inside a white Toyo-
ta, blew up about 7 p.m. just yards
from the church, said Ghaleb
Wadeea, 50-year-old engineer
who lives next door. Debris from
the exploded car were scattered
about the site, with some hanging
off a nearby electricity pylon.

A bridge in Mosul was also hit,
Bowman said.

Interior Ministry spokesman
Sabah Kadhim said a total of four
churches were hit in Baghdad —
two in Karada, one in the Dora
neighborhood and one in New
Baghdad.

The first blast in Baghdad hit
outside an Armenian church just
15 minutes into the evening ser-
vice, witnesses said. The second
blast hit the Assyrian Catholic
church about 500 yards away.

The Vatican expressed worry
Sunday over a series of explo-
sions targeting Christian church-
es in Iraq.

“It’s terrible and worrisome be-
cause it’s the first time in Iraq
that Christian churches have
been targeted,” said a Vatican
spokesman, the Rev. Ciro Bene-
dettini.

The attacks are “ever more wor-
risome because the Catholic
Church has always been on the
front line in the commitment for
peace and solidarity toward all,”
Benedettini said. “It appears that
there’s the desire to increase ten-
sion, trying to involve all social
groups, including the churches.”

Pope John Paul II was a
staunch opponent of preventive
war against Iraq.

BY TODD PITMAN

The Associated Press

The campaign of violence waged by insurgents
since the fall of Saddam Hussein has not waned, de-
spite last month’s transfer of sovereignty from the
U.S. occupation authority.

In Fallujah, U.S. forces briefly entered the edge of
the city overnight in fighting that shook the area
with huge explosions.

Marines were firing tanks at insurgents who had
opened fire on them with mortars, machine guns
and rocket-propelled grenades, the military said.

Coalition aircraft also dropped guided bombs on a
building in an industrial zone from which gunmen
were firing, the military said.

At least 12 people were killed and 39 wounded in
the fighting, a Health Ministry official said on condi-
tion of anonymity. The U.S. military said it had
killed 10 assailants during the clashes.

Meanwhile, a tribal leader mediating with kidnap-
pers for the release of seven kidnapped truck drivers
said talks had hit a dead end, denying claims by the
Kenyan government that the men had been freed.

“The two sides were unable to reach an agree-
ment, I don’t know what’s going to happen now,”
said Sheik Hisham al-Dulaimi. He said there was no
longer contact with the hostage-takers. The captives
“have not been released,” he said.

The three Kenyans, three Indians and one Egyp-
tian have been held since July 21, and their kidnap-
pers — calling themselves “The Holders of the
Black Banners” — have threatened to kill them un-
less the Kuwaiti company that employs them with-
draws from Iraq.

The company, Kuwait and Gulf Link Transport
Co., had been working with al-Dulaimi to win the
hostages’ release. Al-Dulaimi did not give details on
the breakdown in talks.

Two Turkish companies said Sunday they might
stop doing business in Iraq in order to secure the re-

lease of two Turkish truck drivers whose abduction
was announced in a videotape broadcast on
Al-Jazeera television Saturday.

Also on Sunday, a roadside bomb hit a 1st Infantry
Division patrol in Samarra, a hotbed of violence 60
miles northwest of Baghdad, killing a U.S. soldier
and wounding two others.

AP

U.S. soldiers and Iraqis gather Sunday at the scene of car bombing at a church in Mosul, Iraq. A series of

coordinated explosions rocked churches across Baghdad and Mosul on Sunday, killing at least two people

and injuring about 60 others in the first attacks targeting the country’s Christian minority since the

15-month violent insurgency began.

Powell urges Poland
to maintain Iraq help

The Associated Press

As of Friday, 909 U.S. servicemembers have
died since the beginning of military operations in
Iraq in March 2003, according to the Defense De-
partment. Of those, 674 died as a result of hostile
action and 235 died of nonhostile causes. The de-
partment did not provide an update Saturday.

The British military has reported 60 deaths;
Italy, 18; Spain, eight; Poland, seven; Bulgaria, six;
Ukraine, four; Slovakia, three; Thailand, two; Den-
mark, El Salvador, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia and
the Netherlands have reported one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when President Bush de-
clared that major combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 771 U.S. servicemembers have died —
565 as a result of hostile action and 206 of nonhos-
tile causes, according to the Defense Department
as of Saturday.

The latest deaths reported by U.S. Central Com-
mand:

� No deaths reported.
The latest identifications reported by the De-

fense Department:
� Marine Gunnery Sgt. Shawn A. Lane, 33,

Corning, N.Y.; died Wednesday in an attack in
Anbar province; assigned to Headquarters Battal-
ion, 1st Marine Division, I Marine Expeditionary
Force, Camp Pendleton, Calif.

Heavy fighting shakes Fallujah

The Associated Press

WARSAW, Poland — Poland
reaffirmed Sunday during a
visit by Secretary of State Colin
Powell that it intends to reduce
its troop presence in Iraq once
security there improves.

Powell, in Warsaw for ceremo-
nies marking the 60th anniversa-
ry of the anti-Nazi Warsaw Up-
rising, expressed sorrow for Pol-
ish losses in Iraq but argued
that international help is still
needed to quash the insurgency
and rebuild Iraq.

“Freedom costs lives,” Powell
said, after expressing U.S. con-
dolences for the death of a Pol-
ish soldier in Iraq last week.

“But freedom is important.
We must now stand with the peo-
ple of Iraq as they try to build a
better life for themselves.”

Poland commands a multina-
tional mission in south-central
Iraq that has shrunk in size
from 9,500 troops to about 6,200
as Spain, Philippines and other
countries have brought troops
home in response to domestic
opposition to the occupation.

The Defense Ministry said
last month it would cut its troop
levels from about 2,400 to be-
tween 1,000 and 1,500 in Janu-
ary.

On Sunday, Foreign Minister
Wlodzimierz Cimoszewicz said
after talks with Powell that the
reduction could begin after Iraq
holds elections.

“We believe the political pro-
cess going on in Iraq will result
in stronger security in this coun-
try,” Cimoszewicz told a joint
news conference. “We believe
that that opens the possibility to
reduce our military personnel.”

But he added, “We under-
stand very well our co-responsi-
bility in the success of the coali-
tion.”

Powell expressed admiration
for the love of freedom that Pol-
ish fighters — most of them civil-
ians — showed during the 1944
uprising, and urged leaders to
channel that spirit into continu-
ing to help in Iraq.

“Twenty-five million people
have been freed from tyranny
and dictatorship has been over-
thrown,” Powell said. “The Iraq
people are looking to the interna-
tional community to give them
support now.”

Explosions target Iraq Christian churches

U.S. deaths in Iraq
See related story
on Page 10
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BY JON R. ANDERSON

Stars and Stripes

FORWARD OPERATING
BASE TIGER, Afghanistan —
The road from Kandahar to Tarin
Kowt snakes its way through Af-
ghanistan’s southern badlands
like a desert viper — long, dusty
and dangerous.

A small contingent of soldiers,
however, has come to tame the
snake.

Culled mostly from the Louisi-
ana and New York National
Guard, a combat engineer task
force has staked out a new
bare-bones outpost about an hour
north of Kanda-
har. Afghan
crews already
have started
building the
two-lane high-
way that will
mark the first
leg out of Kan-
dahar. The
Guardsmen will
take it the rest
of the way.

At places little more than a goat
trail, the tire-shredding, bone-jar-
ring 75-mile stretch of road is cur-
rently a full day’s marathon in
only the most hardy four-wheel
drive vehicle.

Ranging over narrow,
mile-high mountain passes,
through ancient medieval villag-
es and across
rocky desert
moonscapes
covered in inch-
es of thick dust,
the road runs
through territo-
ry that is treach-
erous in more
ways than one.

When the
United States in-
vaded Afghani-
stan three years
ago and put
Kandahar
under siege,
most of the Tali-
ban’s top lead-
ers fled to Tarin
Kowt.

The remote
capital of the Uruzgan province,
Tarin Kowt is the birthplace of
Mullah Omar, the regime’s found-
ing leader. The village and its sur-
rounding mountains are also
among the places U.S. intelli-
gence suspect Osama bin Laden
may be hiding.

Harsh frontiers

U.S. military leaders still open-
ly cede the area as a Taliban
stronghold.

A few hundred National Guard
engineers will now build a road
straight into the Taliban heart-
land.

“We’re going through some
pretty rough country,” said
project manager Capt. Chuck
Hudson, from his new command
post scratched out of the desert
floor earlier this month and
dubbed Forward Operating Base
Tiger.

With the bulk of the task force

coming from the Louisiana Na-
tional Guard’s 528th Combat En-
gineer Battalion, FOB Tiger is
named in honor of the Louisiana
State University mascot.

The Spartan camp offers few
comforts: no phones, e-mail or air
conditioning, and showers only
run when the 100-gallon water
tank has been filled.

Although the outpost hasn’t
been attacked yet, leaders say it’s
only a matter of time.

“We’ll probably jump the FOB
six or seven times,” said Hudson
of the camp that will follow the
construction. And with each
jump, they’ll move deeper into

Taliban territo-
ry.

That’s why
combat engi-
neers got this
job, Hudson
said..

Where civilian
aid groups have
been putting in
most of Afghani-
stan’s new roads,
this is an area

few dare tread.
“No one else will do it,” Hudson

said.
Officials hope the road will

bring new stability to the region.
“How did the Romans tame the

empire?” asked Col. Richard Ped-
ersen, commander of the 25th In-
fantry Division’s 3rd Brigade and

Task Force Bron-
co, which over-
sees Afghani-
stan’s southern
front.

“Roads.”
Just as those

roads allowed
quicker supply
and reinforce-
ment of legion-
naire outposts,
they also ushered
in improved
trade routes. Ped-
ersen said this
road should help
Afghanistan’s
central govern-
ment extend its
influence while

offering new economic opportuni-
ties for those who live there.

“Roads are the key,” Pedersen
said. “And this one is pretty damn
important.”

Once completed by the end of
next year, assuming the project
proceeds as planned, the new
highway will cut the drive be-
tween the two cities from 12
hours to less than three.

‘Bring ’em on’

Black-clad local Afghan militia
forces, a contingent of Hum-
vee-mounted scouts and OH-58
Kiowa Warrior helicopters from
the 25th ID’s 3rd Squadron, 4th
Cavalry Regiment have been en-
listed to help provide security.
The troops say they are prepared
for what could be a running gun
battle as construction moves
north.

“You’re always nervous, any
way you look at it,” said Staff Sgt.

Paul Vance, a heavy equipment
operator. In addition to the lurk-
ing Taliban fighters who have
been increasingly harassing con-
voys and patrols in the area, he
worried the militia units provid-
ing security could just as easily
have turned in black Taliban tur-
bans for the black ball caps they
now wear.

“You don’t really know where
their loyalties are,” he said. Re-
gardless, he added, “the bad guys
are out there — somewhere.”

Still, “it’s a job, someone’s gotta
do it.”

Others said they’d welcome a
fight.

“Bring ’em on,” said task force
civil engineer Capt. Stephen
Harper, as a team of his survey-
ors, Cpl. Jarrod McNeal and Staff
Sgt. James Dearman, plot out the
first stretch of highway in wither-
ing, early-morning heat last
week.

“We can take whatever they
want to try and dish out,” he said.

Two-front war

The real fight, said Harper, a
Rockwell, Texas, construction
manager in civilian life, will be
one of logistics.

“Our single biggest challenge is
going to be water,” he said. “You
can’t build a road without water,
lots of water.”

It can be hard to find during
southern Afghanistan’s blistering
summer months where tempera-
tures routinely top 100 degrees.

For a project this size, crews
need to spray 40,000 gallons of
water a day to allow base materi-
als to compact properly under
heavy, earth-rattling rollers.

Planners had thought a reser-
voir from a nearby dam would
provide an ample supply. But that
was before the summer drought
drained most of it.

While teams are exploring
ways to tap what’s left without
bogging tankers down in the mud-
flats, Afghan drillers have been
contracted to try and bore into un-
derground aquifers.

Meanwhile, the Guardsmen are
battling on a second logistics front.

“Our equipment has been here
since May 2002,” Harper said.
“And most of it was antiquated be-
fore it ever got here.” He knows be-
cause he brought over most of it
during his first deployment to Af-
ghanistan.

The 80 bulldozers, scrapers,
graders, dump trucks and other
heavy equipment critical for
project “have been eaten up over
here.”

Parts, he said, can take weeks to
arrive. “And if that’s for a piece of
prime equipment, that’s a long
time to wait,” he said.

“Tires are becoming a huge
deal,” he added. No fewer than
five tires blew out in a single day
of construction last week.

“We’ll solve these problems,”
brigade commander Pedersen
told the engineers during a visit to
the construction site last week.

The road will go through, he
promised. The viper will be
tamed.

E-mail Jon R. Anderson at:

andersonj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

JON R. ANDERSON/Stars and Stripes

A contingent of combat engineers from the New York National Guard have staked an American flag with

the names each victim killed in the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks written on it at a new road-building outpost

deep inside the Taliban heartland in Afghanistan.

Afghan road-building takes troops into danger

FORWARD OPERATING BASE TIGER, Af-
ghanistan — On Sept. 11, 2001, Sgt. 1st Class Ar-
mando Lopez led a small contingent of New York
National Guardsmen into Manhattan’s ground
zero within hours of the attack.

To this day, the New York City native and volun-
teer firefighter carries pictures of three friends
who died in the carnage.

“Never in a million years,” Lopez said, did he
imagine he’d one day find himself helping build a
road from the city where Osama bin Laden likely
hatched his plans to the village where he may now
be hiding.

Part of a new combat engineer task force, the
204th Combat Engineer New York National
Guardsmen are helping put down a new two-lane
road from Kandahar to Tarin Kowt, a super high-
way by Afghanistan standards through the heart-
land of the Taliban movement.

“It feels a little like we were meant to come
here,” Lopez said. “They wanted to get rid of us,
but now we’re here to get rid of them.”

To make that plain, Lopez planted a U.S. flag
atop a machine gun bunker at their austere con-
struction camp with the names of the nearly 3,000

victims of Sept. 11 written into the red stripes of
the American banner.

“The flag is there not to say ‘hello,’ ” Lopez said,
“but to say ‘goodbye’ to the Taliban.”

Sgt. Ken Rose, who pulled security around the
Twin Towers rubble, said the whole experience is
surreal.

“It’s definitely weird,” said the truck driver
from Pennsylvania, leaning into the shady side his
big rig water truck. “This is the last thing I ever ex-
pected to be doing. I never thought I’d be here,
much less building a road.”

For Staff Sgt. Paul Vance, this is his fourth com-
bat stint — the fifth if you count his tour at ground
zero.

He just hopes this tour isn’t a repeat of his expe-
rience in Somalia where he built miles of new road
so aid convoys could push out beyond the main cit-
ies. Until, that is, a firefight left scores of U.S. Rang-
ers and Delta commandoes dead and wounded and
the United States reversed course and pulled out
of the country.

“We just handed those roads over to the war-
lords,” he said. “It was all for nothing. I just hope
we don’t do the same thing here.”

— Jon Anderson

Staff Sgt. Paul Vance

Planting a message to the Taliban

Guardsmen taming tracks from
Kandahar to Taliban stronghold
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Once feared beheaded, Marine goes on leave

Abizaid
meets with
Pakistan
president

U.S. soldiers direct restoration of electricity and train service

BY MARK THIESSEN

The Associated Press

WEST JORDAN, Utah — An Arab-Ameri-
can Marine once feared beheaded by terror-
ists in Iraq arrived at his brother’s house after
being granted military leave.

A family member moving cars in a drive-
way said Saturday evening that Cpl. Wassef
Ali Hassoun had arrived. Television footage
showed Hassoun slipping into a side door at
his brother’s suburban house.

Hassoun was not making an appearance for
reporters waiting outside the house of his
brother, Mohamad Hassoun. The family mem-
ber, who refused to give his name, said the
family would be making no statement, al-
though family spokesman Tarek Nosseir said
a statement was possible Sunday.

Hassoun, 24, has been under a cloud of sus-

picion since failing to report for duty June 20.
Videotape surfaced showing him apparently
kidnapped, blindfolded with a sword hanging
over his head.

He later turned up at the U.S. Embassy in
Beirut. It remains unclear how he traveled
from Iraq to Lebanon, where he was born and
still has relatives.

He has denied that he was a deserter.

Hassoun had been at Camp Lejeune, N.C.,
since July 20 undergoing what the military
calls a “repatriation process.” The Naval
Criminal Investigative Service has been look-
ing into Hassoun’s disappearance from his
base near Fallujah, Iraq.

“Cpl. Hassoun has gone on leave,” 1st Lt.
Clark D. Carpenter, a Camp Lejeune spokes-
man, said Saturday. “That’s a standard part of
the repatriation process.”

Carpenter would not give details, but The
Salt Lake Tribune reported that Hassoun had
started a 30-day convalescent leave.

Hassoun will be joined in Utah by his par-
ents and new bride, who are making arrange-
ments to leave Tripoli, Lebanon — the Has-
soun family’s traditional home — sometime
next week.

While in West Jordan, near Salt Lake City,
Hassoun hopes to relax, eat out and catch up
with relatives, said a man at Mohamad Has-
soun’s home who identified himself as a fami-
ly member but would not give his name.

Relatives worry, however, that Hassoun’s
presence will signal a return of the media
horde that camped outside the family home
for weeks after his disappearance.

The family reportedly had contacted police
for protection, but West Jordan police Capt.
Gary Cox said Saturday through a spokeswom-
an that he was unaware of such a request.Cpl. Wassef Ali Hassoun

The Associated Press

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — Gen.
John Abizaid, the leader of U.S.
Central Command, held talks
with Pakistan’s president on Sat-
urday to discuss security matters
and cooperation in the war
against terrorism, the state-run
news agency reported.

President Gen. Pervez Mushar-
raf and Abizaid, who arrived in
Pakistan on Friday, also dis-
cussed the regional and interna-
tional situation “with particular
reference to Afghanistan,” the As-
sociated Press of Pakistan said.

They met in Rawalpindi, a gar-
rison city near the capital, Islama-
bad.

The Central Command over-
sees U.S. forces in the Middle
East, Central Asia and the Horn
of Africa.

Abizaid also met with Vice
Chief of the Army Staff Gen. Mo-
hammed Yusaf and other senior
Pakistani military commanders,
the news agency reported, with-
out giving any other details.

Engineers take on powerful role in Iraq
BY RICK EMERT

Stars and Stripes

FORWARD OPERATING BASE DAN-
GER, Iraq — For staff members from the
1st Infantry Division Engineer Brigade,
working in Iraq comes down to power: who
has it and for how long.

Right now, the fledging nation doesn’t
have enough.

During the summer’s sweltering heat,
power, specifically electricity, is a primary
concern for Iraqis, said Lt. Col. Courtney
Paul, Engineer Brigade executive officer.

“We provide enough power for this re-
gion, and export about 60 percent to Bagh-
dad,” Paul said. “We provide about 35 per-
cent of Baghdad’s power.”

Although power outages are the source
of many complaints from Iraqis, Paul said,
people are getting more power than they
ever did under Saddam Hussein’s reign.

However, since Iraqis have gained more
freedoms, they are buying air conditioners
and other large appliances in numbers
never seen before.

“If we ever want to meet the demand, we
have to lower the usage,” Paul said. Engi-
neers have launched informational cam-
paigns to get Iraqis to start practicing ener-
gy conservation. In Kirkuk, residents are
paying a minimal fee based on the amount
of power they use.

“It’s something we’re trying,” Paul said.
“That is a sure way to have people slow
down on the amount of power they use.”

Currently Iraqis are going 12 hours with
power and 12 hours without, said Capt.
David Unger, the brigade's coordinator for
the Ministry of Electricity. Three to four
months ago, most Iraqis had only six to
eight hours of power per 24-hour period,
he said.

The controlled power outages are a
major source of complaints in Baghdad,
where residents rarely were without be-
fore last year’s fighting began.

“Before the war, Baghdad had power 24
hours a day,” Unger said. “Others had only
maybe four hours. Now there is equal shar-
ing of power everywhere in Iraq.”

Unger estimated that in about two years

the electricity situation would stabilize
with no forced power outages. He expects
Iraqis to have 14 hours on and 10 hours off
by the fall.

While electricity is a major concern for
Iraqis, it’s not the only area in which the en-
gineers are making improvements.

Capt. Jeffrey Holt is working with the
Ministry of Transportation to improve the
nation’s railway system.

“I ensure the problems with the Iraqi Re-
public Railway are addressed,” Holt said.
“We’re working to get the rail line back
up.”

The railway is of major importance to
the city of Kirkuk, which would benefit
highly from the railway in exporting its oil
by-products like sulfur, and grain that is
harvested in the region, Holt said.

Email Rick Emert at: Emertr@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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BY ABDULLAH AL-SHIHRI

The Associated Press

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — Saudi Foreign
Minister Prince Saud al-Faisal said Sun-
day that any Muslim and Arab forces sent
to Iraq must be a replacement of coalition
troops there.

Saud, speaking at a news conference in
the Red Sea port city of Jiddah, said Iraq
must request such a force “with the full
and clear support of the Iraqi people.”

He said this force would operate under
the umbrella of the United Nations and
“will replace the coalition troops currently
in Iraq, and not be in addition to it.”

His comments came after he met Arab
League Secretary-General Amr Moussa to
discuss a Saudi proposal to send Arab and
Muslim troops to Iraq.

Saud said the kingdom had contacted a
number of countries interested in the situa-
tion in Iraq “and these contacts resulted in
laying the framework through which send-
ing troops to Iraq could be discussed.”

“It was confirmed to us that the Iraqi gov-
ernment, with the full and clear support of
the Iraqi people, must request” sending
troops, he said.

“The kingdom’s wish, in the first place,
is to find a way to accelerate the withdraw-
al of coalition troops from Iraq. I hope this
issue is taken seriously,” he said.

He said Saudi officials held discussions
with the interim Iraqi government, the
United Nations secretary-general and the

American administration “and we asked
them to study these requirements.”

“These thoughts were discussed with
Secretary of State Colin Powell,” he said,
adding that the proposal to send Muslim
troops to Iraq originated from Malaysia.

Powell was in the kingdom last week and

also met there with Iraqi Prime Minister
Ayad Allawi, who urged Arab and Muslim
nations to send troops.

“The troops from Arab and Muslim na-
tions sent to Iraq will not be similar to the
current troops. They don’t come as invad-
ers or occupiers. They will go there to help
the Iraqi people,” Saud said.

On Wednesday, Saud said there had
been preliminary discussions about the
possibility of forming a Muslim force and
deploying it in Iraq to supplement the
U.S.-led coalition.

Many Arab and Muslim countries have
indicated they would be willing to get more
involved in Iraq if they could do so under a
U.N. umbrella, rather than a perceived
American one. They fear that sending
troops to Iraq may anger their citizens,
many of whom are hostile toward the Unit-
ed States and what is seen as Iraq’s
U.S.-backed government.

Under the Saudi proposal, Arab and Mus-
lim countries that do not border Iraq would
be invited to contribute. Iraq believes in-
volvement in its security by its immediate
neighbors could ultimately lead to political
conflicts with them.

Iraqi girl seeks U.S. asylum following threats

AP

Spc. Maureen Peltier, of Renton, Wash., left, is hugged by her son Michael Aspen after she and members

of the Washington National Guard’s 1161 Transportation Company arrive at Camp Murray, Wash., early

Saturday. The National Guard unit served 15 of its 18 months of activation in Iraq, where they completed

nearly 14,000 missions and drove more than 1,000,000 miles.

Germany says U.S. election won’t change stance on Iraq

BERLIN — Germany will stick to its refusal to send troops to Iraq regardless of who
wins this year’s U.S. presidential election, a senior German official said in an inter-
view published Saturday.

Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder vehemently opposed last year’s U.S.-led war, strain-
ing relations with the administration of President Bush. Officials repeatedly have said
that Berlin won’t deploy troops in Iraq, although it has been helping with humanitari-
an aid and training a new Iraqi police force.

Bangladesh will not help with Muslim force, reports say

DHAKA, Bangladesh — Bangladesh will not contribute troops to a Muslim security
force proposed by Saudi Arabia to help restore stability in Iraq, media reports said Sun-
day.

“We have said time and again that we will not send our troops [to Iraq] unless under
the command of the United Nations,” the New Age newspaper quoted an unnamed for-
eign ministry spokesman as saying.

From The Associated Press

U.S. lawyer to file suit
for 33 Gitmo detainees

Happy homecoming

BY HOPE YEN

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A
15-year-old Iraqi girl who came
to America for medical treatment
is seeking political asylum, claim-
ing persecution at home because
her family cooperated with the
U.S. military.

The petition, under review by
Citizenship and Immigration Ser-
vices, seeks reprieve for the girl
and her mother, who asked not to
be identified for fear of retalia-
tion against other family mem-
bers still in Baghdad. Several of
them have been shot at and one
was killed, according to the peti-
tion.

The case, which is expected to
be decided Tuesday, is believed
to be among the first U.S. instanc-
es of an Iraqi seeking political asy-
lum. A victory could open the
door for other Iraqis in the United
States who claim persecution for
reasons other than race, religion
or political opinion.

“Here, it’s just their association
with the U.S. military that’s caus-
ing the problems,” said Jeff Sulli-
van, a Washington lawyer at
Foley & Lardner who is represent-
ing the mother and daughter.
“Something has to be done.”

The girl began having pains
last year from a growth in her cer-

vix that was later determined to
be cancerous, the petition states.
But after consulting 27 Iraqi doc-
tors, none said they could provide
the appropriate treatment. Final-
ly, the mother approached U.S.
Army doctors in Baghdad, who ar-
ranged for treatment at Walter
Reed Medical Center in Washing-
ton, D.C.

The girl received successful
treatment last fall, and is expect-
ed to fully recover. But after she
and her mother left Baghdad, fam-
ily members began receiving
death threats from insurgents
who resented the girl’s special at-
tention from U.S. troops, the peti-
tion states, citing sworn affidavits
from Army officers.

Saudi foreign minister says Muslim, Arab forces will go to Iraq only if under U.N., supported by Iraqis

BY ADNAN MALIK

The Associated Press

MANAMA, Bahrain — A
U.S.-based human rights lawyer
has left Bahrain with authoriza-
tion from their families to file suit
on behalf of 33 Arabs he believes
are unjustly detained at Guantan-
amo Bay.

In what he calls an “emotional-
ly draining experience,” Clive
Stafford-Smith spent a week in an
office at the Bahrain Center for
Human Rights meeting with the
relatives of terror suspects de-
tained without charge for more
than two years by the United
States at its military base in Guan-
tanamo Bay, Cuba.
Stafford-Smith left Bahrain on
Sunday.

Stafford-Smith’s New Or-
leans-based human rights group,
Justice in Exile, began filing law-
suits after the Supreme Court
ruled June 28 that the Guantana-
mo detainees have a right to chal-
lenge their detention in civilian
courts. The U.S. Defense Depart-
ment had maintained the nearly
600 detainees could be deprived
of normal legal rights because
they were an exceptional security
threat.

“We have received an over-
whelming response here and, like
most people, they are desperate
to help their loved ones,”
Stafford-Smith said Saturday.
“Some broke down in tears as
they provided details about their
loved ones.”

Some 50 relatives came to see
him, from as far as Libya and
Syria. He finished with a portfolio
that authorizes his New Or-
leans-based human rights group,
Justice in Exile, to represent 19
Saudi detainees, six Bahrainis,

three Jordanians, two Libyans
and a detainee each from Qatar,
Syria and Yemen.

Justice in Exile, which is offer-
ing free legal assistance to the
families of detainees, plans to file
lawsuits in a U.S. federal court to
try to win the detainees’ release.
The group has already filed suits
on behalf of 80 detainees in a fed-
eral court in Washington, he said.

Stafford-Smith said the U.S.
government has made it difficult
to trace detainees’ families.

“The U.S. government keeps
the names (of the detainees) se-
cret and yet they tell us that we
can’t represent them (detainees)
until we get permission from
their family members,”
Stafford-Smith said.

“It’s like Alice in Wonderland.”

“We are up against the might of
the American government, and
we need all the help we can get,”
he said.

Stafford-Smith said the Bahr-
ain Center for Human Rights will
be the regional center for assist-
ing detainees’ families from Af-
ghanistan to Algeria.

Families could not be reached
for comment. But Nabeel Rajab,
president of the Bahraini group,
said they were very optimistic
after meeting Stafford-Smith.

“They see this as a ray of hope
for their imprisoned relatives,”
Rajab said.

Bahrain sent a delegation in
May 2002 to identify Bahrainis de-
tained at Guantanamo and assess
their condition. A Foreign Minis-
try official said at the time that
contacts would continue at vari-
ous levels until the detainees re-
turned home to their families.

Bahrain is a key U.S. Gulf ally
and home to the U.S. Navy’s 5th
Fleet.

Official: Arab troops must replace coalition
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BY JESSICA INIGO

Stars and Stripes

WIESBADEN, Germany —
Staff Sgt. Joe Thompson, or “GI
Joe” as he’s known on the radio
airwaves of AFN Hessen, doesn’t
want to be the next American
Idol. Heck, he doesn’t even want
to get paid for his sore vocal cords
and callused fingers. He just
wants to rock.

This is because to Thompson
it’s not work — otherwise it
wouldn’t be called “playing” the
guitar.

As a regular player at the Klam-
otte pub in Dreieich, near Frank-
furt, Thompson said he jams just
for fun and to get the crowd into a
better rhythm.

He’s been playing in public for
only about five months, but has
been playing the guitar since he
was 14 years old.

Now, at 27, Thompson said he
has finally built up enough confi-
dence to break out of his shell and
take his music to the masses.

Thompson made his public
debut during the Basic Noncom-
missioned Officer Course at Fort
Meade, Md. He said he was itch-
ing for something to do after class
and on the weekends, so he
bought a guitar and was given the
opportunity to show off his talent.

In a dark corner of Hard Times
Cafe, a bar and chili dive in Lau-
rel, Md., Thompson brought out
his guitar and saw for the first
time an atmosphere change be-
cause of his music.

In a sing-along type show, Th-
ompson made strangers friends
and the shy confident with his
songs.

“Yeah, it’s great,” Thompson
said with a New England-tinted
voice and disarming smile. “I just
want everyone to have fun. I love
when everyone gets into it and
has a good time.”

When he got back to Germany
from the six-week course with his
newfound confidence, Thompson
took an offer from some friends at
a barbecue to start playing at the
German pub every couple of
weeks.

Thompson looks like the typical
cigarette-smoking, laid-back, gui-
tar-playing frontman found in
many of his favorite bands, but
he’s as comfortable holding an
M16 as he is his acoustic guitar.

In fact, he’s not called “GI Joe”
for nothing. Thompson said with-
out hesitation that he’s planning
to do 20 years in the Army.

With his battle dress uniform
on, Thompson morphs into as
much a soldier as he does a rock
star while on stage.

In both aspects Thompson

could be called a natural, since
soldiering comes just as easy.

Thompson, who never took gui-
tar lessons and doesn’t read
music, usually plays songs by ear.
He admits, though, that some-
times it takes a little more work to
get his songs down.

Songs such as Led Zeppelin’s
“Rain Song” is something he
worked hard to master, while easi-
er tunes, such as Eagle Eye Cher-
ry’s “Save Tonight” are nothing
but fun.

Thompson was drawn to the
guitar because his father, David,
used to play. His father also
played by ear, though never
broke out into playing for a public
audience as Thompson did.

However, Thompson said play-
ing at the Klamotte feels as if he’s
just playing for friends because of
the “Cheers” type atmosphere
there.

“The angle Joe plays up is
humor,” said Sgt. 1st Class Tom
Clementson, AFN Heidelberg sta-
tion commander.

“Obviously, he’s not Jimi Hen-
drix, but he’s good and he works
hard. He’s the type of guy that
makes a little mistake now and
then and can laugh at himself. He
makes it a lot of fun and he’s real-
ly good,” said Clementson, who
hosted the barbecue that got Th-
ompson the Klamotte gig.

The fairly regular audience
puts the soldier at ease while play-
ing, he said.

“I get a good reaction from the
crowd, but I don’t think of myself
as a good guitar player and sing-
er,” the performer said during a
live show of Thursday’s “Long
Drive Home” on the AFN Hessen
radio station. “I don’t suck, but
I’m not anything special. I just
enjoy what I do and making peo-
ple happy through the universal
language of music.”

E-mail Jessica Inigo at:
inigoj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

AFN Hessen’s ‘GI Joe’ rocks
the house for Klamotte crowd

JESSICA INIGO/Stars and Stripes

Staff Sgt. Joe Thompson, AFN Hessen noncommissioned officer in charge, jams out on his guitar in the radio

studio Thursday in Wiesbaden, Germany. “GI Joe,” as he’s known on the air, has been playing guitar for more

than 10 years and is regular entertainment at a German pub near Frankfurt.

BY KENDRA HELMER

Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — Two Italians
died early Sunday in a car acci-
dent involving a U.S. sailor from
Naples.

The petty officer third class
was traveling alone when the acci-
dent occurred at about 5:15 a.m.
in a tunnel on the Tangenziale,
the main highway through Na-
ples, said Lt Cmdr. Jacky Fisher,
spokeswoman for Naval Support
Activity Naples.

The sailor, assigned to the secu-
rity department, is in stable condi-
tion in an Italian hospital, Fisher
said. His name is not being re-
leased pending next-of-kin notifi-
cation.

Though details are sketchy, Ital-
ian news said the two Italian men,

ages 21 and 19 from the Naples
suburb of Casoria, had gotten out
of their vehicle in the Camaldoli
tunnel. News reports differed on
whether there was a problem
with their vehicle or whether
they had been involved in an earli-
er accident.

The sailor’s 2004 Volkswagen
Jetta apparently hit the two men.
One died at the scene, and anoth-
er died at a local hospital.

Naples authorities are investi-
gating the incident with the coop-
eration of U.S. authorities.

It is the second fatal accident
this summer involving a sailor
from Naples.

On June 12, three Naples sail-
ors were killed and two seriously
injured in a fiery accident when
their car flipped.

E-mail Kendra Helmer at:
helmerk@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Former Navy officer sentenced for child porn

PROVIDENCE, R.I. — A former career Naval officer was given a
37-month prison sentence on Friday for having child pornography in
his car.

Daniel Davidson already is serving a 28-year sentence after being
convicted in state court of molesting a 6-year-old North Kingstown girl
in September 1999 and kidnapping a 6-year-old Narragansett girl the
following month.

A U.S. District Court judge denied a request by Davidson’s attorney
for the time to be served concurrently with his state sentence.

Davidson is a retired Naval chief petty officer who lived in
Jamestown.

From The Associated Press

BY KENDRA HELMER

Stars and Stripes

Only a handful of military de-
pendents remains in Bahrain
since an evacuation order was an-
nounced July 2.

About 940 dependents have left
since the Pentagon ordered a
“temporary relocation” because
of possible terrorist attacks.

Probably fewer than 10 people
with special circumstances that
need to be worked out remain,
said Cmdr. Jamie Graybeal, 5th
Fleet spokesman, in a phone inter-
view from Manama.

There has been no word from
the Pentagon on whether the evac-
uation, originally planned to last
for at least 30 days, will become
permanent.

Graybeal said the relocation
has gone smoothly.

“There haven’t been any big is-
sues that have come to light,” he
said. “A lot is going to precipitate
out of decisions in Washington.”

One of those decisions is how
the evacuation will affect the 64
teachers who work at the large

Department of Defense Depen-
dents Schools facility, which
more than 700 students attend.

“We’re still waiting to see what
will happen,” said Joseph Tafoya,
director of Department of De-
fense Education Activity, in a tele-
phone interview from Arlington,
Va.

Because DODEA has been told
to treat the situation as a tempo-
rary evacuation, the teachers,
who are on summer break now,
have not packed up.

“It would be premature to pack
them out,” he said.

The teachers are being as-
signed to temporary duty at
schools in Europe and at the state-
side headquarters.

The State Department in July
issued a travel advisory for Bahr-
ain, stating on its Web site, “Credi-
ble information indicates that ex-
tremists … are planning attacks
in Bahrain.”

The warning mentions attacks
on Westerners in Saudi Arabia,
linked to Bahrain via a 15-mile
causeway.

E-mail Kendra Helmer at:
helmerk@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Few dependents still in
Bahrain after evacuation

Sailor involved

in accident that

kills 2 Italians
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LISA HORN/Stars and Stripes

Soldiers walk across part of the Bulwark 04 base camp Saturday at the Novo Selo Training Area, Bulgaria.

The 141-tent camp, which took six weeks to construct, is the first combined training exercise in Bulgaria

since the country joined NATO in May. Next week, Bulgarian and U.S. forces will train together.

Exercise offers more than two hots and a cot
BY LISA HORN

Stars and Stripes

NOVO SELO TRAINING
AREA, Bulgaria — When troops
arrived to set up Bulwark ’04 in
May, the scruffy hill where the
base camp now sits was not much
more than grass and soil.

Six weeks later, a self-suffi-
cient tent city materialized, offer-

ing troops at the monthlong exer-
cise a whole lot more than two
hots and a cot.

Soldiers participating in the
U.S. Army Europe exercise are
from active-duty units based in
Germany along with roughly 500
Alabama, Illinois and Germa-
ny-based National Guard and Re-

serve soldiers.

Soldiers are living in 114 tents
at the base camp and training in
live-fire combat scenarios and
using the site’s Military Opera-
tions Urban Terrain course,
which simulates a small town.

“This exercise has brought
many units together that typically

might not play a role … such as
what they’re doing out here,” said
Lt. Col. Mark Kelley, in charge of
Bulwark’s logistics.

The 16,000-square foot dining
facility is open 24 hours a day, but
if dinner doesn’t satisfy soldiers’
hunger, troops can buy a candy

bar before the post exchange clos-
es at 10 p.m., pick up their mail at
the remote Army post office or
settle finance issues with Man-
nheim's 208th Finance Battalion.

Morale, Welfare and Recre-
ation has two tents for watching
movies and the American Forces
Network and has set up a sepa-
rate tent for morale calls.

The 160th Forward Surgical
Team has set up a tent to handle
any medical need just short of
brain surgery.

Because of the training site’s re-
mote location — the closest hospi-
tal is about 45 minutes away —
Bulwark organizers decided that
a surgical unit would serve well
at the exercise, said Maj. James
Davis, construction management
officer 18th Engineer Brigade,
the exercise’s commanding unit.

The unit, which deployed to
Iraq for a year beginning in
March 2003, is used to working in
the field and providing care to for-
eign troops as well, said Dr.
(Maj.) Mohamed Haque, general
surgeon for the 160th.

Next week, a platoon of Bulgari-
an troops will train alongside the
U.S. soldiers and the 160th will
provide care to them just as they
did to them and other coalition
forces downrange, Haque added.

E-mail Lisa Horn at:

hornl@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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Arafat loyalists
fire on gathering
of Fatah officials

AP

Warsaw Uprising veterans salute Sunday during a changing of the guards ceremony at the Tomb of the Un-

known Soldier in Warsaw, Poland. The ceremony was a part of the observances, attended by German Chan-

cellor Gerhard Schroeder, marking the 60th anniversary of the anti-Nazi uprising that lasted for 63 days.

BY TONY CZUCZKA

The Associated Press

WARSAW, Poland — In a ges-
ture of humility, German Chancel-
lor Gerhard Schroeder bowed on
the steps of a memorial to the
Warsaw Uprising against the
Nazi occupation, acknowledging
Sunday the “immeasurable suffer-
ing” inflicted by Germans when
they crushed the revolt 60 years
ago.

Schroeder became the first Ger-
man chancellor to attend an anni-
versary of the two-month upris-
ing, which ended with 200,000
Warsaw residents dead and most
of the city systematically de-
stroyed by the Nazis.

“I consider it a great personal
honor to have been invited and a
big-hearted gesture to my coun-
try, which brought such immea-
surable suffering to the Poles
with the war it started,” Schroed-
er said after talks with Polish
Prime Minister Marek Belka.

Schroeder bowed on the steps
of the Warsaw Uprising Memori-
al as a lone trumpeter played

taps. Sirens sounded across War-
saw at 5 p.m., the hour the upris-
ing began on Aug. 1, 1944.

Schroeder, U.S. Secretary of
State Colin Powell and Britain’s
Deputy Prime Minister John
Prescott were to pay homage to
the Warsaw fighters later Sunday
at official ceremonies with Polish
leaders, capping three days of the
biggest commemorations ever.

Remembrance of the 63-day

battle against Nazi troops by Po-
land’s poorly armed and
out-manned Home Army resis-
tance movement and civilians —
even children — has provoked an
outpouring of patriotism in Po-
land.

Powell expressed “admiration
for the spirit that kept freedom
alive during those terrible days of
World War II,” drawing an allu-
sion to Poland’s military support
in Iraq.

BY ALI DARAGHMEH

The Associated Press

NABLUS, West Bank —
Masked gunmen loyal to Yasser
Arafat broke up a conference of
reformers from his Fatah move-
ment who were calling for a “revo-
lution,” as the veteran Palestinian
leader faced new, sharp divisions
among his people.

The incident in the West Bank
city of Nablus was just the latest
in weeks of internal Palestinian
unrest. The unrest centers on
charges of widespread corruption
in Arafat’s administration, and be-
neath the surface, frustration
with lack of progress toward cre-
ation of a Palestinian state or eco-
nomic development after four
years of bloody conflict with Isra-
el.

Less than a week after Arafat
ended a crisis in the Palestinian
Cabinet, he was again under pres-
sure for changes from among his
own supporters, although there
was no suggestion Arafat himself
should go.

About 20 men, all armed and
many wearing ski masks, burst
into a conference of more than 70
Fatah officials, firing over the
heads of the presiding officials
and claiming that the conference
was an anti-Arafat conspiracy.

The weeklong meeting was
meant to discuss reform and new
elections for the Fatah leader-
ship, which were last held 15
years ago.

No one was injured by the gun-
fire, but the meeting broke up.

Several delegates met with the
gunmen to discuss whether the
conference could continue.

The gunmen identified them-
selves as members of the Al
Awda Brigades, a small militant
group.

In a letter released later to re-
porters, the Fatah leaders warned
Arafat that corrupt officials “are
using their position in the Pales-
tinian Authority to steal and to
break the law,” and that the Pales-
tinian government was losing the
public’s trust.

“President Arafat, this might
be the last chance for reforming
our situation, before reaching the
end. We need a revolution within
our Fatah movement,” said the
letter.

In a separate development, Mo-
hammed Dahlan, a former securi-
ty chief and powerful figure in
the Gaza Strip, threatened huge
demonstrations unless Arafat re-
forms his government within 10
days.

Jordan arrests 3 more
in al-Qaida-linked plot

Schroeder acknowledges Polish
suffering under Nazi occupation

IN THE WORLD

BY JAMAL HALABY

The Associated Press

AMMAN, Jordan — Three
more militants have been arrest-
ed since April in connection with
an al-Qaida-linked plot to attack
the U.S. Embassy and Jordanian
government offices with chemi-
cal and conventional weapons, of-
ficials said Sunday.

The arrests announced Sunday
bring to nine the number de-
tained in the alleged plot. Four
others were killed in a police
shootout on April 20, while anoth-
er four remain at large, including
Jordanian militant Abu-Musab
al-Zarqawi, thought to be direct-
ing anti-U.S. attacks in neighbor-
ing Iraq and to be a close associ-
ate of al-Qaida boss Osama bin
Laden, the officials told The Asso-
ciated Press on condition of ano-
nymity.

They said the 17 militants were
all affiliated with a previously un-
known group called Kata’eb
al-Tawhid, Arabic for the Battal-
ions of Monotheism, which is
linked to the al-Qaida terror orga-
nization.

Azmi al-Jayousi, the alleged
mastermind of the Jordan-based
terror cell who was captured in

April, has confessed to military
prosecutors about what would
have been al-Qaida’s first chemi-
cal attack, the officials added. Jor-
danian officials say the plot target-
ed the Jordanian prime minis-
ter’s office, the secret service
agency, the U.S. Embassy in Jor-
dan and other sites.

The suspects are expected to
be charged in a military court
with conspiracy to commit terror.
No trial date has been set.

In April, Jordan announced it
had foiled a terrorist plot blamed
on al-Zarqawi. Jordanian authori-
ties said then the suspects plotted
to use chemicals and explosives
to blow up vital institutions, in-
cluding Jordan’s intelligence de-
partment — an attack officials
say would have killed thousands
of people.

Al-Jayousi and some other sus-
pects in detention had said in tele-
vised confessions that their terror
plot was hatched and financed by
al-Zarqawi.

In the audiotape posted on the
Internet in May, a man who identi-
fied himself al-Zarqawi acknowl-
edged that his group was behind
the plot targeting, but denied
chemical weapons were to be
used.
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BY FRANCES D’EMILIO

The Associated Press

VATICAN CITY — The Vati-
can denounced feminism, saying
it was trying to blur differences
between men and women and
threatening the institution of the
family based on a mother and a fa-
ther.

The drive for equality, the Vati-
can said, makes “homosexuality
and heterosexuality virtually
equivalent, in a new model of
polymorphous sexuality.”

The concerns, raised in a
37-page document written by one
of Pope John Paul II’s closest
aides and released Saturday,
broke no new ground, maintain-
ing the Church’s ban on women
priests, for example.

But some observers said they
feared how the document might
be used.

Paul Lakeland, an expert on
the Catholic Church who is a pro-
fessor at Fairfield University in
Connecticut, expressed concern
that some language in the docu-
ment could be used by church
conservatives to condemn any
form of advocacy for women.

The pamphlet by Cardinal Jo-
seph Ratzinger, the Vatican’s or-
thodoxy watchdog, was published
during a Vatican campaign to pro-
tect what it terms the Christian
family.

Addressed to bishops world-
wide, the document contended

that new recent approaches to
women’s issues are marked by a
tendency “to emphasize strongly
conditions of subordination in
order to give rise to antagonism:
women, in order to be them-
selves, must make themselves the
adversaries of men.”

Throughout his 25 years as
pope, John Paul has repeatedly
expressed his admiration for
women and their talents, and the
document reflected that.

It said women should not be
stigmatized or penalized financial-
ly for wanting to be homemakers.
It also said women “should be
present in the world of work and
... have access to positions of re-
sponsibility which allow them to
inspire the politics of nations and
to promote innovative solutions to
economic and social problems.”

The document also expressed
the Vatican’s concern that the
blurring of differences between
sexes could pose a challenge to
church teaching, including the be-
lief, in a reference to Christ, that
“the Son of God assumed human
nature in its male form.”

“This document is welcome,”
said Riccardo Pedrizzi, who deals
with family policy in the National
Alliance, a right-wing party in
Premier Silvio Berlusconi’s con-
servative coalition.

BY STEPHEN GRAHAM

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — About
90 percent of the Afghan elector-
ate has registered to vote in Octo-
ber’s landmark presidential elec-
tion, the United Nations said Sun-
day, as it began winding down a
registration effort marred by
bloody attacks on election staff
and voters.

According to the latest U.N. fig-
ures, 8.7 million of an estimated
9.8 million eligible voters have
collected ID cards that will allow
them to cast a ballot when polling
begins Oct. 9 in Afghanistan’s
first-ever direct national vote.

The enthusiastic turnout is a re-
lief for the world body, which has
overcome misgivings about Af-
ghanistan’s readiness for elec-
tions under strong pressure from
the United States.

It is also a welcome surprise for
President Hamid Karzai, who is
widely expected to defeat 22 rivals
to secure a new five-year term.

Registration for elections,
which are supposed to cap a
U.N.-sponsored peace drive
begun after the ouster of the Tali-
ban regime in 2001, started last
December in eight Afghan cities,
and was extended across the
country in the spring.

The response has been strong in
the north, west and center of the
country, where regional leaders
have encouraged their supporters
to sign up and hundreds of regis-
tration sites have already closed.

Ethnic rivalry in a country
deeply scarred by years of infight-
ing has also encouraged commu-

nities to make sure they are fully
represented — including through
their women, who account for 41
percent of registered voters.

Officials acknowledge cases of
people registering more than
once, but they say a dab of indeli-
ble ink on every voter’s finger
will limit fraud on polling day.
Many underage Afghans also
may have slipped through.

Still, registration teams will
have to work more in the south
and southeast, where a virulent
Taliban insurgency threatens to
de-couple militant heartlands
from the rest of the country.

At least nine people working to
prepare the elections have been
killed in attacks sometimes
claimed by the Taliban, despite ef-
forts by some 20,000 U.S.-led
troops to protect the process.

More world stories
on Page 23

90 percent
of Afghans
registered
to vote

AP

Afghan women wait Sunday at a mosque in Kabul for their turns to sign

up to vote in the country’s first free elections.

Vatican: Feminism blurs
differences for men, women
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She takes the prize

Ridge ups security level to orange for areas of D.C., N.Y.C. and Newark, N.J.

Casino balcony collapses in Montana

POLSON, Mont. — A balcony crowded with dozens of people at a
popular bar and casino collapsed, injuring at least 70 people, offi-
cials said. There were no immediate reports of any deaths from the
accident Friday night at the Diamond Horseshoe Casino.

Polson Fire Chief Tom Maloney said Saturday that seven of the in-
juries were serious or critical, but the others did not appear to be
life-threatening. It was not immediately clear what caused the
14-foot-high balcony to collapse.

“Most of the victims appear to be young folks enjoying a night
out,” Maloney said.

An official at Polson’s St. Joseph Hospital said 54 people were
treated there for injuries sustained in the collapse, but declined to
release any details on the extent of injuries.

Tiger escapes, tours Queens

NEW YORK — After escaping from the circus, a white tiger
alarmed picnickers and motorists on what for him apparently was a
calm, half-mile stroll through an unfamiliar urban jungle.

The animal, named Apollo, was safely recaptured Saturday in the
Queens section of the city — but not before the sight of him on the
Jackie Robinson Parkway caused a multi-car accident. Four adults
and one child suffered minor injuries.

When the tiger lay down on a nearby street, six police officers
with guns drawn created a perimeter around him, Capt. John Dur-
kin said. The tiger’s trainer arrived and coaxed him back into his
cage.

The 7-year-old, 450-pound tiger is part of the Cole Bros. Circus
that was performing in Forest Park.

Cruise ship runs aground in Aleutian Islands

UNALASKA, Alaska — The cruise ship Clipper Oydssey ran hard
aground on rocks in the Aleutian Islands, forcing 153 passengers
and crew to transfer to other ships and spilling an undetermined
amount of fuel from a ruptured tank, the Coast Guard said.

No injuries were reported and the ship floated free with the tide
early Sunday.

The accident at about 9:15 p.m. Saturday punctured both a
5,800-gallon fuel tank on the port side and a waste water tank, the
Coast Guard said. The amount of fuel spill had not been deter-
mined, Lt. Asheley Bodkin said early Sunday.

Other vessels in the area, including fishing boats and a freighter,
took 122 passengers and 31 crewmembers off the cruise ship and
took them to the port of Unalaska, about 40 miles away, Bodkin said.
Unalaska is about 800 air miles west of Anchorage.

South Carolina watches tropical storm

COLUMBIA, S.C. — A tropical storm warning was issued Sunday
for the coastal Carolinas as the first tropical depression of the Atlan-
tic hurricane season moved toward the coast with steady winds
near 35 mph.

The rainy cloud system’s poorly defined center was about 80
miles southeast of Charleston, S.C., according to the National Hurri-
cane Center.

Hurricane center forecasters predicted a turn to the north, which
would position the center of the depression near the South Carolina
coastline later Sunday.

From wire reports

BY JENNIFER C. KERR

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The federal government
warned Sunday of possible terrorist attacks
against “iconic” financial institutions in New
York City, Washington and Newark, N.J., say-
ing a confluence of intelligence over the week-
end pointed to a car or truck bomb.

Specifically, the government named these
buildings as potential targets:

� The Citicorp building and the New York
Stock Exchange in New York City.

� The International Monetary Fund and the
World Bank buildings in Washington.

� The Prudential building in Newark.
“The preferred means of attack would be

car or truck bombs,” Homeland Security Sec-
retary Tom Ridge said in a briefing with jour-
nalists. “That would be a primary means of at-
tack.”

The government said the new intelligence
indicated the meticulous planning of al-Qaida.

Ridge said the government’s threat level for
financial institutions would be raised to or-
ange, or high alert, but would remain at yel-
low, or elevated, elsewhere.

Ridge said it would be up to New York City
officials to decide whether to move to the high-
est level, red. The city has remained on or-
ange since the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.

The secretary said the government took the
unprecedented step of naming specific build-
ings because of the level of specificity of the
intelligence. “This is not the usual chatter.
This is multiple sources that involve extraordi-
nary detail,” Ridge said.

Ridge acknowledged that protecting these
buildings, located in heavily populated areas,
would require additional security measures,
especially because thousands of cars and
trucks travel through these cities daily.

“Car and truck bombs are one of the most
difficult tasks we have in the war on terror,”
Ridge said.

The government provided a wealth of detail
that it had picked up in the past 36 hours, but
a senior intelligence official described it only
on condition of anonymity. The official de-
scribed “excruciating detail” and meticulous
planning “indicative of al-Qaida.”

The official said the intelligence included
security in and around these buildings; the
flow of pedestrians; the best places for recon-
naissance; how to make contact with employ-
ees who work in the buildings; the construc-
tion of the buildings; traffic patterns; loca-
tions of hospitals and police departments; and
which days of the week present less security
at these buildings.

A White House spokeswoman, Erin Healy,
said the intelligence on the threat is “very
new, coming in during the last 72 hours.”

“The president made the final decision
today agreeing with the recommendation of
Secretary Ridge to go ahead and raise the
threat level in these select areas,” Healy said.

BY SHEILA FLYNN

The Associated Press

DALLAS — A computer glitch
grounded American Airlines and
US Airways flights from coast to
coast Sunday morning, causing
delays that were expected to last
all day.

American had its planes back
up after two hours, while US Air-
ways flights were grounded for
about three.

Federal Aviation Administra-
tion spokeswoman Diane Spi-
taliere said the FAA was alerted
to the problem, and both carriers
asked the FAA’s air traffic con-
trollers to help communicate with
planes to keep them on the
ground until the problems were
fixed.

US Airways spokeswoman
Amy Kudwa said the airline’s
flight-operation database mal-
functioned, due to “an internal
technology problem.” A similar
problem affected American’s
flight plan system, grounding
about 150 flights, spokesman
John Hotard said.

Both airlines use a computer
system hosted by Plano-based
Electronic Data Systems Corp.
An EDS spokesman said an “ex-
tensive internal evaluation” was
under way to determine what hap-
pened.

The problem forced US Air-
ways, based in Arlington, Va., to
delay about 100 flights. Fort
Worth-based American planned
to run its full daily schedule of
2,400 flights, but delays were ex-
pected.

RICHMOND (VA.) TIMES-DISPATCH/AP

Juliette Rizzo, of Rockville, Md., smiles at the audience Saturday after

she was crowned Ms. Wheelchair America 2005 in Richmond, Va.

Rizzo beat out contestants from 24 other states and the nation’s capital

for the right to represent the achievements of women with disabilities.

Rizzo, 36, who works as director of communication and media for the

U.S. Department of Education in the office of special education and

rehabilitative services, will travel the country for a year as an advocate

for more than 50 million Americans with disabilities.

Computer
glitch
grounds
flights

IN THE STATES

Homeland Security
Secretary Tom Ridge

Financial buildings targets in terror threat
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Kerry says he’ll get other nations to help in Iraq

BY NEDRA PICKLER

The Associated Press

SPRINGFIELD, Ohio — Demo-
cratic presidential nominee John
Kerry said he plans to use private
negotiations to persuade other
heads of state to assist in recon-
structing Iraq, but he does not en-
vision sending more U.S. troops
there.

Kerry said on CBS’ “Face the
Nation” that a new president can
make a “fresh start” with world
leaders who opposed the war.

“If we demonstrate an America
that has a foreign policy that is
smarter, more engaged ... and
more respectful of the world,
we’re going to bring people to our
side,” Kerry said. “We’re not only
not going to put additional troops
there, that’s the way to bring our
troops home.”

In a separate interview broad-
cast Sunday on CNN’s “Late Edi-
tion,” Kerry declined to specify a
precise timetable for withdraw-

ing the 140,000 U.S. troops in
Iraq. But he did say, “I would con-
sider it an unsuccessful policy if I
hadn’t brought significant num-
bers of troops back within the
first term.”

Kerry and running mate John
Edwards did separate taped inter-
views with CBS, CNN, ABC and
Fox, all of which were broadcast
Sunday.

With Edwards sitting by his
side, Kerry said on CBS that he is
convinced a Kerry administration
could get NATO involved in Iraq.

“We can make sure that other
countries in the region — and this
is critical — Iran, Syria, are not in-
terfering with trying to establish
a democratic Iraq and bring
other countries like France and
Germany and Russia to the recon-
struction effort so that the Iraq
economy can get off the ground
and we can get some debt forgive-
ness,” Edwards said.

Kerry said he has a plan to ap-
proach other world leaders, “and

I’m not negotiating it publicly.”

Kerry also defended himself
from President Bush’s charge
that the Democrat would raise
taxes. Kerry said most Ameri-
cans would get a tax cut under
his plan.

“This administration has had a
problem with truth for some peri-
od of time,” Kerry said. Pressed
on whether he is saying Bush
lied, Kerry said he would never
use that word.

Kerry also said he disagrees
with lawmakers from both par-
ties who are questioning the Sept.
11 commission’s recommenda-
tion to create a Cabinet-level intel-
ligence chief.

“I believe it belongs there and
I’m very comfortable with that de-
cision,” Kerry said in the CBS in-
terview. “… If you’re really
gonna lead a war on terror, I
think it’s critical to have the kind
of direct accountability to the
president, and I think the Ameri-
can people want that.”

On other topics:
� On ABC’s “This Week,”

Kerry added one exception to his
promise not to raise taxes Ameri-
cans earning under $200,000 a
year: “War. Obviously a national
emergency.” He explained: “I’m
talking about a national emergen-
cy beyond what we have today in

Iraq, if you have something ex-
traordinary that happened.”

� “I absolutely guarantee you
there will be Republicans in lead-
ing and helping” in a Kerry ad-
ministration, he said on ABC.

But he added he hadn’t gotten
to deciding exactly what positions
Republicans might fill.

Bush, in Ohio, touts gun rights

AP

President Bush waves to the crowd Saturday before giving a speech at a campaign stop in Cambridge, Ohio.

BY RICK PEARSON

Chicago Tribune

CAMBRIDGE, Ohio — President Bush launched
into an impassioned defense Saturday of gun-owner
rights as he chastised what he said was Democratic
nominee John Kerry’s failure to understand heart-
land values.

“We stand for the Second Amendment, which
gives every American the individual right to bear
arms,” Bush told several thousand people who filled
a rain-soaked baseball infield in this southeastern
Ohio community. “I’ve got a record on that issue. It
stands in stark contrast to my opponent.”

Bush’s comments came on the final day of a
two-day return to the campaign trail after the Demo-
cratic National Convention, which ended Thursday.
The president was continuing his “Heart and Soul of
America” tour, a monthlong string of thematic trips
designed to mark a new chapter in the re-election
battle. The aim, campaign strategists say, is to pro-
mote the incumbent’s leadership and accomplish-
ments while countering the unity the Democrats dis-
played for Kerry in Boston last week.

Clusters of umbrella-carrying, flag- and sign-wav-

ing people watched the 30-vehicle Bush caravan Sat-
urday under gray skies and an occasional heavy
rain shower. Only a smattering of protesters turned
out along the route, some of them gesturing with
thumbs down and one outside Canton holding a sign
that read “Bush Farewell Tour.”

The president spoke to more than 5,500 support-
ers at the Canton Memorial Civic Center and later to
several thousand others in Cambridge, where he in-
troduced gun-owner rights to his speech on values.

En route to Pittsburgh later, Bush sought to ampli-
fy his attempt to appeal on the issue, stopping at a
soon-to-open Cabela’s outfitters store in suburban
Wheeling, W.Va., that officials said will create 1,200
jobs and become West Virginia’s top tourist attrac-
tion, with up to 6 million annual visitors.

The president greeted several hundred workers
and said he appreciated the chance to visit because
he liked to “hunt and fish.”

Kerry aides accused the president of trying to
twist the Democratic nominee’s position on guns.

Kerry spokesman Phil Singer said that for the
first time, the Democratic convention platform in-
cluded pro-Second Amendment language because
of Kerry.

Democrat says he would bring ‘significant
numbers of troops back within the first term’

AP

Democratic presidential candidate, Sen. John Kerry of Massachusetts,

left, and his running mate, Sen. John Edwards of North Carolina, prepare

for an interview Saturday with Bob Schieffer on CBS’s “Face the Nation”

in Greensburg, Pa. Kerry interviews aired Sunday on all four networks.
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Doonesbury  BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

No gas price complaints

After spending a week in France buying
gas on the economy. I have nothing to com-
plain about when it comes to the Army and
Air Force Exchange Service gas prices.
Yes, I would like to see them lower, but
who in their right mind would not. But I
am also not about to “blow a gasket” over
their prices.

What people seem to be forgetting is
that you get paid a cost of living allowance
to live over here. If you have nothing to do
but sit around and figure out how much
AAFES is charging you for the price of gas
and other items, I suggest two things: Stop
shopping at AAFES and buy your gas on
the economy ... without your gas coupons
(forgot about that privilege didn’t you).

Get a hobby or something. Volunteering
will help take your mind off of yourself
and your pocketbook and put it on others
that need your help.

Shop on the economy for everything ...
and in about a month you’ll be back at the
AAFES pumps and in the exchanges. I
sure would like to open my paper one
week without someone complaining over
the price of a gallon of gas.

As we say in the South: Get over it al-
ready!

Jane Hewitt

Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany

Iraq won’t miss pistol

I can only hope that the writer of “Bush
vs. military standards” (July 24) was truly
motivated by a lack of knowledge of De-
partment of Defense policy and not by par-
tisan politics. This would be an inappropri-
ate forum for political banter.

DOD policy permits units to deactivate,
transport and award military equipment,
including captured weaponry. The num-
ber of weapons is dependent upon the size
of the unit. The current policy is very re-
strictive in comparison with previous con-
flicts. Note the number of cannons and
tanks that graced town halls and Veterans
of Foreign Wars buildings since World
War I and II. This said, the gift was legal
and appropriate.

Also, I doubt if any member of the Iraqi
government, police or military would
mind if that pistol was awarded to any-
body outside of this troubled nation. Their
job would be much easier if all of the more
than 20 million weapons were removed.
The pistol in question could be purchased
in any market in Iraq for two cartons of cig-
arettes.

Ensign Bernie Potts

Iraq

What protection?

I have read that President Bush, by in-
vading Iraq, has protected the United
States and our freedoms.

How has he done that?
Iraq was already a defanged, toothless

tiger. From Operation Desert Fox in 1998
to the start of the war in 2003, our air forc-

es and those of the United Kingdom flew
more than 40,000 sorties against Iraq,
dropping tens of thousands of munitions.
In over four years, the Iraqi anti-aircraft
crews did not shoot down one aircraft.

In March 2003, Bush decided that he
had enough of U.N. inspections and we
went to war against a country that was not
involved in 9/11 and was not a threat to us.
None of the 19 hijackers were Iraqi. The in-
vasion was justified on the basis of weap-
ons of mass destruction. Hardly a word
was said about bringing democracy to
Iraq.

In Baghdad, we had enough troops to
guard the oil ministry, but none for the mu-
seum. Some of our prison guards dis-
graced their uniforms and their country.
On June 28, we installed — in a bunker —
a puppet government. In the United
States, governors have said that with so
many Guard and reserve personnel in
Iraq, they don’t have enough people to de-
ploy if disasters occur in their states.

Now we read that Iran, not Iraq, may
have given the 9/11 terrorists help. We’re
bogged down in a bloody occupation, cost-
ing over 900 American dead and well over
$100 billion so far, with the proverbial
light at the end of the tunnel not in sight.
We have received no appreciable help
from either NATO or the United Nations.
Most of the members of the United Na-
tions think, but dare not say, “I told you
so.” U.S. prestige, as a result of all of this,
is at an all-time low.

So, how have we been protected by this
folly?

Gene Seiler

Kiedrich, Germany

Sodom and Gomorrah

The writer of “Gay marriages — get
over it” (July 24) would have us to think
that having a relationship with that one
special person is permissible without any
boundaries whatsoever about what that
person is.

Do we then advance the agenda of North
America Man/Boy Love Association,
whose goal is to end extreme oppression of

men and boys in mutually consensual rela-
tionships; who also support the rights of
youth and adults to choose whom they
want to have sex with and share their bod-
ies with; who also want to end age consent
laws?

How about we amend the Uniform Code
of Military Justice to remove the article
that pertains to indecent acts with a minor
being a crime punishable by reduction in
rank and confinement.

Michael Jackson is on trial for child mo-
lestation. Should we exonerate him from
all charges? After all, in his mind he may
have found that special person.

Finally, do we include birds, chickens,
fish, snakes, cows and dogs in meaningful
relationships?

Concerning separation of church and
state, this phrase appears nowhere in the
U.S. Constitution. Thomas Jefferson made
the statement to the Danbury Baptist Asso-
ciation to assure them that the govern-
ment would not establish a national denom-
ination. The First Amendment keeps the
government out of the church’s internal af-
fairs but doesn’t bar the Almighty from
the government.

No one seeks to stamp out the name of
Confucius, Muhammed, Buddha, Hare
Krishna, Allah or Bahai to name a few, but
just mention the God of the Bible or his
Son Jesus Christ as anything other than a
curse word and watch the wrath of man
kindle.

President Bush was right to seek to de-
fine the boundaries of marriage. If you
don’t think God is serious about same-sex
marriages, look into his word at the ac-
count of Sodom (short for sodomy) and Go-
morrah. You’ll find that he rained down
fire and brimstone from heaven for their
wickedness, and its historic location is
now the Dead Sea, the lowest body of
water on the face of the Earth.

Master Sgt. Thomas A. Gillard

Ramstein Air Base, Germany

Treat all services equally

As an American citizen, I was very dis-
turbed to read about the inequities in the
conditions under which the different
branches live while in Iraq (“Ground
Truth,” Stripes, Oct. 15-21). To learn that
the Air Force maintains a much higher
level of comfortable accommodations and
better food than the Army reservists and
Marines is unconscionable.

How can we send these brave young
men and women out to face such danger-
ous situations on a daily basis and not pro-
vide them with warm food and equal ac-
cess to e-mail and phones? Our armed forc-
es, whether reserves or full-time military,
deserve to know that they are all treated
equally.

I was also appalled to learn how arbi-
trarily commanders chose to grant emer-
gency leave. Our servicemembers deserve
better. I hope that military commanders
will respond to “Ground Truth” and make
some positive changes. God bless all ser-
vicemembers.

Linda Reimel
Carpinteria, Calif.
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BY MAX BOOT

T
he Democratic delegates in Boston
tried hard to be as sober, moderate
and unexciting as a case study at
the Kennedy School of Govern-

ment. They didn’t want any unseemly emo-
tions about the incumbent president to mar
media coverage of their convocation. But if
they were being honest, in their heart of
hearts, they would have to admit … they
love George W. Bush.

Oh, I know they have a funny way of show-
ing it. But remember how back in grade
school, when a boy had a crush on a girl he
would pull her pigtails? That’s the Demo-
crats and Dubya. Sure, they may compare
him to Adolf Hitler — at least they do when
they’re not in Boston — but, admit it, fellas,
you really like the big lug in the Oval Office.

Politics is pretty boring unless you can be
on the front lines, combating the forces of
evil. It’s fun to … imagine that you and your
friends are the only thing preventing the
dark night of fascism from descending. It’s
exciting to imagine that you are braving
Uberführer John Ashcroft’s attempts to sup-
press dissent — especially when, unlike real
dissidents in places like Burma and Iran,
you don’t face any actual danger.

It’s fun, and profitable, too. The Demo-
crats may be right when they say the Bush
recovery has delivered most of its benefits to
the “rich.” What they neglect to mention is
how many liberal rabble-rousers are now in
that category, thanks to the president.

That hoary old Stalinist organ, the Nation,
has seen circulation soar more than 50 per-

cent since Bush took office. It actually made
a profit last year. Isn’t that politically incor-
rect? Michael Moore is making out like
Louis B. Mayer, raking in more than a hun-
dred million smackeroos with a film … that
implies Bush invaded Afghanistan at the be-
hest of Big Oil. …

Half the books on the … bestseller list …
have titles like “Worse Than Ebola: The
Bush Virus Infects America.” Every two-bit
leftist hack is picking up royalty checks that
would make John Updike blush. …

Naturally, when opportunity is in the air,
Hollywood picks up the scent. Every C-list
has-been — yes, that means you, Linda Ron-
stadt; you, too, Whoopi — is lining up to take
a whack at the Bush piñata in hopes of land-
ing a better gig than “Hollywood Squares.”

If liberals want to know how good they
have it these days, they should talk to some
conservatives. The right can look back nos-
talgically on the Clinton presidency as a gold-
en age when anyone with a conspiracy theo-
ry involving … Arkansas could land a six-fig-
ure book deal and a radio show. …

And, then, wham!

The election of Bush was for conservative
activists what the crash of 2000 was for
high-tech investors. Crazy right-wing polem-
icists have been elbowed off the sales charts
by crazy left-wing polemicists. Conserva-
tives are left to grumble quietly about all the
things that Bush has done to make them un-
happy — from his unwillingness to invite
Tom DeLay to grace prime time at the up-
coming GOP convention to his willingness to
spend your tax dollars as if he were running

a dot-com circa 1999. But the right can’t roar
too loudly, because … Bush is their guy.

The left may find itself in the same posi-
tion before long. If John Kerry wins, he’ll in-
herit a deficit large enough to preclude the
social programs demanded by his base. Con-
gress probably will be so divided that he
won’t be able to legislate much of anything.
The United States will still have troops in
Iraq that Kerry will be hard-pressed to re-
move, even though 95 percent of Democrat-

ic delegates say they oppose the war. …
Bottom line: Governing is a drag. It in-

volves compromises and trade-offs that, to
zealots, always seem to be sellouts. Protest is
much more fun. If the partygoers in Boston
know what’s good for them, they’ll have the
time of their lives hootin’ and hollerin’ about
Bush, and then quietly vote to give the ol’ fas-
cist four more years.

Max Boot is a senior fellow at the Council on
Foreign Relations. This column first appeared
in the Los Angeles Times.

BY GEORGE NETHERCUTT

T
he United Nations wants Ameri-
cans serving abroad to be subject
to the same courts and jurisdic-
tions as terrorists, thugs and ty-

rants. That’s wrong.
Three weeks ago,

the U.N. Security Coun-
cil dealt a blow to U.S.
engagement around
the world by opening
the door to prosecution
of U.S. troops in politi-
cally driven interna-
tional courts. Specifi-
cally, the Security
Council refused to
renew an exemption
for U.S. troops from
prosecution by the In-

ternational Criminal Court, creating an unac-
ceptable risk of politically motivated legal ac-
tion against Americans serving abroad.

Until now, the U.N. has exempted U.S. ser-
vicemembers from the ICC to facilitate U.S.
engagement around world and the war
against terror. But now, with the exemption
lapsed and an extension denied, the United
States will be forced to limit international op-
erations and partnerships to countries that
have agreed not to turn over Americans to
the ICC. Now is not the time to pull back —
with al-Qaida on the defensive, it is essential
that we press forward to eradicate the
scourge of terrorism in all corners of the
globe.

The ICC has the admirable goal of holding
international criminals accountable. But in
reality it has only supplanted domestic
courts with the unchecked judgment of glo-
bal bureaucrats. While it may be necessary
to prosecute war criminals from nations
without courts, the ICC is an affront to Amer-
ican sovereignty and good will.

The ICC would claim jurisdiction over
U.S. citizens anywhere in the world, even
though the United States is not a party to the

treaty and never agreed to the court’s rule.
The ICC charter nevertheless allows unac-
countable prosecutors to pursue cases
against Americans, even if the defendant
had already been investigated and prosecut-
ed by U.S. courts. The court lacks even the
most basic checks and balances — the prose-
cutor does not report to any elected body or
the U.N. Security Council.

Fears of potential political manipulation
at a court intended to prosecute war crimi-
nals is not an academic exercise. Belgium
had strikingly similar legislation on the
books until last year, which led to lawsuits al-
leging that President George H.W. Bush,
Vice President Dick Cheney and Secretary
of State Colin Powell had committed war
crimes.

When the president sends members of the
armed forces on missions around the world,
he asks them to uphold their oath to “sup-
port and defend the Constitution.” But we
equally expect that these personnel will not
lose their constitutionally guaranteed rights

as a consequence of overseas service. As
President Bush has said, “Every person who
serves under the American flag will answer
to his or her own superiors and to military
law, not to the rulings of an unaccountable
International Criminal Court.”

The only option open to protect military
personnel around the world is to accelerate
the adoption of agreements to exempt our cit-
izens from application of the ICC. More than
90 countries have signed these agreements,
but there are still substantial gaps. [Late last
month], lacking a Security Council exemp-
tion or Article 98 protection, the U.S. pulled
out of peacekeeping missions in Kosovo and
in Ethiopia and Eritrea.

The Armed Servicemembers Protection
Act was enacted in 2002 as a tool to per-
suade nations that receive U.S. military as-
sistance to sign Article 98 agreements.
While the carrot-and-stick approach has per-
suaded many nations that these agreements
are in our joint national interest, the Securi-
ty Council’s reluctance has increased the ur-

gency of bringing more nations on board.
That’s why I fought to broaden the applica-
tion of ASPA to nations that also receive Eco-
nomic Support Fund assistance.

Economic aid is an important tool to pro-
mote American interests abroad, and noth-
ing is more essential than safeguarding our
troops overseas. It is reasonable to expect
that countries receiving millions in [U.S.]
taxpayer assistance will agree to sign Arti-
cle 98 agreements.

This enhancement of ASPA was adopted
by a broad, bipartisan majority in the House
of Representatives, sending a clear signal to
the Security Council that Congress will step
in to protect members of the armed forces.

The House of Representatives has acted,
but U.S. troops will not be protected until the
Senate and Administration follow suit. This
issue cannot wait in beltway gridlock: Ameri-
cans serving overseas have enough enemies,
even without unaccountable prosecutors
and politically motivated international
courts.

Rep. George Nethercutt, R-Wash., is vice chairman
of the House defense appropriations subcommittee.

U.S. troops overseas mustn’t be restricted by ICC

Nethercutt

Liberals at least love energy Bush creates

OPINION

Monday, August 2, 2004 · STARS AND STRIPES · MIDEAST EDITION · PAGE 15



AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

Chason Norris, 21, does a

handstand while skimboarding
along the Gulf of Mexico on
Okaloosa Island, Fla.

Cries of censorship

CO DENVER — Two
pieces of art, includ-

ing a suitcase with a handle
made from a box cutter,
were removed from Denver
International Airport after
employees complained.

The art was part of an
exhibit called “The Lug-
gage Project” in which
artists from around the
world were asked to
turn suitcases into
art.

The other piece removed from
the airport was a suitcase with an
attached bumper sticker reading
“Blood for oil. Billionaires for
Bush,” a reference to a satirical
group critical of President Bush.

Madeleine Hatz, who created
the second suitcase, said she was
trying to link the spilling of blood
and oil. She complained that she
was being censored.

“Art is controversial, and we
have a right to freedom of speech,”
she said.

Aviation co-manager Vicki
Braunagel said she removed the
pieces July 9, the same day the
43-piece, glass-enclosed exhibit
opened on a walkway that comes
before the security screening area.

Six employees complained, and
Braunagel said the art was “inap-
propriate.” The terrorists who car-
ried out the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks
took control of the flights after
threatening passengers with box
cutters.

Close call for child

FL WEST MELBOURNE — A
7-year-old boy fell on an

arrow and was impaled in the
neck, narrowly missing his jugular
vein, officials said.

The father of the boy, whose
name was not released, drove him
30 miles to a fire station for help.
The boy was hospitalized in stable
condition after the accident and
was expected to survive, the Osceo-
la County Sheriff’s Office said.

The boy fell while holding the
arrow and playing in his back yard
in rural central Florida, his father
told paramedics.

After piercing his neck near the
jugular vein, the arrow nearly
passed all the way through to the
boy’s spine, said Lt. Dave Hover of
the Brevard County Fire Rescue’s
Station where the boy went for
emergency treatment.

Firefighters cut about 6 inches
off the arrow so he could be flown
to an Orlando hospital.

Med school in hot seat

IL CHICAGO — A group of 52
breast cancer patients has

sued a medical school for cancel-
ing an experimental vaccine pro-
gram that some claim has kept
them alive.

Rosalind Franklin University of
Medicine and Science discontin-
ued the study early this year be-
cause it has shown no clinical bene-
fit to patients, said Nabih Ra-
madan, the North Chicago school’s
vice president for clinical and ex-
ternal affairs.

“We feel at risk because we’ve
depended upon this vaccine for so
long and found it to be very effec-
tive,” said 81-year-old Catherine
Moloney of Northbrook, who start-
ed taking the vaccine in 1991. “We
just feel abandoned and we want
our vaccine.”

The lawsuit claims patients
signed consent forms stating the
treatment, aimed at boosting the
body’s immune system, would con-
tinue “ad infinitum,” or for the rest
of their lives.

Ramadan said that the term “ad
infinitum” referred only to the life
of the patients while they partici-
pated in the study, which was sub-
ject to termination.

The patients’ lawsuit contends
the university violated medical eth-
ics and breached contracts. The
lawsuit asks the court to grant pa-
tients access to the remaining vac-
cine. It also seeks unspecified dam-
ages for emotional injury and
stress.

A circuit court judge ordered the
school to preserve all records and
clinical samples from the vaccine
program, according to plaintiffs’ at-
torney Thomas Cronin.

Neck-hold ban

TX DALLAS — After months of
protest from civil rights

groups, Police Chief David Kunkle
has banned the department’s use
of a neck hold that contributed to a
man’s death last year.

Kunkle said he plans to brief Dal-
las City Council members on his
decision and ask them to buy 400
Tasers, a type of electrical stun
gun.

The chief’s briefing paper to the
council said the neck hold is “diffi-
cult to apply in field conditions”
and officers may not know about
suspects’ pre-existing medical con-
ditions.

The Rev. L. Charles Stovall of
the Unified Organizations for Jus-
tice, an activist coalition, wel-
comed the ban.

“This is something that needed
to be done, and it’s something that
we rejoice is happening,” Stovall
said.

But Cpl. George Aranda, presi-
dent of the Latino Peace Officers
Association, criticized Kunkle’s de-

cision.
“To ban a tool that

has been effective for
so many years due to
community pressure is

an insult to our Dallas of-
ficers,” Aranda told The

Dallas Morning News. “I
think with some updated
training and better tech-

niques, we could have saved
this tool.”

Slicing gas tax

FL
TALLAHASSEE —
The state’s gas tax cut

goes into effect and will last
through August, cutting the cost by
eight cents less a gallon. It’s de-
signed to help small business and
tourism in a time of skyrocketing
fuel prices. The tax break applies
to all grades of fuel sold at the
pump, except diesel.

Early grape harvest

CA
SANTA BARBARA — The
wine grape harvest will

begin a week or two ahead of the
usual September crush in Santa
Barbara and San Luis Obispo coun-
ties because of warmer-than-nor-
mal weather. The harvest will like-
ly begin on a wide scale in
mid-to-late August.

Grape quantity is expected to be
about normal, with a surplus still a
problem for the industry. Quality
remains high.

HMO contracts

MI
LANSING — The state has
awarded contracts to 17

health maintenance organizations
to provide $2 billion in care to
900,000 poor and disabled people
covered by Medicaid. The state
has been struggling to cover its
share of the cost of health care for
the poor in a period of rising medi-
cal spending and growing budget
deficits. Michigan last conducted
bids for Medicaid HMOs in 2000.

West Nile spreads

UT
SALT LAKE CITY — A
northern Utah resident was

diagnosed with the state’s first
human case of West Nile virus this
year, health officials said. The vic-
tim was exposed in both Arizona
and Utah. This year, Arizona has
been hit harder than any other
state in the United States, with 163
human infections and two deaths.

Got shelter?

WV
CHARLESTON — The
Federal Emergency Man-

agement Agency is appealing to
property owners in its search for
land to set up temporary housing
for flood victims. The agency
wants to lease parcels in the Logan
and Lenore areas, rent-free, for
two years.

Coordinating officer Lou Botta
says FEMA needs property own-
ers’ help because it’s exhausted all
other options.

Sales-tax holiday

DC
WASHINGTON — The city
is gearing up for another

sales-tax holiday. Between Aug. 7
and Aug. 15, Washington will
waive the tax on school supplies,
clothes, shoes and accessories, as
long as each item costs no more
than $100. Councilwoman Carol
Schwartz, R-At-Large, pushed
through a measure making the
sales tax break an annual event.
It’s timed to coincide with
back-to-school shopping, but the
savings are available to anyone.

Tony Griffin of the Department of

General Services in Richmond, Va.,

peels paint from the walls in the gallery of the House chambers at the

State Capitol. Heavy rains cascaded worsening woes for the building.

Lone fisherman Leo Issa casts his line along the shore

in Delray Beach, Fla., as clouds hover over the Atlan-

tic Ocean.

Head above water

More water damage

Brannon Bartlet gets dragged by a bull after being

bucked off at the Frontier Days Rodeo in Cheyenne,

Wyo. Bartlet eventually escaped his unlucky predicament but got no free

ride for his trouble.

Castaway

Hoofing it
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Sherelle Purnell, 18, of Salisbury, Md.,

walks along Route 13 in front of the Tiger

Mart gas station in Salisbury. On April 4, Purnell filled her car with gas

and drove away, without paying, according to court records.

$45,000 settlement

TX HUMANSVILLE — A set-
tlement was reached in a

federal lawsuit over the display of
the Ten Commandments in a south-
west Missouri school. Carrie Roat
filed suit this year claiming the
Ten Commandments plaque in the
school cafeteria violated the consti-
tutional separation of church and
state.

The Humansville School District
agreed to pay Roat $45,000 and to
refrain from displaying religious
symbols.

Bioterrorism planning

NH CONCORD — Gov. Craig
Benson and the state’s Ex-

ecutive Council approved nine con-
tracts for $2.3 million in federal
grants for bioterrorism planning
after the nine groups receiving the
money agreed to work together.

Benson had delayed approval to
review the contracts and deter-
mine whether the funds were
being spent efficiently.

He said he found no abuses.

Pills on demand

AL MONTGOMERY — State
public health officials say

they don’t plan to stop distribution
of emergency contraceptives, also
called “morning after pills,” at fam-
ily planning clinics.

Health officials have been criti-
cized by anti-abortion and Chris-
tian right groups since clinic work-
ers began distributing the pills ear-
lier this year.

Federal officials say the clinic
isn’t required to distribute the
emergency contraceptives.

Inmate swim a problem

ME CAMDEN — Letting a
crew of four inmate labor-

ers working at a state park take a
swim after work has landed the
work-release program in hot
water.

The crew has been suspended
and the program could be in jeopar-
dy after park manager Bill Elliot
let four inmates swim in Lake
Chickawaukie in Rockland.

For more than 20 years, Elliot
has used minimum-security prison-
ers for work around Peaks-Kenny
State Park on Sebec Lake and at
Camden Hills State Park.

He estimates he has supervised
8,000 hours of prison labor without
a problem.

But on the afternoon of July 21,
Elliot and a sergeant from the pris-
on were driving the inmates back
to the Warren lockup when they
stopped along Route 17 to let the in-
mates have a quick swim.

“It was an 80-degree day,” Elliot
said, “and the guys were on the
roof,” working on a picnic pavilion
at the park for about 10 hours.

While the swim was brief, some
feel it mingled inmates with the
general public.

Corrections officials said the
public wasn’t at risk, but the inci-
dent could prove to be a public rela-
tions problem for the restitution
program, which allows mini-
mum-security prisoners nearing
release to work outside the prison.

Warden Jeffrey Merrill was on
vacation when the prisoners were
allowed to swim, but a deputy war-

den suspended the crew from fur-
ther work outside the prison.

Elliot said the rules were un-
clear, and that he would never
have let the prisoners swim if he
knew it was prohibited.

He has let prisoners take short
swim breaks at the park in the
past, but he promised never to
allow it again.

Protest of denim ban

TN DECATUR — Parents in
rural Meigs County are or-

ganizing a protest against a school
dress code that bans denim.

The new rules were adopted in
the spring, but few parents were
aware of them until this month.

School board member Jeremy
Bivens, who voted against the
change, said many people in the
county wear jeans.

Father forgets child

FL INVERNESS — An infant
died in her father’s car after

he mistakenly left her there for
hours outside his office, authorities
said.

Edward Hynes went to work at
an Inverness carpet cleaning com-
pany about 7 a.m., forgetting that
his daughter, McKenzie, was in his
car, said Gail Tierney, spokeswom-
an for the Citrus County sheriff’s
office.

The girl’s mother called Hynes
just before 3 p.m. and asked why
the baby wasn’t at day care, investi-
gators said.

Emergency workers were called
but could not revive the child; her
body temperature registered 106
degrees, sheriff’s officials told the
St. Petersburg Times.

The investigation was continu-
ing, Tierney said.

She said the father was so dis-
traught he could not be inter-
viewed and was taken to a hospital
for treatment, she said.

Inverness is about 60 miles
north of Tampa.

On July 15 in Boca Raton, a
3-year-old boy died after his father
mistakenly left him in his car for
about three hours.

The father has been charged
with aggravated manslaughter of a
child.

Uninsured workers

CT HARTFORD — A survey of
hundreds of small compa-

nies in Connecticut found that near-
ly 40 percent of the businesses’ em-
ployees aren’t given health insur-
ance coverage.

Many companies said they
didn’t offer insurance because of
cost. The survey was part of a state
Office of Health Care Access
project to expand employer-spon-
sored health coverage.

Buttering up fairgoers

IA DES MOINES — A butter
birthday cake and a butter

barn will join the butter cow at the
Iowa State Fair this year.

Norma “Duffy” Lyon is sculpt-
ing a giant three-layer birthday
cake to celebrate the fair’s 150th
anniversary.

Lyon also is sculpting a small
dairy barn. The fair has had a but-
ter cow every year since 1911.

Stories and photos from news wires

Dallas Cowboys cheerleader Christine Chancellor teaches dozens of

children attending the Dallas Cowboys’ Cheerleaders Cheer Camp at the

Oxnard High School in Oxnard, Calif.

Blair Chee, a Mescalero Apache,

dances with Apache War Dancers

at the Ysleta Mission in El Paso,

Texas, during the 65th annual

Tekakwitha Conference, attended

by about 1,000 American Indians

from the United States and Canada.

The nose of a humpback whale breaks the ocean surface as it goes after a school of fish off

Sandbridge beach in Virginia Beach, Va., startling kayaker Joe Bell, of Chesapeake, Va.

Soft shoes

Sign of the times

Big gulps

It’s C-O-W-B-O-Y-S
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HL
Cold frnt. Warm frnt. Occluded fr.Trough Low HighStaty. front

KEY:
Sunny      Pt. Cldy. Mostly cldy. Cloudy         Showers      T-storms          Rain       Rain/snow       Snow

HI LO
Amsterdam 78 60
Bahrain 112 88
Beijing 83 70
Beirut 85 74
Bermuda 85 78
Caracas 81 64
Helsinki 74 61
Hong Kong 92 80
Lisbon 82 62

HI LO
Manila 87 77
Mexico City 72 56
Montreal 82 66
Riyadh 114 87
Rio de. Jan 80 65
Seoul  86 72
Sofia  77 57
Sydney 68 52
Tokyo 87 77

THE WORLD

HI LO
Cape Town 64 44
Dakar  85 76
Freetown 81 74
Kinshasa 83 68

HI LO
Mogadishu 83 73
Nairobi 74 52
Rabat   81 62
Tripoli 96 71

AFRICA

SUN & MOON

Abilene,Tex. 96 73 PCldy
Akron,Ohio 88 69 PCldy
Albany,N.Y. 87 65 Clr
Albuquerque 90 68 PCldy
Allentown,Pa. 86 66 PCldy
Amarillo 98 67 Clr
Anchorage 74 50 PCldy
Asheville 84 64 PCldy
Atlanta 90 72 PCldy
Atlantic City 85 70 PCldy
Austin 97 73 PCldy
Baltimore 87 70 PCldy
Baton Rouge 93 74 PCldy
Billings 93 62 PCldy
Birmingham 91 73 PCldy
Bismarck 85 62 PCldy
Boise 94 62 PCldy
Boston 82 68 PCldy
Bridgeport 83 69 Cldy
Brownsville 98 78 PCldy
Buffalo 84 66 PCldy
Burlington,Vt. 85 64 PCldy
Caribou,Maine 82 60 PCldy
Casper 91 55 PCldy
Charleston,S.C. 90 75 Cldy
Charleston,W.Va. 86 65 PCldy
Charlotte,N.C. 87 69 Cldy
Chattanooga 91 69 PCldy
Cheyenne 89 60 PCldy
Chicago 92 67 PCldy
Cincinnati 87 68 PCldy

Cleveland 89 69 PCldy
Colorado Springs 89 58 PCldy
Columbia,S.C. 90 71 Cldy
Columbus,Ga. 93 73 Cldy
Columbus,Ohio 88 70 PCldy
Concord,N.H. 85 61 Clr
Corpus Christi 95 76 PCldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 98 77 Clr
Dayton 86 70 PCldy
Daytona Beach 89 73 Rain
Denver 93 64 Clr
Des Moines 92 71 PCldy
Detroit 87 70 PCldy
Duluth 75 55 PCldy
El Paso 94 71 PCldy
Elkins 83 60 PCldy
Erie 87 69 PCldy
Eugene 83 53 PCldy
Evansville 90 72 PCldy
Fairbanks 67 51 PCldy
Fargo 80 60 Rain
Flagstaff 79 51 PCldy
Flint 86 68 Cldy
Fort Smith 96 73 Clr
Fort Wayne 89 67 PCldy
Fresno 94 62 Clr
Goodland 100 65 Clr
Grand Junction 92 64 PCldy
Grand Rapids 86 72 Rain
Great Falls 89 56 PCldy
Green Bay 85 65 Rain
Greensboro,N.C. 89 70 PCldy
Harrisburg 87 71 PCldy

Hartford Spgfld 85 65 PCldy
Helena 90 58 PCldy
Honolulu 90 79 Clr
Houston 97 78 PCldy
Huntsville 90 69 PCldy
Indianapolis 89 69 PCldy
Jackson,Miss. 93 71 PCldy
Jacksonville 90 74 Rain
Juneau 67 48 Cldy
Kansas City 94 75 Clr
Key West 92 80 PCldy
Knoxville 88 67 PCldy
Lake Charles 95 76 PCldy
Lansing 86 72 Rain
Las Vegas 101 81 Clr
Lexington 89 68 Clr
Lincoln 100 73 Clr
Little Rock 95 73 PCldy
Los Angeles 80 63 PCldy
Louisville 91 73 Clr
Lubbock 96 71 Clr
Macon 94 71 Cldy
Madison 86 70 Rain
Medford 90 59 Clr
Memphis 94 74 PCldy
Miami Beach 90 75 Rain
Midland-Odessa 94 71 Clr
Milwaukee 84 67 Rain
Mpls-St Paul 89 65 PCldy
Mobile 92 74 Rain
Montgomery 95 74 PCldy
Nashville 92 71 PCldy

New Orleans 92 77 PCldy
New York City 84 72 Cldy
Newark 85 72 Cldy
Norfolk,Va. 84 74 Cldy
North Platte 99 65 PCldy
Oklahoma City 96 72 Clr
Omaha 97 74 Clr
Orlando 89 73 Rain
Paducah 92 72 PCldy
Pendleton 93 61 PCldy
Peoria 90 70 PCldy
Philadelphia 88 72 PCldy
Phoenix 105 88 PCldy
Pittsburgh 85 65 PCldy
Pocatello 91 56 PCldy
Portland,Maine 81 61 Clr
Portland,Ore. 82 59 PCldy
Providence 84 67 PCldy
Pueblo 99 61 PCldy
Raleigh-Durham 87 71 PCldy
Rapid City 96 61 PCldy
Reno 90 54 Clr
Richmond 86 70 Cldy
Roanoke 85 67 PCldy
Rochester 85 65 PCldy
Rockford 91 67 Rain
Sacramento 82 56 Clr
St Louis 95 77 PCldy
St Thomas 91 79 Clr
Salem,Ore. 83 55 PCldy
Salt Lake City 91 68 PCldy
San Angelo 95 72 PCldy

San Antonio 96 77 PCldy
San Diego 75 65 PCldy
San Francisco 67 57 PCldy
San Jose 75 57 PCldy
San Juan,P.R. 91 79 Clr
Santa Fe 87 60 Clr
St Ste Marie 84 60 PCldy
Savannah 91 74 Cldy
Seattle 77 57 PCldy
Shreveport 97 76 PCldy
Sioux City 94 70 PCldy
Sioux Falls 92 68 PCldy
South Bend 89 68 PCldy
Spokane 91 59 PCldy
Springfield,Ill. 91 71 PCldy
Springfield,Mo. 92 71 Clr
Syracuse 87 66 PCldy
Tallahassee 92 74 Rain
Tampa-St Ptrsbg 86 77 Rain
Toledo 90 69 PCldy
Topeka 97 74 Clr
Tucson 98 75 PCldy
Tulsa 97 75 Clr
Tupelo 94 70 PCldy
Waco 98 76 Clr
Washington,D.C. 87 72 PCldy
W.Palm Beach 89 75 Rain
Wichita 100 75 Clr
Wichita Falls 98 73 Clr
Wilkes-Barre 85 64 PCldy
Wilmington,Del. 88 70 PCldy
Yakima 92 59 Clr

TODAY’S STATESIDE OUTLOOK THE UNITED STATES TODAY

EUROPEAN FORECAST

Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight’s
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.
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Moscow
75/59

St. Petersburg
75/62

Kiev
80/65

Bucharest
83/58

Warsaw
70/58

Oslo
78/54

Berlin
80/56

Frankfurt
88/52

Stuttgart
82/54

Prague
76/55

Budapest
77/59

Copenhagen
71/57

Reykjavik
58/48

Dublin
77/57

Ramstein
90/54

Vienna
76/59

Geneva
89/60

Brussels
82/55

Istanbul
82/69

Athens
91/72

Souda Bay
85/72

Sigonella
89/67

Naples
88/69

Rome
87/68

Belgrade
82/56

Sarajevo
76/59

Tirana
87/62

Pristina
73/59

Tuzla
75/61

Aviano
84/64

Pisa
86/66

Paris
90/64

Nice
86/70

Barcelona
94/73

Madrid
94/64

Morón
95/66

Rota
86/64

Lisbon
84/64

Izmir
90/68

London
82/63

Lakenheath
79/57

Stockholm
72/59

Benelux: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
lower 80s and lows in the mid-50s.

Britain, Ireland: Mostly cloudy. Highs
in the upper 70s to lower 80s and lows
in the upper 50s to lower 60s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Partly cloudy.
Highs in the mid-70s and lows in the
upper 50s to lower 60s.

France: Mostly cloud with isolated
thunderstorms. Highs in the mid-80s
to lower 90s and lows in the mid-60s
to lower 70s.

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy.
Highs in the 80s and lows in the lower
to mid-50s.

Southern Germany: Partly cloudy.
Highs in the lower 80s to lower 90s.
Lows in the mid to upper 50s.

Hungary: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
upper 70s and lows in the upper 50s.

Northern Italy: Partly cloudy. Highs
in the mid-80s and lows in the mid-
60s.

Southern Italy: Partly cloudy. Highs
in the upper 80s and lows in the upper
60s.

Kosovo: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
lower to mid-70s and lows in the upper
50s.

Norway: Mostly cloudy with isolated
rainshowers. Highs in the 70s and
lows in the mid-50s.

Portugal, Spain: Partly cloudy. Highs
in the mid-80s in the west and on the
southern coast, mid-90s elsewhere.
Lows in the lower 70s on the eastern
coast, mid-60s elsewhere.

Turkey: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
lower 80s in the north, lower 90s on
the western coast and mid-90s else-
where. Lows in the lower 70s in the
south, upper 60s elsewhere.

European forecast for 02 August 2004

Hi Lo Otlk

For current weather watches, warn-
ings, and 5-day forecasts go to the
USAFE Operational Weather
Squadron home page at
https://ows.sembach.af.mil

Forecast by: USAFE
Operational Weather
Squadron, Sembach,
Germany.
Produced by:A1C
Michael Bouth

As of noon, Eastern U.S. time

Non Operational
Use Only

SAUDI ARABIA

IRAN

OMAN

AFGHANISTAN

PAKISTAN
IRAQ

TURKEY

SYRIA

TURKMENISTAN

INDIA

MIDEAST

Incirlik
95/72

Baghdad
113/78

Kuwait
119/86

Dhahran
108/86

Dubai
106/90

Zahedan
97/67

Karachi
86/80 Bombay

83/78

New Delhi
93/79

Kandahar
99/73

Kabul
85/61

Islamabad
87/72

Mazar-e-Sharif
102/73

Ashgabat
96/69

Tehran
96/79

Hyderabad
80/71

Tel Aviv
87/70

Cairo
91/71
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Today Tomorrow
Sunrise (London) 0520 0521
Sunrise (Frankfurt) 0557 0558
Sunset (London) 2047 2045
Sunset (Frankfurt) 2106 2105

Skopje
84/57•

•Stavanger
70/56

Lajes
75/67

Last qtr.
08/07

New Moon
08/16

First qtr.
08/23

Full Moon
08/30
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BY JOHN GEROME

The Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn.

T
he word “redneck” doesn’t translate well into
German, country singer Gretchen Wilson
learned during her recent overseas tour.

Wilson, whose debut single “Redneck
Women” spent a record six weeks at No. 1, visited four
countries in 10 days this month — Australia, United
Kingdom, Sweden and Germany. The most common
question from foreign reporters: “So what is a redneck?”

“I’d start out in the morning by giving full details, say-
ing a redneck is a person who lives their life without the
best of everything but knows how to live well with what
they’ve got,” Wilson said. “But by the end of the day, I’d
just go, ‘Well, a redneck is kind of like a hillbilly. Next
question.’ ”

A defiant, beer-swigging anthem, “Redneck Woman”
takes up the tone of Charlie Daniels’ “Long Haired Coun-
try Boy” and Lynyrd Skynyrd’s “Sweet Home Alabama.”
It’s woven with lines declaring white trash pride, “Some
people look down on me but I don’t give a rip/I’ll stand
barefooted in my own front yard with a baby on my hip.”

Dressed in blue jeans and silver hoop earrings, the
31-year-old singer says the song has less to do with poor,
white rural Southerners than the title suggests.

“It’s not so much the redneck anthem as it is the
be-true-to-yourself anthem,” she said. “Don’t worry
about what people want to label you, as long as you’re
happy with yourself.

It’s a way of life, really.”
It’s a way of life Wilson knows well. The daughter of a

teenage mother, she dropped out of school in eighth
grade and was cooking and tending bar with her mom at
Big O’s tavern in rural Pocahontas, Ill., 36 miles east of
St. Louis, by the time she was 14. By 15 she was living on

her own and managing the bar with a 12-gauge shotgun
for protection.

She started singing for tips at Big O’s and from there
performed in cover bands in St. Louis.

Wilson moved to Nashville in 1996 and tended bar in
Printers Alley while trying to build a music career. She
became a regular member of the Muzik Mafia, a
loose-knit group of singers, songwriters and musicians
who get together to jam every Tuesday, and then signed
with Sony Music Nashville in August 2003.

Her debut album, “Here For the Party,” has sold 2 mil-
lion copies after only 10 weeks on the chart, helping re-
verse a slump in country music sales and a dearth in fe-
male country chart-toppers.

“We have broken all sorts of records because we had
the good sense to follow a groundbreaking artist, which
should be a cardinal rule in the record business,” said
Sony Music Nashville President John Grady.

Wilson co-wrote six of the 12 songs, including the title
track now released as her second single and climbing
the Billboard chart.

It’s another hard-charging anthem with a strong fe-
male perspective, with the line, “I wear my jeans a little
tight just to watch the little boys come undone.”

“I’ve got a lot of Southern rock influences in my life,”
she said. “I knew I wanted to have a track on my album
that was heavy, really kickin’.”

Terri Clark, a country singer also known for her
rowdy edge, said Wilson’s authenticity is refreshing.

“That’s what I love about Gretchen doing so well,”
said Clark, who surprised Wilson the night of her Grand
Ole Opry debut last May with a case of Jim Beam whis-
key and Skoal chewing tobacco. “She is who she is. She’s
not changing or conforming for anybody.”

Wilson is still trying to comprehend her meteoric rise.
She says her family and friends are documenting every-
thing for her so “someday when I’m an old lady I can
look back and say ‘Look what I did.’ ”

And her 3-year-old daughter, Grace, helps keep her
grounded.

“I don’t know how much of this she really under-
stands,” said Wilson, a single mother. “I know she knows
mommy is on TV, and I know she knows I’m a country
singer. She sees me on TV and she thinks it’s great. But
she also thinks Shrek is coming over tomorrow.”

Paris Hilton leaves lasting mark on ex

Paris Hilton left a permanent impression on ex-boy-
friend Nick Carter ... literally.

When the couple got tattoos together three weeks be-
fore their July 22 breakup, Backstreet
Boy Carter, 24, got “Paris” tattooed on
his wrist, People magazine reports.

Carter wouldn’t say what Hilton had
tattooed, but the pop star says he’s har-
boring no regrets about the untimely
ink: “No (I don’t regret it) because I
love her. She’ll have a place in my
heart, always.”

Hilton, 23, is speaking about the
breakup as well. The hotel heiress-re-
ality TV star told Us Weekly she decid-
ed to end it while having her makeup
done at a photo shoot in New York —
but only after getting her psychic’s
opinion.

“She thought I should be alone, and I agreed with her,”
Hilton said.

Actress Alley happy with her appearance

Kirstie Alley has pulled a switch-a-roo on the tabloids.
After many photographs splashed in different celebrity
magazines documented her noticeable weight gain, the
former “Cheers” actress is going on the offensive.

With her new Showtime show, “Fat Actress,” to begin
filming this fall, Alley is by no means shirking the atten-
tion to her weight problem. But that’s not to say she’s
happy with her appearance.

In New York, Alley told People magazine: “The weird
things is, I don’t like the way I look — and I like who I am.
I like who I am better than I’ve ever liked myself.”

The 53-year-old actress says that her weight is 203
pounds, not the frequently cited 300 pounds. Still, she
completely accepts responsibility for her situation.

“I don’t consider fat a disease. I mean, c’mon, who had
the (expletive) gun to my head? Nobody! What gene in my
body says I have to eat four cakes instead of two? It’s a
choice.”

Shark thrills in film all too real

Old Jaws is looking more fake all the time.
In the new thriller “Open Water,” a couple who is

scuba diving far off the Bahamas surface after being sub-
merged for 40 minutes to find themselves abandoned by

their dive boat. The real panic sets in
when sharks start circling.

And the sharks are real.
Producer Laura Lau said at the

film’s Los Angeles premiere: “Work-
ing with real sharks and not working
with computer-generated effects or
animatronics was really important to
us because we were shooting digital
video. We knew that it would impart a
sense of realism.”

Careful measures were taken for
the actors’ safety. Daniel Travis and
Blanchard Ryan wore protective
chain mail under their wet suits, and

bloody chunks of tuna were tossed into the water to ma-
nipulate the sharks’ movement.

“We hired a shark wrangler who really understood how
the sharks would behave,” said Lau. The sharks, mostly
gray reef sharks averaging 7 feet to 11 feet in length, num-
bered between 45 and 50.

McCartney honors The Bangles

Paul McCartney awarded honorary rock ’n’ roll diplo-
mas to members of ’80s girl group The Bangles at his Liv-
erpool, England, arts school.

McCartney made the band honor-
ary companions of the Liverpool Insti-
tute of Performing Arts during a cere-
mony Friday attended by Bangles
Michael Steele and Vicki Peterson.

In a statement, the band members
said they were “honored and grateful
to accept companionship from this his-
toric institution, and as longtime Beat-
les fans, are absolutely delighted at
the involvement of Sir Paul, and to re-
ceive our rock and roll ‘diplomas’
from the great man himself.”

Past companionships — the equiva-
lent of an honorary degree — have
gone to singer Joan Armatrading and former Sex Pistols
manager Malcolm McLaren.

From The Associated Press

‘Redneck‘Redneck Woman’

Travis

AP

Country music newcomer Gretchen Wilson speaks July 21 during a news conference held at the Country Music Hall Of

Fame in Nashville, Tenn. Wilson’s debut single, “Redneck Woman,” spent a record six weeks at No. 1.

Gretchen Wilson says her
debut single is an anthem
about being true to yourself

Hilton

McCartney

FACES ’N’ PLACES

Monday, August 2, 2004 · STARS AND STRIPES · MIDEAST EDITION · PAGE 19



Peanuts

B
e
tt

e
r 

o
r 

W
o
rs

e
R
e
d
 a

n
d
 R

o
ve

r
B

e
e
tl

e
 B

a
il
e
y

H
i 
a
n
d
 L

o
is

C
a
th

y
Z
it

s
Ju

m
p
 S

ta
rt

C
a
lv

in
 a

n
d
 H

o
b
b
e
s

The wise Pisces moon gives a
moody glow to this high-energy,
unpredictable day — when surpris-
ing events happen, it’s as
though they’re occurring in
a mystical fog that makes
them all the more dramatic.
The Leo sun seems to
design the picturesque
scenarios so they’ll fit nicely
into the storytelling session
that goes on tonight.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAYS
(August 2). You’re primed
for action this year, and you
get plenty of that, especially
in the next seven weeks.
Your career is taking off.
Singles make a romantic commit-
ment in September; Scorpio and
Cancer are good matches. See
different parts of the world in Octo-
ber. Appreciation and acclaim in
November are followed by a finan-
cial bump up.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
There’s a discrepancy between the
way you see yourself and the way
the rest of the world sees you. You’ll
be trying to close the gap by getting
more objective, more realistic and
less concerned about what people
think.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
As much as you’d like to go blithely
ahead, doubts creep in. At least you
can be assured that everybody has
them. If you articulate your worries
specifically, you’ll be able to create
clear-cut remedies to oppose your
fear.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You’ll be uniting with friends in a
way that brings you financial gain.
Work tip: Find out everything that is
expected of you. You’ll feel confident
about your ability to the job because
you know what is, and what is not,
expected of you.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). If
energy is on the low side, it’s proba-
bly because you’re getting worn by
the characteristics of the modern
workplace. Working in a dimly lit
office or performing the same task
over and over again will finally get
on your nerves.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). That
reward system you used to create
for yourself has been neglected too

long — it’s time to reinstate it.
Having too few rewards in your

life has been cited as a cause for
depression. Spoiling yourself isn’t
such a bad idea after all.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Feelings of being overwhelmed are

part of the adventure, but
you can beat them. Build
your confidence, bit by
bit. Your problems can’t
be solved in a day —
break them into smaller
steps, ones that you can
easily succeed at.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). You’ve got
the courage to act in spite
of your fears. But try to
relax. Chances are,
you’re making more of

this in your mind. Love relationships
provide a naive thrill — you’ll feel
like you did back in grade school.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Taking love to the next level is the
main idea, as the stars stir up a
need for more intimate connections.

Competition only serves to rev
your engine! “Bring it on!” you’ll say,
even though your insides shake like
jelly. Good for you.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). You’re striving for an elusive
ideal today, but you’ll get further by
not striving. What’s missing is a
sense of playfulness and fun. With-
out that, your efforts become drain-
ing and meaningless.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). It’s satisfying to take steps,
however small, toward accomplish-
ing dreams but surprisingly unfulfill-
ing to talk about it too much. Keep
things close to the vest, and let the
tension build.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
You exude joviality and go about
your day interacting with others a
polite and cooperative mood. For
this reason, you’ll be chosen to
receive a shocking privilege. To-
night, zero in on someone you like a
great deal.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
You attract classy people and pos-
sessions because you show the
world you know how to take care of
what is yours. Others also gift you
with gems of wisdom, but you only
believe what your own experience
dictates.

Creators Syndicate

Horoscope

Joyce Jillson
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across
1 Bridge

5 Wrigley 

product

8 Capri, e.g.

12 Yield by 

treaty

13 — pinch

14 Neet rival

15 Speedy

steed

16 Cheaply

18 Big ruckus

20 Thin

pancakes

21 Cilium

23 Nipper’s 

employer

24 Figure of 

speech

28 Sousaphone

cousin

31 Parisian pal

32 Strength

34 Legislation

35 Courage

37 Captain

Corcoran’s 

ship

39 Larry’s 

cohort

41 Advantage

42 Decorates

45 More apt to

frighten

49 Very favorable, as

a review

51 Peregrinate

52 Basilica area

53 Candle count

54 Rams’ ma’ams

55 Audio-cassette

part

56 George Burns role

57 Mini-pie

Down
1 Ella’s specialty 

2 Machu Picchu

locale

3 Eden evictee

4 Space cloud

5 Airport business,

often

6 Important numero

7 Painter Chagall

8 Bug

9 Brazilian city

10 Queue

11 Work units

17 Timetable abbr.

19 Reindeer herder,

probably

22 Footballer/actor

24 Periodical, 

briefly

25 Down Under bird

26 Chickadee’s

cousin

27 Made

29 Prohibit

30 Idolater’s 

emotion

33 Carry on

36 Brownish

orange

38 Search (out)

40 USNA grad

42 From a distance

43 Nitwit

44 Unescorted

46 Ottumwa is 

there

47 Till the end of

time

48 Take 10

50 Past

Answer to Previous Puzzle
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Family Circus
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Dear Annie: Our

20-year-old son,
“Patrick,” lives at home.
He has a full-time job
that grosses $25,000 a
year. His only monthly
expenses are $146 for his
car, $100 for insurance
and $50 for his computer.
Yet he has only $1,400 in
his bank account. He
blows the rest of his
income on gas, fast food,
tattoos, beer, entertain-
ment and his cell phone.

Patrick pays nothing for room
and board. His girlfriend does
his laundry and cleans his bed-
room, which is the largest room
in the house (it used to be our
garage), and he has a private
bath. Patrick does nothing to
help out with chores. He also has
a fish, a ferret, and a dog that is
constantly getting out of the
fenced backyard and into our
living room.

Patrick expects us to pay for
any repairs in his room, such as
plumbing or painting, and to buy

his clothes. He has no
plans to marry or move
out in the near future.
Annie, we love our son,
and he is a nice person,
but we wonder if we’re
making it too easy.
What do other families
charge their grown
children who live at
home?
— Wondering Parents

Dear Wondering: Of
course you are making

it too easy, which takes away
Patrick’s incentive to be more
independent. But you already
know that.

Here’s the rule: Patrick should
pay one-quarter of his gross
monthly income for rent, which
means he should be giving you
roughly $500 a month. Even with
the additional $296 he pays for
his car, insurance and computer,
it’s still a bargain, especially if
you are feeding him. It’s time to
let him know.

Dear Annie: Recently, my

sister passed away. This was a

sad time for us, but I became
even more upset after the funer-
al service, when I noticed many
people plucking the roses out of
the casket piece. This is the
rudest thing I have ever seen.
My family paid nearly $300 for
this beautiful arrangement.

Please let your readers know
that those flowers were bought
by someone else and are meant
to stay at the gravesite.

— You Know Who You Are

in Ole Miss

Dear Miss: Flowers should not
be removed from the casket
unless the family has given per-
mission to take them. It might
help you get over this breach by
considering that the funeral
guests may have wanted a me-
mento because your sister meant
so much to them. Our condolenc-
es.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to annies-
mailbox@comcast.net, or write to:
Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndicate,
5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700, Los
Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Dear Abby:
My dad went to prison in 1989

and was released last November.
My sister and I were excited that
Dad was coming home, but it has
been a nightmare. He is manipu-
lative, whiny and endlessly
needy.

He moved in with my
sister and she’s going
crazy. She asked me to
take him, but after my
husband saw the way
Dad behaves, he flat out
refused to have him in
our home. I agree with
him.

Dad keeps making
excuses about why he
can’t live on his own. He
claims he doesn’t have
the money, but then he goes out
and buys all kinds of things for

himself. He refuses to accept

responsibility for his actions and
insists that things are everybody

else’s fault.

My sister feels too guilty to
kick him out, and I am at the end

of my rope. Dad won’t go to
counseling because he thinks he
doesn’t need it. Is this a case for
tough love?
— Needs to Know in Washington

Dear Needs: The person who
could benefit from counseling is

your sister. Until she
can emotionally dis-
tance herself from Dad,
she will continue to be
manipulated by his
stance as a perpetual
victim and his guilt
trips. Once your sister
has established bound-
aries, setting a date for
Dad to be out of her
home and insisting
upon it are excellent
ideas.

Dear Abby:
After reading the letter from

“Pussyfooting in Nebraska,” who

gets too many jokes and other

e-mails from her mother, I

thought I’d offer up my solution.

Most of my e-mails go to my

office account. However, I have
set up a separate e-mail account
specifically for my mother
through a free service. Mother
sends her e-mails to that ac-
count, and that’s all that goes into
it. Of course, it eventually gets
filled up with jokes, etc., and
whenever I get a chance (every
month or so, or when she lets me
know that it is full), I check it,
and read and delete all of her
e-mails.

I hope this is helpful for
“Pussyfooting.”

— Faithful Reader in L.A.

Dear Faithful: That sounds
like quite a project! However, for
someone who doesn’t want per-
sonal e-mails commingled with
business correspondence, your
solution may be just the ticket.
Thank you for the suggestion.

Letters for this column — with your

name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 69440,

Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at

http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Annie’s Mailbox

Ex-con dad’s ways upset family

Life too easy for full-grown son

Dear Abby
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10-day hunt for suspected killer
ends with fatal gunfire in Rome

BY FRANCES D’EMILIO

The Associated Press

ROME — A 10-day manhunt
for the suspected killer of a police-
man ended in bloodshed before
horrified tourists in central
Rome, where the fugitive
grabbed a Frenchwoman at gun-
point before he was mortally
wounded in a shootout with po-
lice, officers and witnesses said.

“‘What does it matter, I’m al-
ready dead, I’ll kill her,’ ” Lu-
ciano Liboni yelled as police de-
manded he surrender outside a
subway entrance Saturday, ac-
cording to Carabinieri paramili-
tary police. The woman was un-
harmed.

Liboni, suspected of killing a po-
liceman July 22, had been spotted
Saturday morning and surround-
ed by police near the Circus Maxi-
mus, an ancient Roman field that

is a major tourist attraction in
Rome.

“Our man fired at Liboni, the
lady instinctively dropped to the
ground,” Maj. Attilio Auricchio
was quoted as saying by the Ital-
ian news agency Apcom. “Her
husband feared for his wife’s life,
but she got up right away, run-
ning toward her children.”

Private TG5 TV news showed
the women, looking shaken, being
taken away in a police car. A few
yards away, a puddle of blood
stained the pavement. On the
ground was a black knapsack,
which police said was Liboni’s. It
contained $40,000, which police
said they suspected came from
robberies, and eight pairs of eye-
glasses, which investigators said
Liboni kept to change his appear-
ance in a bid to avoid capture.

A few hours after the shootout,

Liboni died of head wounds at
San Giovanni hospital, where he
had undergone surgery, surgeon
Stefano Esposito told reporters.

Top Carabinieri officers at a
news conference said Liboni fired
five shots from his revolver at po-
lice near the subway entrance,
and one of the two motorcycle po-
lice who had cornered him fired
three shots at the fugitive.

A Roman woman, walking near
Piazza Venezia in the heart of the
Italian capital, had told police a
few minutes earlier that she
thought she had recognized Libo-
ni heading toward Circus Maxi-
mus, a grassy field where the an-
cient Romans ran chariot races.

Liboni’s ability to strike and
flee earned him the nickname
“The Wolf.” He had been on the
run for two years. Before the slay-
ing of the policeman, he had been
wanted for other shootings, and
he had a record of robberies.

18 wounded in Prague bombing

PRAGUE, Czech Republic — A bomb targeting a
casino owner exploded under a car on a busy restau-
rant street in the Czech capital Sunday, injuring at
least 18 people, including two Americans, in what
authorities described as a probable gangland attack.

The incident was being investigated as an attempt-
ed murder, and authorities have “ruled out” terror-
ism, she said.

Kuwait bans ‘Fahrenheit 9/11’

KUWAIT CITY — Kuwait, a major U.S. ally in the
Gulf, has banned Michael Moore’s “Fahrenheit
9/11” because it deems the movie insulting to the
Saudi Arabian royal family and critical of America’s
invasion of Iraq, an official said Sunday.

A spokesman at the Kuwait Information Ministry
said the film “insulted the Saudi royal family by say-
ing they had common interests with the Bush family
and that those interests contradicted with the inter-
ests of the American people.”

Berlin Olympic Stadium reopens

BERLIN — Berlin’s renovated Olympic Stadium
was inaugurated Saturday, with fireworks and an ap-
pearance by the granddaughter of 1936 Berlin Olym-
pics legend Jesse Owens marking the transforma-
tion of the Nazi-era colossus into a modern sporting
arena.

Athletes ranging from pole-vaulters to soccer play-
ers symbolically took possession of the stadium, orig-
inally built on Adolf Hitler’s orders for the 1936
Games, as fireworks lit up the playing field under
the building’s sleek new roof.

Israel tries to stop Jordan arms deal

JERUSALEM — Israel is trying to prevent an
arms deal that would put high-tech U.S.-made
air-to-air missiles on Jordanian aircraft, Israeli gov-
ernment and security officials said Sunday.

Israel has asked Congress to delay approval of the
deal, which is already in advanced stages.

From wire reports

AP

Italian Carabinieri officers block access to the shootout scene where Luciano Liboni, the suspected killer of

a policeman, was mortally wounded Saturday near Rome’s Circus Maximus, capping a 10-day manhunt.

Police shot Liboni after he fired at police and took a French tourist hostage.
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AFN schedule
(All times Central European. AFN-A:

AFN-Atlantic; PAC: AFN-Pacific/Korea; SPT:
AFN-Sports; dld: delayed; cut: two-hour or
90-minute cut-down. Listings are latest avail-
able from AFRTS and subject to change with-
out notice.)

Television
Baseball — Boston at Tampa Bay, 1 a.m.

Tuesday, AFN-A Boxing — Tuesday Night
Fights, opponents TBD, 1 p.m. Wednesday,
Aug. 4, (dld) SPT.

Football — CFL Crunch: 7:30 a.m. Wednes-
day, (dld) SPT; 4:30 p.m.

Golf — Battle at The Bridges, Tiger
Woods and Hank Kuehne vs. Phil Mickelson
and John Daly, 2 a.m. Tuesday, (dld) SPT.

Motorsports — Nextel Cup Pennsylvania
500, 9 a.m. Tuesday (dld), SPT; FIM Super-
bike GP of Great Britain, 1 a.m. Tuesday
(dld), SPT; NHRA Fram Autolite Nationals, 6
a.m. Tuesday (dld), SPT.

Tennis — ATP Masters Series Canada:
championship, 3:30 p.m. Monday (dld), SPT;
ATP Masters Series Cincinnati: Day 1, 1:30
a.m. Wednesday, SPT.

X Games — 2004 X Games X: Preview
Show, 8 p.m. Monday and 4 p.m. Tuesday
(both dld), both SPT.

AFN-Europe can be reached at DSN
329-4444 or German civ. 069-156-88-444. Com-
mercial callers from outside Germany must
drop the initial zero after dialing country
code 0049. AFN-Atlantic’s Web site is
www.afneurope.net. Click on “television” or
“radio” for latest schedules. AFN's parent or-
ganization, AFRTS at March Reserve AFB,
Calif., can be reached at DSN (312) 348-1319
or commercial (909) 413-2319. Its Web site is
www.myafn.net.

Auto racing

NASCAR Busch Series
Salute to the Troops 250

Saturday
At Pikes Peak International Raceway

Fountain, Colo.
Lap Length: 1 mile

(Start position in parentheses)
1. (25) Greg Biffle, Ford, 250 laps, $74,835.
2. (15) Stacy Compton, Ford, 250, $69,420.
3. (16) Jason Leffler, Chevrolet, 250,

$46,630.
4. (10) Clint Bowyer, Chevrolet, 250,

$33,600.
5. (1) Martin Truex Jr., Chevrolet, 250,

$40,815.
6. (13) Mike Bliss, Chevrolet, 250, $34,150.
7. (3) David Stremme, Dodge, 250, $29,730.
8. (7) David Green, Chevrolet, 250, $34,000.
9. (12) Casey Atwood, Chevrolet, 250,

$27,075.
10. (5) Bobby Hamilton Jr., Ford, 250,

$32,700.
11. (11) Ron Hornaday Jr., Chevrolet, 250,

$30,925.
12. (24) Paul Menard, Chevrolet, 250,

$22,925.
13. (6) Jason Keller, Ford, 250, $30,230.
14. (9) Kenny Wallace, Chevrolet, 250,

$22,695.
15. (19) Regan Smith, Chevrolet, 249,

$21,000.
16. (31) Tony Raines, Chevrolet, 249,

$18,225.
17. (2) Kyle Busch, Chevrolet, 248, $27,620.
18. (18) Ashton Lewis Jr., Chevrolet, 247,

$21,995.
19. (27) Robert Pressley, Ford, 247, $21,870.
20. (37) Shane Hall, Chevrolet, 247, $18,575.
21. (26) Hermie Sadler, Chevrolet, 246,

$21,620.
22. (20) Travis Geisler, Chevrolet, 246,

$19,475.
23. (17) Mike Wallace, Ford, 245, $27,175.
24. (39) Randy MacDonald, Chevrolet, 238,

$19,200.
25. (14) Tim Fedewa, Chevrolet, 211, engine

failure, $21,095.
26. (41) Tina Gordon, Ford, 210, too slow,

$19,025.
27. (8) Tyler Walker, Dodge, 200, $18,800.
28. (23) John Hayden, Chevrolet, 169, elec-

trical, $16,680.
29. (4) Johnny Sauter, Chevrolet, 140, en-

gine failure, $16,570.
30. (33) Steve Grissom, Chevrolet, 96, oil

pump, $16,560.
31. (35) Gus Wasson, Chevrolet, 46, engine

failure, $25,870.
32. (36) Jimmy Kitchens, Ford, 46, overheat-

ing, $16,240.
33. (21) Clint Vahsholtz, Ford, 32, accident,

$16,130.
34. (38) Bruce Bechtel, Ford, 22, transmis-

sion, $16,025.
35. (34) Brad Teague, Chevrolet, 20, over-

heating, $15,915.
36. (32) Kenny Hendrick, Chevrolet, 18,

clutch, $15,825.
37. (29) Roland Isaacs, Chevrolet, 17, over-

heating, $15,765.
38. (22) Stanton Barrett, Chevrolet, 13,

transmission, $15,730.
39. (43) Stan Boyd, Chevrolet, 11, vibration,

$15,695.
40. (42) Kim Crosby, Dodge, 11, engine fail-

ure, $15,660.
41. (28) Mark Green, Ford, 9, electrical,

$15,625.
42. (30) Jeff Fuller, Chevrolet, 6, brakes,

$25,110.
43. (40) Derrike Cope, Ford, 2, engine fail-

ure, $19,576.

Race Statistics
Winner’s average speed: 107.181 mph.
Time of Race: 2 hours, 19 minutes, 57 sec-

onds.
Margin of Victory: 1.651 seconds.
Caution Flags: 5 for 31 laps.
Lead Changes: 10 among 6 drivers.
Lap Leaders: M.Truex Jr. 1-6; K.Busch 7-21;

J.Sauter 22-36; K.Busch 37; M.Truex Jr. 38-60;
J.Sauter 61-79; M.Truex Jr. 80; S.Compton
81-93; M.Truex Jr. 94-215; J.Leffler 216-227;
G.Biffle 228-250.

Point Standings: 1, M.Truex Jr., 3,158. 2,
K.Busch, 3,016. 3, J.Leffler, 2,779. 4, R.Horna-
day Jr., 2,775. 5, G.Biffle, 2,745. 6, D.Green,
2,737. 7, J.Keller, 2,713. 8, B.Hamilton Jr.,
2,665. 9, M.Bliss, 2,449. 10, T.Fedewa, 2,339.

Golf

Women’s British Open
Sunday

At The Old Course at Sunningdale
Sunningdale, England

Purse: $1.6 million
Yardage: 6,392; Par: 72

Final Round
Karen Stupples  65-70-70-64—269 -19
Rachel Teske 70-69-65-70—274 -14
Heather Bowie 70-69-65-71—275 -13
Lorena Ochoa 69-71-66-70—276 -12
Michele Redman 70-71-70-66—277 -11
Giulia Sergas 72-71-67-67—277 -11
Beth Daniel 69-69-71-68—277 -11
Jung Yeon Lee 67-72-70-69—278 -10
Minea Blomqvist 68-78-62-70—278 -10
Laura Davies 70-69-69-70—278 -10
Pat Hurst 72-72-66-69—279 -9
Cristie Kerr 69-73-63-74—279 -9
Hee-Won Han 72-68-70-70—280 -8
Carin Koch 70-70-70-70-—80 -8
Grace Park 71-70-69-70—280 -8
Laura Diaz 70-69-70-71—280 -8
Natalie Gulbis 68-71-70-71—280 -8
Annika Sorenstam 68-71-70-71—280 -8
Christina Kim 73-68-68-71—280 -8
Paula Marti 73-66-68-73—280 -8
Se Ri Pak 73-70-69-69—281 -7
Michelle Estill 70-72-68-71—281 -7

U.S. Senior Open
Saturday

At Bellerive Country Club
St. Louis

Purse: $2.6 million
Yardage: 7,117; Par: 71

Second Round
Peter Jacobsen 65-70—135 -7
Craig Stadler 66-69—135 -7
Jose Maria Canizares 68-68—136 -6
Tom Kite 69-68—137 -5
Jay Haas 67-70—137 -5
Fuzzy Zoeller 71-66—137 -5
D.A. Weibring 71-66—137 -5
Bob Gilder 68-69—137 -5
Gil Morgan 68-70—138 -4
Hale Irwin 71-67—138 -4
Morris Hatalsky 70-69—139 -3
Mark James 70-70—140 -2
Dave Stockton 72-68—140 -2
Bruce Fleisher 69-71—140 -2
Doug Johnson 70-70—140 -2
Walter Hall 69-71—140 -2
Andy Bean 69-71—140 -2
Doug Tewell 70-70—140 -2
Dan Halldorson 69-71—140 -2
Don Pooley 68-73—141 -1
Darrell Kestner 69-72—141 -1
Mark McNulty 68-73—141 -1
Gary Sowinski 70-71—141 -1
David Eger 68-73—141 -1
Graham Marsh 71-71—142 E
Jim Thorpe 74-68—142 E
John Harris 72-70—142 E
Wayne Levi 68-74—142 E
Pete Oakley 76-66—142 E
Larry Nelson 72-70—142 E
Dave Barr 71-71—142 E
Mike Reid 71-72—143 +1
Bruce Summerhays 73-70—143 +1
Stewart Ginn 71-72—143 +1
Jim Ahern 72-71—143 +1
Tom Jenkins 69-74—143 +1
Dave Eichelberger 74-69—143 +1
John Jacobs 71-72—143 +1
Des Smyth 74-69—143 +1
Ricky Beck 71-73—144 +2
Jay Sigel 69-75—144 +2
Tom Purtzer 70-74—144 +2
Leonard Thompson 69-75—144 +2
Hajime Meshiai 74-70—144 +2
John Aubrey 69-75—144 +2
John Ross 74-70—144 +2

Bruce Lietzke 75-69—144 +2
Tom Watson 74-70—144 +2
Jack Slayton 75-70—145 +3
Sammy Rachels 71-74—145 +3
Steven Veriato 77-68—145 +3
Steve Ball 73-73—146 +4
Pat Tallent 72-74—146 +4
Allen Doyle 76-70—146 +4
James Mason 76-70—146 +4
Dana Quigley 77-69—146 +4
Beau Baugh 72-74—146 +4
Ken Peyre-Ferry 74-72—146 +4
Bob Murphy 73-73—146 +4
Mike McCullough 73-73—146 +4

Notables – Failed to qualify
Bobby Wadkins 75-72—147 +5
Ben Crenshaw 71-77—148 +6
Gary Player 74-74—148 +6
Raymond Floyd 76-73—149 +7
Hubert Green 73-76—149 +7
Jerry Pate 76-75—151 +9
J.C. Snead 75-76—151 +9
Arnold Palmer 83-82—165 +23

Buick Open
Saturday

At Warwick Hills Golf and Country Club
Grand Blanc, Mich.
Purse: $4.5 million

Yardage: 7,127; Par: 72
Third Round

Vijay Singh 63-70-65—198 -18
John Daly 70-64-66—200 -16
Tiger Woods 67-68-66—201 -15
Carlos Franco 67-67-67—201 -15
Daniel Chopra 68-68-66—202 -14
Olin Browne 64-70-69—203 -13
Jim Furyk 66-67-70—203 -13
Matt Gogel 68-68-68—204 -12
Stewart Cink 69-65-70—204 -12
Jeff Sluman 70-67-68—205 -11
Hank Kuehne 69-69-68—206 -10
Jose Maria Olazabal 70-67-69—206 -10
Jerry Kelly 71-66-69—206 -10
Billy Andrade 68-65-73—206 -10
Steve Allan 67-72-68—207 -9
Paul Casey 72-66-69—207 -9
Brian Gay 68-70-69—207 -9
Mark O'Meara 67-70-70—207 -9
Scott McCarron 68-69-70—207 -9
Scott Verplank 70-67-70—207 -9
Craig Barlow 66-69-72—207 -9
Brenden Pappas 66-73-69—208 -8
Geoff Ogilvy 69-70-69—208 -8
Jim Carter 69-69-70—208 -8
David Peoples 66-71-71—208 -8
Bob Tway 68-67-73—208 -8
Steve Flesch 69-71-69—209 -7
Woody Austin 72-68-69—209 -7
Tom Pernice, Jr. 70-70-69—209 -7
J.P. Hayes 72-68-69—209 -7
Brett Quigley 72-68-69—209 -7
Neal Lancaster 71-68-70—209 -7
Rich Barcelo 70-69-70—209 -7
Wes Short, Jr. 70-68-71—209 -7
Bill Glasson 75-63-71—209 -7
Justin Rose 68-70-71—209 -7
Kenny Perry 69-68-72—209 -7
Pat Bates 70-65-74—209 -7
Patrick Sheehan 71-69-70—210 -6
Paul Azinger 72-68-70—210 -6
Pat Perez 73-67-70—210 -6
Dan Olsen 72-68-70—210 -6
Glen Day 68-71-71—210 -6
Chris DiMarco 69-68-73—210 -6
Ken Duke 69-71-71—211 -5
Steve Stricker 69-71-71—211 -5
Larry Mize 70-70-71—211 -5
Jason Dufner 71-69-71—211 -5
Bob Burns 70-70-71—211 -5
Jeff Brehaut 70-69-72—211 -5
Jay Williamson 70-69-72—211 -5
Robert Damron 67-71-73—211 -5
Tom Byrum 71-69-72—212 -4
Danny Briggs 68-72-72—212 -4
Roland Thatcher 69-71-72—212 -4
Joe Ogilvie 73-67-72—212 -4
Len Mattiace 66-73-73—212 -4
Mike Grob 65-73-74—212 -4
Mathias Gronberg 69-71-73—213 -3
Greg Chalmers 69-71-73—213 -3
John E. Morgan 70-70-73—213 -3
Billy Mayfair 71-69-73—213 -3
Carl Pettersson 69-71-73—213 -3
Bill Haas 72-65-76—213 -3
J.L. Lewis 72-67-75—214 -2
Robert Gamez 68-68-78—214 -2
Lucas Glover 70-69-76—215 -1
Dan Forsman 68-71-76—215 -1
Hunter Mahan 70-68-77—215 -1
Hideto Tanihara 73-67-77—217 +1
David Morland IV 70-70-78—218 +2

Scandanavian Masters
Sunday

At Barseback Golf and Country Club Course

Loddekopinge, Sweden
Purse: $1.94 million

Yardage: 7,365; Par: 72
Final

Luke Donald, England 69-65-69-69—272
Peter Hanson, Sweden 72-66-68-71—277
Henrik Stenson, Sweden 68-70-70-69—277
Ian Poulter, England 72-68-74-65—279
C. Montgomerie, Scotland 72-68-72-67—279
David Lynn, England 72-68-69-71—280
Simon Khan, England 70-69-72-70—281
Peter Lawrie, Ireland 72-74-72-64—282
Marcel Siem, Germany 71-74-69-68—282
Adam Scott, Australia 72-71-70-69—282
David Howell, England 67-71-74-70—282
Niclas Fasth, Sweden 71-71-70-70—282
Jesper Parnevik, Sweden 69-70-71-72—282
Steve Webster, England 68-74-68-72—282
Markus Brier, Austria 70-71-71-71—283
Ross Fisher, England 71-71-70-71—283
Raymond Russell, Scotland 72-72-68-71—283
Stephen Scahill, New Zeal. 72-73-67-71—283
Charl Schwartzel, S.Africa 73-69-69-72—283

Also
Nick Faldo, England 71-72-69-72—284
Pierre Fulke, Sweden 71-70-73-73—287
Ian Woosnam, Wales 72-73-70-74—289

Tennis

WTA Tour Acura Classic
Saturday

At La Costa Resort and Spa
Carlsbad, Calif.

Purse: $1.3 million (Tier I)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
Semifinals

Lindsay Davenport (4), United States, def.
Elena Dementieva (5), Russia, 6-2, 6-4.

Anastasia Myskina (3), Russia, def. Vera
Zvonareva (12), Russia, 6-2, 6-7 (4), 7-6 (15).

Doubles
Semifinals

Cara Black, Zimbabwe, and Rennae
Stubbs (2), Australia, def. Martina Navratilo-
va and Lisa Raymond (4), United States, 7-5 ,
7-6 (4).

Virginia Ruano Pascual, Spain, and Paola
Suarez (1), Argentina, def. Elena Likhovtseva
and Vera Zvonareva (5), Russia, 2-6, 6-4, 7-6
(6).

ATP Tennis Masters Canada
Saturday

At Rexall Centre
Toronto

Purse: $2.5 million (Masters)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
Semifinals

Roger Federer (1), Switzerland, def. Tho-
mas Johansson, Sweden, 4-6, 6-3, 6-2.

Andy Roddick (2), United States, def. Nico-
las Kiefer, Germany, 7-5, 6-3.

Doubles
Quarterfinals

Michael Llodra and Fabrice Santoro (3),
France, def. Sebastien Grosjean, France, and
Dominik Hrbaty, Slovakia, 6-2, 7-5.

Semifinals
Mahesh Bhupathi and Leander Paes (8),

India, def. Mark Knowles, Bahamas, and
Daniel Nestor (4), Canada, 6-4, 6-4.

Jonas Bjorkman, Sweden, and Max Mirnyi
(2), Belarus, def. Michael Llodra and Fabrice
Santoro (3), France, 7-6 (2), 7-6 (2).

Pro soccer

Major League Soccer
Eastern Conference

 W L T Pts GF GA
MetroStars 8 6 5 29 33 34
Columbus 6 5 6 24 18 18
D.C. United 5 7 6 21 24 28
Chicago 4 8 7 19 19 24
New England 4 8 6 18 22 28

Western Conference
Los Angeles 9 5 6 33 35 28
Kansas City 9 5 5 32 28 18
Colorado 6 5 8 26 16 17
Dallas 6 7 5 23 23 25
San Jose 5 6 6 21 28 26

NOTE: Three points for victory, one point
for tie.

Wednesday’s games
Columbus 2, Dallas 1
MetroStars 2, Kansas City 1
Colorado 2, Chicago 0

Saturday’s game
Eastern Conference 3, Western Confer-

ence 2, All-Star Game
Saturday, Aug. 7

Columbus at New England
Colorado at Dallas
D.C. United at San Jose

Sunday, Aug. 8
Los Angeles at MetroStars

Pro basketball

WNBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE

 W L Pct GB
New York 13 12 .520 —
Detroit 13 13 .500 ½
Charlotte 12 12 .500 ½
Connecticut 13 14 .481 1
Washington 12 14 .462 1½
Indiana 12 15 .444 2

WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB
Los Angeles 19 7 .731 —
Seattle 16 8 .667 2
Minnesota 14 11 .560 4½
Phoenix 12 13 .480 6½
Sacramento 12 13 .480 6½
Houston 12 14 .462 7
San Antonio 6 20 .231 13

Saturday’s games
Houston 62, Indiana 54
New York 80, Connecticut 66
Los Angeles 79, San Antonio 67
Sacramento 62, Charlotte 61

Sunday’s games
Washington 82, Phoenix 62
Minnesota at Detroit
Charlotte at Seattle

Monday’s games
No games scheduled

Tuesday’s games
No games scheduled

Wednesday’s Games
No games scheduled

Thursday’s game
WNBA All-Star Stars vs. U.S. Nationals at

New York

Deals

Saturday’s transactions
BASEBALL

American League
BOSTON RED SOX—Acquired SS Orlando

Cabrera from Montreal and 1B Doug Mientk-
iewicz from Minnesota, sent SS Nomar Gar-
ciaparra, OF Matt Murton and cash consider-
ations to the Chicago Cubs, who sent SS
Alex Gonzalez, RHP Francis Beltran, INF Bren-
dan Harris to Montreal and LHP Justin Jones
to Minnesota. Acquired OF Dave Roberts
from Los Angeles for OF Henri Stanley.

NEW YORK YANKEES—Traded RHP Jose
Contreras and cash to the Chicago White
Sox for RHP Esteban Loaiza. Recalled OF
Bubba Crosby from Columbus of the IL.

OAKLAND ATHLETICS—Activated INF Este-
ban German from the 15-day DL. Optioned
INF Ramon Castro to Midland of the Texas
League.

SEATTLE MARINERS—Optioned INF Ramon
Santiago to Tacoma of the PCL. Called up INF
Jose Lopez from Tacoma.

TEXAS RANGERS—Purchased the contract
of LHP Mike Bacsik from Oklahoma of the
PCL. Optioned LHP Sam Narron to Oklaho-
ma.

National League
CINCINNATI REDS—Transferred OF Jason

Romano from the 15- to the 60-day DL.
FLORIDA MARLINS—Traded OF Abraham

Nunez to Kansas City for RHP Rudy Seanez.
Acquired RHP Ismael Valdez from San Diego
for RHP Travis Chick.

LOS ANGELES DODGERS—Acquired CF
Steve Finley and C Brent Mayne from Arizo-
na for C Koyie Hill, OF Reggie Abercrombie
and LHP Bill Murphy. Traded LHP Tom Mar-
tin and cash to Atlanta for LHP Matt Mer-
ricks.

NEW YORK METS—Traded RHP Scott Erick-
son and cash to Texas for a player to be
named.

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS—Placed RHP Jer-
ome Williams on the 15-day DL. Recalled
RHP Merkin Valdez from Norwich of the East-
ern League.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

BUFFALO BILLS—Signed WR Lee Evans to a
multiyear contract and QB J.P. Losman to a
five-year contract.

GREEN BAY PACKERS—Signed DL Corey
Williams.

HOUSTON TEXANS—Placed TE Bennie Jopp-
ru, S Ramon Walker and QB B.J. Symons on
the physically-unable-to-perform list.

MIAMI DOLPHINS—Signed CB Will Poole.
NEW ORLEANS SAINTS—Agreed to terms

with DE Will Smith on a six-year contract.
WASHINGTON REDSKINS—Signed WR

Dameane Douglas, K Ola Kimrin, and DB
Ryan Clark. Placed CB Walt Harris on the ac-
tive physically-unable-to-perform list.
Waived DB Dennard Wilson and OL Quinn
Christensen.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

ANAHEIM MIGHTY DUCKS—Agreed to
terms F Rob Niedermayer on a one-year con-
tract.

BUFFALO SABRES—Re-signed C Tim Con-
nolly, G Mika Noronen and D Rory Fitzpatrick
to one year contracts.

LOS ANGELES KINGS—Agreed to terms
with F Sean Avery on a two-year contract ex-
tension.

TANK MCNAMARA

SCOREBOARD
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BY TOM CANAVAN

The Associated Press

ALBANY, N.Y. — By all appearances,
Heisman Trophy winner Ron Dayne is
making the most of what could be his last
chance with the New York Giants.

Just looking at the Giants’ first-round
draft pick in 2000 tells the story.

His gut is gone. His body is lean. His
mind is focused on playing football — play-
ing being the key word — for new coach
Tom Coughlin in a backfield where he will
share time at halfback with Tiki Barber.

“I think he realizes this is his time. This
is his opportunity,” Barber said Saturday
between practices at camp. “Coach Cough-
lin laid it right out for him when they met
in the offseason. ‘I am going to expect this
out of you.’ ”

Dayne obviously listened after enduring
the most frustrating and embarrassing sea-
son of his career, at any level.

In 2003, Dayne did not dress for one
game. Despite being healthy, Jim Fassel
made him inactive 16 times in a season in

which the Giants won four games.
Dayne doesn’t like to talk about the sea-

son, which was the final insult in a down-
ward spiral for the man who left Wisconsin
as the NCAA’s all-time leading rusher.

“I just love to play football, and I want to
win,” Dayne said.

Barber said the season could have been
a career breaker.

“Seasons like that, and situations like
that, are what put people in the tank and
cause them to retire,” Barber said. “Ron
didn’t do that. It’s been a blessing having a
second chance, and frankly, he has taken
advantage of it.”

After taking over for Fassel in January,
one of the first things Coughlin did was talk
to Dayne, who was entering the final year
of his contract.

A no-nonsense coach, Coughlin simply
said everybody was going to start his ten-
ure with a clean slate.

Dayne took advantage. He worked out
daily, joined the team for the offseason
training program and started to eat sensi-
bly, cutting out the late night snacks.

While Dayne refuses to discuss his
weight, Barber said Dayne weighed 233
pounds on Friday. Dayne reported to camp
at 245 pounds last season.

“I see a hungry person, a person who
wants to play,” receiver Amani Toomer
said. “He has lost a lot of weight. He is look-
ing really good. A lot of people are sur-
prised and happy, pleasantly surprised,
the way he has worked out this offseason.”

Having Dayne and Barber split the half-
back job is nothing new.

The combination helped carry the Gi-
ants to a Super Bowl appearance in 2000.
Barber gained 1006 yards on 213 carries
and Dayne had 770 on 228 attempts.

It was a “thunder and lightning” combi-
nation with Barber running outside and
Dayne pounding inside the tackles.

Barber still has his “thunder and light-
ning” T-shirt.

“We complement each other well and
push each other all the time,” Dayne said.
“We know when one of us is slowing down
and one of us is feeling good and is on a
roll. We have to talk to each other and be

straightforward with each other.
“If he ain’t looking that good on a couple

of plays, I’ll tell him, and if I’m not, he’ll
tell me. It’s like being a big brother,”
Dayne said.

AP

Running back Ron Dayne is making the

most of what could be his last chance with

the Giants, entering camp in great shape.

BY MARK LONG

The Associated Press

DAVIE, Fla. — Rookie Fred
Russell settled into Ricky Will-
iams’ former locker, a clear indi-
cation the Miami Dolphins were
ready to move on as they opened
training camp Saturday without
their star running back.

It wasn’t easy.
Although Williams wasn’t list-

ed on any rosters and his No. 34
was nowhere to be found on the
first day of camp, the majority of
questions centered around his
sudden and stunning retirement
that left the Dolphins with a huge
void to fill.

“It’s football. People always
leave football,” tight end Randy
McMichael said. “Sure, Ricky
was the centerpiece of our of-
fense. But now that he’s not here,
we have to move on. We can’t just
sit here and say, ‘Oh my God, he’s
gone. What are we going to do
now?’

“We have to play football —
with or without him.”

Williams, who ran for 3,225
yards in two years with the Dol-
phins, hasn’t given the team any
reason to believe he will change
his mind about quitting football.

The quirky, 27-year-old former
Heisman Trophy winner told The
Miami Herald marijuana played
a large role in his decision to walk
away after just five pro seasons.

“It makes for a great story, but
for the most part, we’re not even
going to think about it,” lineback-
er Junior Seau said. “We’re not
going to put any energy toward it.
Obviously, there are probably
going to be some personal
thoughts that everyone may have,
but we’re going to deal with foot-
ball and come together as a team.
We’re going to focus on the guys
in the locker room.”

Center Seth McKinney was

maybe the most critical of Will-
iams’ decision, calling it “the most
selfish thing a person could do.”

“I said what I meant and I
meant what I said,” McKinney
said. “I said he quit, and he did. I
was bothered by it, but he’s not
part of this team and it doesn’t af-
fect us anymore. It’s over. I was
upset, but I’m not worried about
it one bit.”

The Dolphins have plenty of
other things to worry about, like
signing Pro Bowl defensive end
Adewale Ogunleye, deciding be-
tween Jay Fiedler and A.J. Feeley
at quarterback, solidifying a re-
vamped offensive line and work-
ing the kinks out of an offense
that changed coordinators twice
since the end of last season.

Williams’ retirement overshad-
owed all of it Saturday.

“It’s been overanalyzed and
talked about. It’s over now. Let it
go. He’s gone,” defensive end
Jason Taylor said. “I don’t know
where he is. I know we have a
locker room full of guys who want

to play football. The timing was
difficult, but you’re dealt bad
hands sometimes and you have to
play them.

“Our goals haven’t changed.
Our expectations haven’t
changed. Our resolve hasn’t
changed.”

But the backfield sure has.
Travis Minor opened camp as

the starter, taking the first hand-
off, sprinting up the middle.

The 5-foot-10, 205-pound back
carried just 85 times for 373
yards the last two years and
hasn’t started a game in three
NFL seasons.

“You have to look at it just like
Ricky got hurt the first day of
training camp and you lost him
for the season,” Taylor said.
“New England won last year, and
they didn’t have Ricky. Their
back wasn’t half the back Ricky
was.

“I’ve got the utmost confidence
in Travis Minor. I’d give him the
ball and see how far he can take
it, then give him some water and
hand it to him again.”

Slimmer Dayne looking to restore thunder

The Associated Press

When Washington Redskins
coach Joe Gibbs arrived at his
first training camp in 12 years on
Saturday, his players were wait-
ing for him — and so were a few
thousand fans.

They applauded the return of
the Hall of Fame coach that led
the Redskins to three Super Bowl
titles.

“I didn’t expect this many
fans,” said quarterback Mark
Brunell, who never saw such
hoopla in nine years with the Jack-
sonville Jaguars. “I knew there
was going to be a lot of people
here, but it’s unbelievable.”

Gibbs concentrated mostly on
the offense but also paid close at-
tention to special teams drills — a
significant change from the de-
parted Steve Spurrier, who al-
ways stayed close to the quarter-
backs.

Asked to compare his emotions
to his first Redskins training
camp in 1981, the 63-year-old
Gibbs joked: “I’m too old to re-
member ’81.”

“I think it’s a lot of the same
things, a lot of the same emo-
tions,” he added. “Nervous, appre-
hensive.”

The session was the most physi-
cal Redskins practice since the
early days of Norv Turner in the
mid-1990s, with live tackling on
some inside running plays.

“We’re never really taking
breaks,” tackle Chris Samuels
said. “We’re always working.
Last year and previous years, we
would go hard and take some peri-
ods off where we’re talking
through some stuff. But we’re on
the field, we work hard, we get off
the field.”

Gibbs kept the quarterback
competition as level as possible.

Brunell took the first set of
reps, but he and Patrick Ramsey
took an equal number of snaps.
Gibbs said he won’t decide on a
quarterback until the final exhibi-
tion game.

Gibbs gave the first session a
mediocre grade. There were too

many botched snaps and poorly
run routes to make him happy.

“A good attitude — very
rough,” Gibbs said.

Bills’ top picks sign

The Buffalo Bills’ top two picks
will be at training camp when it
starts Sunday, one day after
agreeing to contract terms.

Quarterback J.P. Losman
signed a five-year deal that in-
cludes a $5.6 million signing
bonus. It could be worth as much
as $24.5 million if Losman meets
all his incentives. Receiver Lee
Evans also reached a deal Satur-
day but terms were not disclosed.

Evans was selected 13th over-
all out of Wisconsin and Losman
22nd out of Tulane.

Rams’ Turley re-injures back

MACOMB, Ill. — St. Louis
Rams offensive tackle Kyle Tur-
ley re-injured his surgically re-
paired back Saturday and left
training camp to get further tests,
and he’s concerned the situation
could be career-threatening.

Turley underwent an MRI
exam Saturday night, and on Sun-
day he was driving back to St.
Louis. He also talked of possibly
meeting with a back specialist in
Los Angeles.

“It was a threat to my career
last year,” Turley said. “For it to
have possibly reoccurred is defi-
nitely a bigger threat.”

RB Bell breaks finger
in first practice with Broncos

Rookie running back Tatum
Bell ended his three-day holdout
on Saturday only to break his
right middle finger on Saturday
when he hit someone’s helmet
during a drill.

Coach Mike Shanahan said he
hopes Bell will be able to practice
next week, but he won’t be sure
until doctors examine the finger.

Dolphins
expect
only Minor
adjusting

AP

Dolphins running back Travis Minor (28) tries to elude Morlon Green-

wood, right, during the first day of training camp as the starter.

Gibbs ‘nervous’ as
Redskins open camp
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TORONTO — Andy Roddick
advanced to the final of the Ten-

nis Masters
Canada with a
7-5, 6-3 win
over Nicolas
Kiefer of Ger-
many on Sat-
urday, setting

up a rematch of his Wimbledon
final against Roger Federer.

“I’ve had a great run here in
Canada the last two years and
now this year as well,” Roddick
said. “I feel like this is probably
my favorite time of the year on
my favorite surface.”

Earlier, Federer extended his
unbeaten streak to 22 matches
with a 4-6, 6-3, 6-2 win over Tho-
mas Johansson.

Both Roddick and Kiefer had a
hard time converting break oppor-
tunities in the first set. Kiefer had
a triple-break point in the fifth
game but Roddick used his can-
non-like serves to come back with
five straight points.

Roddick hit four consecutive
aces to go up 6-5 and then broke
Kiefer’s serve to take the set. Rod-
dick got another break to take a
4-2 lead before closing out the
match in about 90 minutes to ad-
vance.

“I look forward to that,” Feder-

er said. “I think a lot of people are
and trying to build (the rivalry)
up. It is normal especially since
we have been kind of dominating
the tour a little bit, since I would
say after the French Open.”

Davenport extends streak

CARLSBAD, Calif. — Lindsay
Davenport overcame a jammed
right knee to beat Elena Demen-
tieva 6-2, 6-4 in the Acura Classic
semifinals Saturday and extend-
ed her winning streak to 13 con-
secutive matches.

Davenport will play for her
third title in three weeks Sunday.

She will meet French Open
champion Anastasia Myskina,
who outlasted 12th-seeded Vera
Zvonareva 6-2, 6-7 (4), 7-6 (15),
winning on her fifth match point.

The Associated Press

SUNNINGDALE, England — Karen
Stupples won her first major title Sunday
with a record-tying score of 19-under 269
at the Women’s British Open, while defend-
ing champion Annika Sorenstam’s bid to
become the second woman to win all four
majors back-to-back ended in a tie for
13th.

Stupples shot an 8-under 64 in the final
round to tie the
record-low score in a
major, set by Dottie
Pepper at the 1999
Nabisco Dinah Shore,
and finish five shots in
front of Rachel Teske.

Starting the round a stroke behind
third-round co-leaders Heather Bowie and
Teske, Stupples began the day with an
eagle on No. 1 and a double-eagle on the
second hole.

“I thought, ‘Crikey, it could be my day,’ ”
said Stupples, who led after the first and
second rounds. “Ideally I wanted to go bird-
ie-birdie but eagle-albatross is unbeliev-
able.

“I couldn’t believe it, the crowd just went
wild.”

Stupples was the first English winner at
the Women’s British Open since Penny
Grice-Whittaker in 1991 and first English
winner of a major since Alison Nicholas,
who won the U.S. Open in 1997.

Sorenstam, who had been chasing her
eighth major and second this season, fin-
ished in a tie for 13th place at 8-under 280
after a final-round 71. The Swede, who suc-
cessfully defended her LPGA Champion-
ship title in June, had been attempting to
join Mickey Wright as the only golfer to
win all four majors back-to-back.

Sorenstam also won the U.S. Open in
1995-96 and the Nabisco Championship in
2001-02.

Wright won the 1958-59 U.S. Opens,
’60-61 LPGA Championships, ’61-62 Title-
holders and ’62-63 Western Opens.

“Of course I’m disappointed. I gave it all
I got this week. It was tough for me. I
missed a few shots here and there and I re-
ally couldn’t get it going,” Sorenstam said.
“I tried really hard. I tried and I fought and
I didn’t give up until the last putt went in.

“It’s just unfortunate. I thought I was pre-

pared, I came in with a lot of good
thoughts. Life goes on. I think I underesti-
mated some of the rough areas around
here.”

Despite her scorching start, Stupples
still found herself even with Teske after 12
holes. However, she pulled away with long
birdie putts on 15, 16 and 17. Teske ended
up with a 70. Bowie finished another stroke
back after a 71.

Singh up two strokes on Daly in Buick

GRAND BLANC, Mich. — Vijay Singh
had a lot of company at the top of the Buick
Open’s All-Star leaderboard.

The big Fijian shot a 7-under 65 Satur-
day to take a two-stroke lead over John
Daly and a three-shot advantage over
Tiger Woods into the final round.

“I think it’s more exciting for the fans,”
Woods said. “As a player, especially at this
event, you just have to go out and make
birdies.”

Woods shot a bogey-free 66, and still lost
ground to Singh on one of the easiest cours-
es on the PGA Tour. Woods was three
shots back along with Carlos Franco (67),
and Daniel Chopra (66) was another stroke
back.

Singh and Daly — who also had a 66 —
will be in the final group, just behind
Woods and Franco.

“I was nervous about playing with
Vijay,” said Franco, coming off a victory
last week in Milwaukee. “Then I looked at
the leaderboard and saw I would be play-
ing with Tiger. Now, I’m even more ner-
vous.”

Singh — at 18 under after adding the 65
to his opening rounds of 63 and 70 — has
won the last six tournaments he has led
after 54 holes. Woods has won three events
when entering the final round behind by at

least three shots.
Both have a chance to become the first to

win multiple Buick Open titles in nearly
four decades. Woods won at Warwick Hills
two years ago, and Singh won in 1997.

Jacobsen, Stadler share Senior lead

ST. LOUIS — Peter Jacobsen shot a
1-under 70 for a share of the second-round
lead with Craig Stadler in the rain-delayed
U.S. Senior Open.

Stadler had a 69 to match Jacobsen at 7
under, a stroke ahead of Jose Canizares
(68). Jay Haas (70), Tom Kite (68), Fuzzy
Zoeller (66), Bob Gilder (69) and D.A. Wei-
bring (66) were 5 under, and Champions
Tour’s top two money winners, Gil Morgan
(70) and Hale Irwin (67) followed at 4
under.

Jacobsen, who had arthroscopic hip sur-
gery three months ago, will face a 36-hole
test Sunday as U.S. Golf Association offi-
cials to try to complete the tournament on
time after rain washed out play Friday at
Bellerive Country Club.

Donald earns first European Tour win

LODDEKOPINGE, Sweden — En-
gland’s Luke Donald claimed his first Euro-
pean Tour victory Sunday, carding a
3-under 69 for a five shot victory at the
Scandinavian Masters.

Donald, who plays primarily on the PGA
Tour, finished at 16-under 272 at Barse-
back Golf and Country Club. Sweden’s
Peter Hanson (71) and Henrik Stenson
(69) tied for second at 11 under.

Three-time Scandinavian Masters cham-
pion Colin Montgomerie, who made bogey
on the last two holes, and England’s Ian
Poulter (65) shared fourth place at 9
under. Montgomerie, who shot a 5-under
67, won two of his three titles at Barseback.

BY EDDIE PELLS

The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Re-
united, and it feels so ... familiar.

The U.S. Olympic team tipped
off its exhibition season with an
easy 96-71 victory over Puerto
Rico on Saturday, although the
most intriguing action came be-
forehand between old sparring
partners Larry Brown and Allen
Iverson.

Brown held Iverson, LeBron
James and Amare Stoudemire out
of the game for showing up late to
a pre-game meeting, a move that
brought back memories of the six
fractious seasons The Coach and
The Answer spent together with
the Philadelphia 76ers.

“They broke a team rule and
we are a team,” Brown said.
“They paid the penalty. Nobody
wanted to embarrass them, and
now we’re moving on.”

Brown and Iverson have been
down this road before. Their time
together with the Sixers was rid-
dled with disagreements, tardi-
ness and a general lack of harmo-
ny. They claimed to have patched
things up since Brown left after
the 2003 season, but in their first
significant reunion, there was
trouble.

Iverson claimed he “couldn’t
have been more than five minutes
late.”

“I’m the captain on the team
and to be suspended just for
being a couple minutes late just
doesn’t sit well for me,” he said.

“I’m supposed to be one of the
leaders of the team, and this is not
a good look.”

Almost as upsetting to Brown
was the decision by arena offi-
cials to announce the suspensions
over the public-address system. A
sellout crowd of about 14,000 fans
who don’t get to see NBA stars
pop in to Jacksonville too often
booed lustily, and Brown glared
over to the scorer’s table.

“I was totally embarrassed by
the announcement, because it em-
barrassed those guys, and it was
totally uncalled for,” Brown said.

Midway through the fourth
quarter, the crowd chanted
“I-ver-son, I-ver-son,” but to no
avail. He, James and Stoudemire
spent the entire game watching
from the bench in shorts.

“It was a surprise that he made
that decision at first,” said James,
who claimed he was between five
and 10 minutes late. “But I’ve got
to go with what the coach said.”

The other nine players put in a
hot-and-cold effort to be expected
from a group that is just getting to
know each other and was further
hamstrung by the suspensions.

Carmelo Anthony and Carlos
Boozer led the Americans with 16
points each. Dwyane Wade had
eight assists, more than half of
which were alley-oops, or sweet,
no-look feeds. Tim Duncan fin-
ished with 15 points and 10 re-
bounds. Shawn Marion finished
with 12 points and nine rebounds.

There were rough spots, too.
After getting off to a quick

start, the Americans went cold
and got sloppy in the second quar-
ter, possibly in part because they
were playing with only two
guards, only one of whom, Ste-
phon Marbury, was a true point
guard.

The U.S. team also has trouble
shooting outside, going just
3-for-7 from three-point range, a
problem that existed even before
the suspensions, although one
that surely won’t be as bad when
Iverson and James return.

If Puerto Rico was the 51st
state, Larry Ayuso might have a
chance at making the U.S. roster.
Ayuso (19 points) hit five
three-pointers to keep Puerto
Rico close in the second quarter,
and when his backcourt mate,
Carlos Arroyo, made a steal and
layup, Puerto Rico trailed by just
five before halftime.

The Americans tore off 10 of
the first 14 points in the third
quarter to go ahead comfortably
again, although Brown, who
prides himself on defense and dis-
cipline, was less than ecstatic
with this performance.

“We were better in areas we
need to improve on, but there’s a
long, long way to go,” he said.
“We turned it over a lot (20
times), the execution wasn’t
great. But this is only our fifth
day” together.

The United States left Jackson-
ville later Saturday for Germany,
where it will continue with work-
outs and exhibitions until the
Olympics, where the Americans
will open against Puerto Rico on
Aug. 15.

Roddick gets
another shot
at Federer

Stupples ties record low to win first major

U.S. wins without Iverson, James

AP

England’s Karen Stupples tied the record

low for a major, shooting an 8-under 64 on

Sunday to win the Women’s British Open.

AP

Andy Roddick defeated Nicolas

Kiefer on Saturday to set up a

final with Roger Federer in the

Masters Canada tournament.
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WASHINGTON — Freddy Adu
didn’t have a problem sitting on
the sideline during the first half
of the MLS All-Star Game.

That’s because the 15-year-old
rookie sensation had an ideal van-
tage point to watch Armado Gue-
vara verify his stature as the
league’s leading scorer.

Guevara scored twice in a
two-minute span of the first half
Saturday to carry the Eastern
Conference past the West 3-2.

Adu, who plays for hometown
D.C. United, entered at the begin-
ning of the second half and
thrilled the announced crowd of
21,378 with some sharp moves
with the ball. But none of his
shots came close to getting past
goaltender Kevin Hartman.

That did nothing to deter the ex-
citement that Adu derived from
watching Guevara, a standout
with the MetroStars who was
voted MVP of the game.

“If he’s not the best, he’s one of
the best,” Adu said. “I haven’t
seen a lot of his games, but what
he showed me out there, oh my
goodness, this guy is good. His
worst game would be a good
game.”

Although Adu had no bearing
on the game, one of his team-
mates did. Alecko Eskandarian of
D.C. United kicked a left-footed
shot into the left corner of the net
in the 74th minute to make it 3-1.

Jason Kreis, a seven-time
All-Star, scored in the 89th
minute for the West on a 20-foot
shot that bounced off the right
post.

Guevara is
the captain of
the Honduras
national team
and the MLS
points leader

with 25 in 17 matches. He broke
up a scoreless duel by connecting
from 18 yards out, then converted
a penalty shot for a 2-0 lead.

Biffle wins from the back

FOUNTAIN, Colo. — Greg Bif-
fle made fast work of the Salute to
the Troops 250.

Racing in both Colorado and
Pennsylvania this weekend, Bif-
fle went from last to first Satur-
day at Pikes Peak to win his
fourth Busch Series race of the
season.

Biffle, driving full-time on both
the Busch and Nextel Cup series,
started at the back of the field be-
cause he did not qualify his car
for the Busch Series race because
of the Nextel Cup event in the Po-
conos.

He took control after a caution
period on lap 215, climbing from
11th to pass Jason Leffler on lap
228. By lap 240, he had built al-
most a seven-second lead over
Leffler.

Stacy Compton finished sec-
ond, followed by Leffler, Clint
Bowyer and series points leader
Martin Truex Jr. Kyle Busch, sec-
ond in the season standings, was
17th, leaving him 142 points be-
hind Truex.

Kvapil wins Michigan truck race

BROOKLYN, Mich. — Travis
Kvapil moved into the lead with
17 laps remaining and held on for
his first NASCAR Craftsman
Truck Series victory this season
at Michigan International Speed-
way on Saturday.

Kvapil finished ahead of Ted
Musgrave in the Line-X
Spray-On Truck Bedliners 200,
surging into the lead coming off a
caution in the 100-lap race and
holding off several challengers.

Cars stacked up three and four
wide on the two-mile oval as driv-
ers fought for position. The race
ended under caution after an acci-
dent occurred behind Kvapil as
he began his final lap.

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — So this is
how it all ends for Mike Tyson.

Broke and bloodied, fighting in
the same arena where Muham-
mad Ali made his pro debut 44
years ago, Tyson is knocked silly
by the kind of British heavy-
weight he used to frighten into
near paralysis merely by step-
ping into the ring.

The entourage already left
when the money ran out. Now,
the fans will leave because the
mystique is finally gone, too.

It disappeared in the fourth
round when the baddest man on
the planet was knocked down
with a savage flurry. It disap-
peared when Tyson looked
around, blood streaming down
his face, and decided he didn’t
want to get up.

This was the baddest man on
the planet? On Friday night he
wasn’t even the baddest man in
Louisville.

Tyson was planning to fight his
way out of $38 million in debt, but
the comeback lasted only 11 min-
utes and 51 seconds. It’s hard to
imagine anyone paying much to
see him fight again, and even
harder to imagine Tyson wanting
to take this kind of punishment
again.

“What good is all the money in
the world if you can’t count it?”
asked Tyson’s trainer, Freddie
Roach.

For once, someone in Tyson’s
camp was making sense.

The excuse from the others is
Tyson tore a ligament in his left
knee late in the first round and
couldn’t throw his right hand be-
cause of it. At the age of 38,
though, the truth is Tyson no long-
er has the speed or stamina to go
more than a round or two with
anyone who can punch back.

He hasn’t really beaten a top
fighter since Razor Ruddock 13
years ago, or Michael Spinks two
years before that. He’s made tens
of millions from memories, the
kind fans can’t bear to give up
until the reality becomes so evi-
dent they can’t avoid seeing it.

Taking a beating from Lennox
Lewis was excusable. Getting
beaten up by Danny Williams,
who sometimes cries in his dress-

ing room be-
fore fights,
wasn’t.

“People for-
get this isn’t a
peak Mike
Tyson. This
was a Mike
Tyson who
was 38 years
old,” Williams
said.

People did
forget be-

cause they wanted desperately to
believe that this was somehow
the Iron Mike of old. They wanted
to believe this was the Tyson
from so many years ago who was
so devastating before a rape con-
viction sent him to prison for
three years.

Some 17,000 of them believed
so much they spent hundreds,
even thousands, of dollars on tick-
ets to see him fight Friday night
at Freedom Hall.

They got their money’s worth,
but not in the way any of them
would have imagined.

Tyson went all out in the open-
ing round, trying from his first
punch to knock Williams out. For
a few minutes, it looked as if he
would do just that, landing some
big left hooks and uppercuts that
hurt his opponent.

But Williams showed some-
thing Tyson’s handlers didn’t
think he had when they
hand-picked him as an opponent
— a chin. Maybe they shouldn’t
have been so cheap and picked
Williams because he worked for
half the $500,000 that their first
choice as an opponent demanded.

Late in the second round, Will-
iams did something else Tyson’s
handlers didn’t bank on — he
began fighting back. Williams
fought back so well he cut Tyson
in the third round, then began bat-
tering the tiring former champion
in the fourth.

The end came with a flurry of
punches and a big right hand that
sent Tyson sprawling into the
ropes. The referee gave Tyson
extra time to get up, and it
seemed like he could.

But it was clear by the look on
his face that Tyson already had de-

cided he wouldn’t be fighting on.
“I knew he would tire and he

did,” Williams said. “Once I hurt
him I just let go. I just kept punch-
ing and punching.”

Tyson left without making any
excuses. He left without talking
at all.

That’s too bad because it would
have been interesting to hear Ty-
son’s take on a future which
seems as cloudy as ever. The at-
torneys handling his bankruptcy
case would also be interested in
finding out how Tyson will ever
be able to fight six more fights as
envisioned to earn nearly enough
to pay off his sizable debts.

The public, of course, has al-
ways been fascinated with Tyson,
and he’s still a celebrity in a bi-
zarre kind of way. But he can’t
make money if he doesn’t fight,
and the options are limited for a
fighter who has been knocked out
twice in his past three fights and
doesn’t seem to have the heart for
it anymore.

Promoter Bob Arum was plan-
ning to offer Tyson a three fight
deal worth up to $100 million.
Now, he’ll have to fight for a frac-
tion of that — something Tyson
will likely decline to do.

“Can he be rehabilitated and
made into a contender?” asked
Arum. “Probably, yes. Will he?
Probably, no. He’s got to fight C
and D fighters and build up his
confidence. You can’t put him in
with legitimate heavyweights.”

Indeed, about the only fight re-
maining that could bring Tyson
some money is a third fight with
Evander Holyfield, who may be
even more shot than Tyson. That
would be nothing more than a
freak show, though, better held in
a circus tent than a real arena.

In a way, it was almost sad to
see Tyson bleeding on the canvas,
unwilling to go on. His kind of
fighting style was never designed
for longevity, however, and it’s
hard to imagine he’s still fighting
18 years since he first won the
heavyweight title.

As Tyson himself likes to say,
“Boxing is a hurt business.”

It is, and the one hurting most
right now is Iron Mike himself.

Tim Dahlberg is the boxing writer for
The Associated Press. Write to him at:
tdahlberg@ap.org

Tim Dahlberg

AP

Mike Tyson sits on the canvas after being knocked out by Danny Williams in the fourth round on Friday night.

MLS top scorer leads
East All-Stars to win

For ex-champ Tyson, skills
have followed the money
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ARLINGTON, Texas — Barry
Zito continued his mastery of the
Rangers at Texas and the Oak-
land Athletics moved back into
first place in the AL West with a
9-4 victory on Saturday night.

Zito (7-7) improved to 8-0 in 10
career road
starts against
Texas, allowing
four runs and
five hits in 52/3

innings. He
struck out four

and walked five for the A’s, who
have won seven of eight.

Erubiel Durazo went 2-for-3

and drove in two runs and Dami-

an Miller also had two hits for the

A’s, who moved past Texas again

a day after being knocked out of

first place.
Oakland had a three-run fourth

against starter Ryan Drese (7-6)

on Durazo’s two-run single and

Drese’s bases-loaded walk to

Bobby Kielty.

Twins 5, Boston 4: Jacque
Jones hit a tiebreaking solo home
run in the eighth inning, a few
hours after the clubs were in-
volved in a four-team trade.

Jones hit his 17th homer off
Alan Embree (2-2) with one out
for the go-ahead run after Micha-
el Cuddyer had tied it with a solo
homer in the seventh.

Juan Rincon (9-3) got two outs
in the eighth and Joe Nathan
pitched a scoreless ninth for his
29th save in 30 opportunities as
the host Twins won for the 10th
time in 12 games.

By the time the game started,
Red Sox shortstop Nomar Garcia-
parra was on a plane to join the
Chicago Cubs, and Twins first
baseman Doug Mientkiewicz was
in the starting lineup for Boston.

Angels 9, Mariners 8: Jose
Guillen hit a two-run homer in
the 11th inning to give host Ana-
heim a stunning victory.

Curtis Pride, who took over in
the outfield for injured Vladimir
Guerrero, opened the 11th with a

single off Eddie Guardado (2-2).
Guillen drove an 0-1 pitch into
the left-field bullpen for his 20th
homer and career-high fifth hit.

Brendan Donnelly (3-2) al-
lowed two hits in two innings and
got the win despite giving up a
go-ahead RBI single by Bret
Boone in the top of the 11th.

David Eckstein got an RBI sin-
gle in the eighth against Shigeto-
shi Hasegawa to give Anaheim a
7-6 lead. Ichiro Suzuki homered
into the right-field seats on reliev-
er Troy Percival’s first pitch of
the ninth to tie it.

Royals 10, Indians 3: Matt
Stairs hit a three-run double as
host Kansas City broke an
eight-game losing streak. Mike
Sweeney and Desi Relaford also
homered for Kansas City, and
Stairs matched a career high with
his third triple of the season.

Omar Vizquel homered and ex-

tended his hitting streak to 13
games for Cleveland, which lost
for just the second time in nine
games and missed a chance to
pass Chicago for second place in
the AL Central.

Yankees 6, Orioles 4: Alex Ro-
driguez stole home and hit a long
homer and Gary Sheffield also
connected for host New York.

Javier Vazquez (12-6) lasted
only 51/3 innings on a humid after-
noon, but that was enough to im-
prove to 9-2 in his last 14 starts.
Erik Bedard (4-6) has lost four of
his last five starts.

Mariano Rivera got three outs
for his major league-leading 37th
save in 40 chances and the 320th
of his career, tying him with Rob-
erto Hernandez for ninth on the
career list.

Tigers 3, White Sox 2 (10):
Cliff Politte walked Carlos
Guillen to force in the winning

run in the bottom of the 10th,
stretching Chicago’s season-high
losing streak to seven games.

First baseman Paul Konerko
saved a potential winning hit,
making a diving catch of Dmitri
Young’s liner, but Guillen fol-
lowed by walking on a 3-1 pitch.

Devil Rays 6, Blue Jays 5:
Jorge Sosa allowed two runs over
innings in his first start of the
year and Robert Fick hit a
two-run homer for host Tampa
Bay. Sosa (3-0) was moved into
the rotation after 29 relief appear-
ances when Victor Zambrano was
traded Friday to the New York
Mets. He gave up four hits, two
walks and struck out five.

Carlos Delgado homered in his
two at-bats against Sosa, giving
the Toronto slugger homers in
five straight at-bats off the
Tampa Bay right-hander.

David Bush (1-2) gave up six
runs and eight hits in 22/3 innings.

Rangers surrender AL West lead;
lefty improves to 8-0 at Arlington

Zito tops Texas;
A’s back in first

AP

Boston’s Gabe Kapler is tagged out on a steal attempt in the ninth on Saturday by Minnesota’s Luis Rivas.

PAGE 28 · STARS AND STRIPES · MIDEAST EDITION · Monday, August 2, 2004



Major League Baseball scoreboard

American League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
New York 65 38 .631 —
Boston 56 46 .549 8½
Tampa Bay 49 54 .476 16
Baltimore 46 56 .451 18½
Toronto 45 58 .437 20

Central Division
Minnesota 58 45 .563 —
Chicago 52 49 .515 5
Cleveland 53 51 .510 5½
Detroit 50 54 .481 8½
Kansas City 36 66 .353 21½

West Division
Oakland 58 45 .563 —
Texas 57 45 .559 ½
Anaheim 56 48 .538 2½
Seattle 39 64 .379 19

Saturday’s games
N.Y. Yankees 6, Baltimore 4
Anaheim 9, Seattle 8, 11 innings
Tampa Bay 6, Toronto 5
Detroit 3, Chicago White Sox 2, 10 innings
Minnesota 5, Boston 4
Kansas City 10, Cleveland 3
Oakland 9, Texas 4

Sunday’s games
Baltimore at N.Y. Yankees
Chicago White Sox at Detroit
Toronto at Tampa Bay
Oakland at Texas
Boston at Minnesota
Cleveland at Kansas City
Seattle at Anaheim

Monday’s games
Cleveland (C.Lee 10-3) at Toronto (Lilly

7-7)
Boston (Wakefield 6-6) at Tampa Bay (Hen-

drickson 8-8)
Tuesday’s games

Seattle at Baltimore, DH
Texas at Detroit
Cleveland at Toronto
Oakland at N.Y. Yankees
Boston at Tampa Bay
Anaheim at Minnesota
Chicago White Sox at Kansas City

Saturday
Yankees 6, Orioles 4

BALTIMORE  NEW YORK  
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi

Hrst Jr cf  5 2 2 1 Cairo 2b  4 1 1 0
Newhn dh  3 1 0 0 Jeter ss  3 1 1 1
Mora 3b  4 1 1 0 Shffield rf  4 1 1 2
Tejada ss  2 0 1 1 ARdrgz 3b  4 2 3 1
JvLopz c  3 0 0 0 BWllms cf  4 0 0 0
Surhoff 1b  4 0 2 0 Matsui lf  4 1 2 0
KGarca rf  3 0 0 1 Sierra dh  3 0 0 0
Bigbie lf  3 0 0 0 TClark 1b  3 0 1 1
RPlmo ph  1 0 0 0 Flherty c  4 0 1 0
BRbrts 2b  4 0 1 0  
Totals  32 4 7 3 Totals 33 6 10 5
Baltimore  001 003 000—4
New York  000 231 00x—6

E—JVazquez (2). DP—Baltimore 1, New
York 1. LOB—Baltimore 6, New York 7. 2B—Fla-
herty (4). 3B—Jeter (1). HR—Hairston Jr. (2),
Sheffield (23), ARodriguez (27). SB—ARodrigu-
ez (20), Matsui (2). SF—Tejada, KGarcia.

 IP H R ER BB SO
Baltimore  
Bedard L,4-6  42/3 9 5 5 2 4
Rodriguez  11/3 1 1 1 2 3
Groom  2 0 0 0 0 0
New York  
JVazquez W,12-6  51/3 4 4 4 2 3
Proctor  2/3 1 0 0 0 1
Quantrill  1 0 0 0 0 0
Gordon  1 1 0 0 0 1
MRivera S,37  1 1 0 0 0 0

HBP—by JVazquez (Tejada). WP—JVazqu-
ez. T—3:11. A—51,845 (57,478).

Twins 5, Red Sox 4
BOSTON  MINNESOTA  

 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Damon cf  4 0 2 2 ShStwrt lf  3 0 1 1
Bllhorn 2b  4 1 1 1 Cddyer lf  1 1 1 1
DOrtiz dh  3 0 0 0 CGzmn ss  4 0 0 0
MRmrz lf  4 0 1 1 LFord cf  3 0 1 0
Varitek c  4 0 0 0 Mrneau 1b  3 1 1 0
Mntkw 1b 4 1 2 0 THnter dh  4 0 1 0
Kapler pr  0 0 0 0 JJones rf  4 1 2 1
Millar rf  4 0 1 0 Koskie 3b  3 1 1 1
Mueller 3b  4 0 1 0 HBlnco c  4 1 1 1
Gterrez ss  3 2 2 0 Rivas 2b  3 0 0 0
Yukilis ph  1 0 0 0  
Totals  35 4 10 4 Totals 32 5 9 5
Boston  100 001 200—4
Minnesota  010 020 11x—5

E—Gutierrez (1). DP—Boston 1, Minnesota
1. LOB—Boston 5, Minnesota 6. 2B—ShStew-
art (10), HBlanco (10). HR—Bellhorn (13), Cud-
dyer (8), JJones (17). CS—Kapler (3).

 IP H R ER BB SO
Boston  
DLowe  71/3 8 4 4 3 4
Embree L,2-2  1/3 1 1 1 0 1
Timlin  1/3 0 0 0 0 1
Minnesota  
Radke  62/3 7 4 4 1 3
Romero  2/3 1 0 0 0 1
JRincon W,9-3  2/3 0 0 0 0 1
Nathan S,29  1 2 0 0 0 1

WP—Romero, Nathan. T—2:37. A—40,283
(45,423).

Royals 10, Indians 3
CLEVELAND  KANSAS CITY  

 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Lawton lf  5 0 1 0 DJesus cf  3 1 3 1
Vizquel ss  4 1 2 1 Grffnno 2b  2 1 1 0
Hafner dh  3 0 0 0 WGrero 2b  3 0 0 0
VMrtnz c  4 0 1 0 MiSwy dh  5 1 1 2
Brssrd 1b  3 2 1 0 Stairs rf  3 2 2 3
Blake 3b  3 0 1 0 Harvey 1b  5 0 3 2
Gerut rf  3 0 1 1 DBrwn lf  5 0 1 0
Blliard 2b  4 0 1 0 Berroa ss  4 1 1 0
Szmore cf  4 0 1 0 Rlaford 3b  4 2 2 1

 Buck c  4 2 2 0
Totals  33 3 9 2 Totals 38 10 16 9
Cleveland  110 100 000— 3
Kansas City  002 500 21x—10

E—Broussard (4), Blake (17). DP—Cleve-
land 2, Kansas City 1. LOB—Cleveland 7, Kan-
sas City 10. 2B—DeJesus (6), Stairs (12).
3B—Stairs (3). HR—Vizquel (5), MiSweeney
(20), Relaford (4). CS—THafner (2), DeJesus
(2). S—DeJesus.

Padres 3, Dodgers 2
LOS ANGELES  SAN DIEGO  

 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Izturis ss  5 1 2 0 KGreen ss  3 0 1 0
Werth lf  4 0 1 1 Aurilia 3b  3 0 0 0
Brdley cf  4 0 0 0 Brrghs 3b  0 1 0 0
Beltre 3b  4 0 0 0 Loretta 2b  3 0 1 1
ShGren rf  4 0 2 0 Nevin 1b  4 1 2 1
Choi 1b  3 0 1 0 BGiles rf  4 0 1 0
Ross c  3 0 0 0 Nady lf  3 0 0 0
Cora 2b  2 0 0 0 Payton cf  2 0 1 1
Ishii p  3 1 1 1 Otsuka p  0 0 0 0
Carrar p  0 0 0 0 Klesko ph  1 0 0 0
Drifort p  0 0 0 0 Hffman p  0 0 0 0
Grbwsk ph  1 0 0 0 RaHrdz c  2 0 0 0

 Peavy p  2 0 0 0
 Long cf  1 1 1 0

Totals  33 2 7 2 Totals 28 3 7 3
Los Angeles  101 000 000—2
San Diego  010 000 02x—3

E—Bradley (4). DP—Los Angeles 2, San
Diego 1. LOB—Los Angeles 8, San Diego 7.
2B—ShGreen (22), Choi (17), Nevin (21).
3B—Izturis (5). HR—Ishii (1). SB—Izturis (17).
S—KGreene.

 IP H R ER BB SO
Los Angeles  
Ishii  61/3 4 1 1 3 7
Carrara  2/3 0 0 0 0 0
Dreifort L,1-2  1 3 2 2 2 1
San Diego  
Peavy  72/3 7 2 2 2 9
Otsuka W,6-2  1/3 0 0 0 1 1
Hoffman S,29  1 0 0 0 0 2

HBP—by Peavy (Cora). PB—Ross. T—2:21.
A—43,726 (42,445).

Braves 8, Mets 0
NEW YORK  ATLANTA  

 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Reyes 2b  4 0 0 0 Furcal ss  4 0 2 0
Matsui ss  3 0 0 0 NGreen 2b  1 0 0 0
MGintr p  0 0 0 0 MGiles 2b  3 2 1 0
Stanton p  0 0 0 0 JuCruz p  0 0 0 0
Zeile ph  1 0 0 0 JDrew rf  3 2 2 2
Piazza c  3 0 1 0 CJones 3b  2 1 1 2
VWilsn c  1 0 1 0 JEstda c  4 1 3 4
Floyd lf  4 0 0 0 Lroche 1b  4 0 0 0
Hidalgo rf  3 0 1 0 AJones cf  4 0 0 0
Cmeron cf  3 0 0 0 Thmas lf  4 0 0 0
Valent 1b  3 0 2 0 JSWrht p  3 2 2 0
Wright 3b  3 0 0 0 Grybsk p  0 0 0 0
Benson p  1 0 0 0 DeRosa ss  1 0 0 0
Wllams ph  1 0 0 0  
McEwg ss  1 0 0 0  
Totals  31 0 5 0 Totals 33 8 11 8
New York  000 000 000—0
Atlanta  003 041 00x—8

DP—New York 1, Atlanta 1. LOB—New York
4, Atlanta 5. 2B—MGiles (11). HR—JEstrada
(6). SB—MGiles (9), JDrew (8). SF—CJones.

 IP H R ER BB SO
New York  
Benson L,8-9  5 7 7 7 2 4
MGinter  2 4 1 1 0 2
Stanton  1 0 0 0 0 1
Atlanta  
JSWright W,9-5  7 3 0 0 0 6
Gryboski  1 1 0 0 0 1
JuCruz  1 1 0 0 0 0

HBP—by Benson (MGiles). WP—Benson.
T—2:26. A—51,125 (50,091).

Reds 3, Astros 2 (13)
Comp. of susp. game

HOUSTON  CINCINNATI  
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi

Biggio lf  6 0 0 0 Freel rf  4 0 2 0
AEvrtt ss  5 2 1 0 JCastro 3b  5 0 1 0
CBeltrn cf  5 0 1 1 Vn Wal ph  1 0 0 0
Brkmn rf  4 0 0 0 Hancock p  0 0 0 0
JKent 2b  5 0 0 0 Casey 1b  5 0 0 0
Bgwell 1b  3 0 1 1 Dunn lf  4 1 1 1
Ensbrg 3b  2 0 0 0 DJmnz 2b  6 0 1 0
Wthers p  0 0 0 0 WPena cf  5 1 0 0
OPlmro ph  1 0 1 0 LaRue c  6 0 1 1
Gallo p  0 0 0 0 FLopez ss  4 1 2 1
DMiceli p  0 0 0 0 Harang p  2 0 0 0
Oliver ph  1 0 0 0 RWgnr p  0 0 0 0
Lidge p  0 0 0 0 GWhite p  0 0 0 0
Lane ph  1 0 0 0 JaCruz ph  0 0 0 0
Hrvlle p  0 0 0 0 Redling p  0 0 0 0
Asmus c  2 0 0 0 Graves p  0 0 0 0
JVzcno ph  0 0 0 0 Larkin ph  1 0 0 0
RChavz c  2 0 0 0 Poppel p  0 0 0 0
Munro p  2 0 0 0 Hmmel 3b  0 0 0 0
Lamb 3b  2 0 0 0  
Totals  41 2 4 2 Totals 43 3 8 3
Houston  000 101 000 000 0—2
Cincinnati  010 010 000 000 1—3
Two outs when winning run scored.

DP—Houston 2, Cincinnati 2. LOB—Hous-
ton 11, Cincinnati 11. 2B—CBeltran (6), LaRue
(14), FLopez (4). HR—Dunn (29), FLopez (1).
SB—Berkman (3), Freel (20). S—Hummel.

 IP H R ER BB SO
Houston  
PMunro  5 6 2 2 1 5
Weathers  2 0 0 0 2 1
Gallo  1 0 0 0 0 0
DMiceli  2 1 0 0 1 1
Lidge  2 0 0 0 2 4
Harville L,0-1  2/3 1 1 1 1 1
Cincinnati  
Harang  52/3 3 2 2 3 3
RWagner  1/3 0 0 0 2 0
GWhite  1 0 0 0 0 2
Riedling  2 1 0 0 1 0
Graves  1 0 0 0 1 0
Van Poppel  2 0 0 0 1 3
Hancock W,1-0  1 0 0 0 2 0

RWagner pitched to 2 batters in the 7th.
HBP—by Harang (AEverett), by PMunro
(Dunn). WP—Harang. PB—LaRue. T—3:56.
A—32,691 (42,271).

Astros 8, Reds 0
HOUSTON  CINCINNATI  

 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
JVzcno 2b  5 0 0 0 Freel rf  3 0 1 0
AEvrtt ss  4 1 0 0 JCastro 3b  4 0 0 0
CBeltrn cf  5 2 2 3 Casey 1b  2 0 0 0
Brkmn rf  3 1 0 0 Dunn lf  4 0 3 0
Lamb 1b  3 2 1 2 WPena cf  3 0 0 0
Ensbrg 3b  4 0 1 0 DJmnz 2b  3 0 0 0
Lane lf  4 0 0 0 Vlentin c  3 0 0 0
Asmus c  4 1 4 1 FLopez ss  2 0 0 0
Oliver p  1 0 0 0 PNortn p  0 0 0 0
JKent ph  0 0 0 0 Larkin ph  1 0 0 0
Gallo p  0 0 0 0 GWhite p  0 0 0 0
Wthers p  0 0 0 0 RWgnr p  0 0 0 0
Biggio ph  2 1 1 1 Clausen p  1 0 0 0
Bullngr p  0 0 0 0 Hmmel 3b  2 0 0 0
Totals  35 8 9 7 Totals 28 0 4 0
Houston  000 101 006—8
Cincinnati  000 000 000—0

E—Freel (11). DP—Houston 3. LOB—Hous-
ton 10, Cincinnati 5. 2B—CBeltran (7), Aus-
mus (9), Biggio (29). HR—CBeltran (11),
Lamb (8). SB—CBeltran (6). CS—Dunn (1).
S—Oliver.

 IP H R ER BB SO
Houston  
Oliver W,3-3  5 1 0 0 2 6
Gallo  2 1 0 0 1 0
Weathers  1 1 0 0 0 0
Bullinger  1 1 0 0 0 0
Cincinnati  
Claussen L,1-1  51/3 3 2 1 5 4
PNorton  12/3 1 0 0 1 1
GWhite  11/3 4 6 6 2 0
RWagner  2/3 1 0 0 1 1

HBP—by Gallo (WPena). WP—RWagner.
T—2:57. A—36,415 (42,271).

Expos 8, Marlins 5
MONTREAL  FLORIDA  

 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Wlkrsn lf  3 2 1 1 Pierre cf  4 0 2 0
EChvez cf  5 1 1 0 LCstillo 2b  4 2 1 0
Vidro 2b  5 1 1 1 Lowell 3b  5 1 1 0
TBtsta 3b  4 1 2 1 Cbrera rf  5 0 3 1
NJhnsn 1b  4 1 1 0 Conine lf  3 0 2 2
Sledge rf  3 1 2 4 Easley 1b  3 0 0 0
Schndr c  3 0 0 0 AGnzlz ss  3 1 0 0
Carroll ss  4 1 2 0 Tranor c  2 0 0 0
JoPttsn p  1 0 0 0 L Duca c  2 1 1 2
JRivra ph  1 0 0 0 Burnett p  2 0 0 0
Biddle p  0 0 0 0 Mrdcai ph  1 0 1 0
Ayala p  1 0 0 0 Perisho p  0 0 0 0
Horgan p  0 0 0 0 JMnzilo p  0 0 0 0
CCrdro p  0 0 0 0 LHarrs ph  0 0 0 0

 JEcrcn ph  1 0 0 0
 BHwrd p  0 0 0 0

Totals  34 8 10 7 Totals 35 5 11 5
Montreal  001 030 400—8
Florida  200 012 000—5

E—TBatista (10), Cabrera (7). DP—Montre-
al 2, Florida 1. LOB—Montreal 6, Florida 8.
2B—TBatista (14), Carroll (7), Cabrera (23),
Conine (23). HR—Sledge (9), Lo Duca (11).
SB—Wilkerson (8). CS—Pierre (16). S—Jo-
Patterson, Pierre. SF—TBatista.

 IP H R ER BB SO
Montreal  
JoPatterson  5 6 3 2 2 8
Biddle W,3-5  1 2 2 2 1 1
Ayala  12/3 1 0 0 0 1
Horgan  1/3 2 0 0 0 0
CCordero S,11  1 0 0 0 0 1
Florida  
Burnett  6 7 4 3 1 3
Perisho  2/3 0 1 1 1 1
JManzanillo L,3-3 11/3 2 3 3 2 3
BHoward  1 1 0 0 0 0

Horgan pitched to 2 batters in the 9th.
HBP—by Burnett (Sledge), by JoPatterson
(Easley). T—3:15. A—21,562 (36,331).

Pirates 4, Brewers 1
PITTSBURGH  MILWAUKEE  

 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Kendall c  5 1 1 1 Pdsdnk cf  4 0 1 0
JWilsn ss  5 0 3 0 BClark rf  4 0 0 0
Mckwk rf  4 0 1 0 Jenkins lf  4 1 1 1
CWilsn 1b  4 0 0 0 Helms 3b  4 0 0 0
Bay lf  3 0 0 1 Ovrbay 1b  3 0 2 0
TRdmn cf  4 1 2 0 BHall 2b  3 0 0 0
Wggntn 3b  4 0 0 0 GBnntt c  3 0 1 0
Hill 2b  3 1 1 1 Cunsell ss  3 0 0 0
Castillo 2b  1 0 0 0 VSants p  0 0 0 0
Vglsng p  2 1 1 1 Grieve ph  1 0 0 0
JBtista ph  1 0 0 0 Burba p  0 0 0 0
Grabow p  0 0 0 0 Wise p  0 0 0 0
Mdows p  0 0 0 0 Brnyan ph  1 0 0 0
Gnzalez p  0 0 0 0 Kinney p  0 0 0 0
ANunez ph  1 0 1 0  
Mesa p  0 0 0 0  
Totals  37 4 10 4 Totals 30 1 5 1
Pittsburgh  030 010 000—4
Milwaukee  000 100 000—1

E—Helms (11). DP—Pittsburgh 2.
LOB—Pittsburgh 7, Milwaukee 3. 2B—JWil-
son (24), Vogelsong (2). 3B—JWilson (8).
HR—Jenkins (15). SB—TRedman (11). CS—
ANunez (3).

 IP H R ER BB SO
Pittsburgh  
Vogelsong W,3-7 5 3 1 1 1 4
Grabow  1 1 0 0 0 1
Meadows  1 1 0 0 0 1
Gonzalez  1 0 0 0 0 1
Mesa S,30  1 0 0 0 0 0
Milwaukee  
VSantos L,9-6  5 7 4 3 0 6
Burba  2 1 0 0 0 1
Wise  1 1 0 0 0 1
Kinney  1 1 0 0 0 0

HBP—by VSantos (Bay). T—2:34. A—35,152
(41,900).

Rockies 8, Diamondbacks 4
ARIZONA  COLORADO  

 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
McCkn rf  4 1 1 0 Miles 2b  3 1 1 1
Olson cf  4 0 1 0 Clayton ss  5 0 1 0
LGnzlz lf  4 0 0 1 Helton 1b  3 0 1 1
Hlnbrn 1b  5 0 2 1 LWalkr rf  4 1 1 0
Cintron ss  3 0 0 0 PrWlsn cf  4 1 3 1
Dssens p  0 0 0 0 Burnitz lf  4 2 1 1
Hirston 2b  3 2 2 1 CJhson c  4 1 0 0
Tracy 3b  3 1 2 1 LuGnzl 3b  3 1 1 1
Brito c  4 0 0 0 Estes p  2 0 0 0
Webb p  1 0 0 0 MaSwy ph  1 1 0 1
Choate p  0 0 0 0 Smpson p  0 0 0 0
DBtista ph  1 0 0 0 TGreen ph  1 0 1 1
Rndlph p  0 0 0 0 Brnero p  0 0 0 0
Terrero cf  0 0 0 0 Dhmnn p  0 0 0 0

 Chacon p  0 0 0 0
Totals  32 4 8 4 Totals 34 8 10 7
Arizona  000 110 002—4
Colorado  100 005 11x—8

E—Hillenbrand (10), Hairston 2 (6). DP—Ar-
izona 1, Colorado 2. LOB—Arizona 9, Colo-
rado 12. 2B—McCracken (5), Olson (7), Miles
(13), PrWilson (9). 3B—Hairston (6).
HR—Hairston (7). SB—PrWilson (2). SF—Tra-
cy, Miles.

 IP H R ER BB SO
Arizona  
Webb L,4-12  52/3 5 6 1 4 3
Choate  1/3 1 0 0 0 1
Randolph  12/3 3 2 2 3 0
Dessens  1/3 1 0 0 0 0
Colorado  
Estes W,11-4  6 6 2 2 3 2
Simpson  1 0 0 0 1 2
Bernero  11/3 2 2 2 1 0
Dohmann  1/3 0 0 0 1 0
Chacon S,25  1/3 0 0 0 1 0

Dessens pitched to 1 batter in the 8th.
HBP—by Choate (LWalker), by Webb
(LuGonzalez). WP—Webb 2. T—2:58.
A—32,392 (50,449).

 IP H R ER BB SO
Cleveland  
Tadano L,1-1  32/3 8 7 3 2 1
Durbin  22/3 5 2 2 1 1
Miller  12/3 3 1 1 0 0
Kansas City  
Greinke W,3-8  5 7 3 3 2 4
Carrasco  3 2 0 0 0 1
Field  1 0 0 0 1 0

HBP—by Durbin (Berroa), by Greinke
(Blake), by Tadano (DeJesus). WP—Durbin.
T—2:55. A—27,689 (40,785).

Angels 9, Mariners 8 (11)
SEATTLE  ANAHEIM  

 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
ISuzuki rf  6 3 3 1 Eckstin ss  5 1 3 1
Winn cf  4 1 1 0 Dnnelly p  0 0 0 0
BBoone 2b  6 1 2 2 Figgins 3b  5 1 1 0
EMrtnz dh  4 1 2 0 GAndsn cf  6 1 1 0
Blmqist dh  0 0 0 0 VGrero rf  2 1 1 1
Jcbsen dh  1 0 0 0 Pride lf  2 1 1 0
Ibanez lf  5 1 3 3 JGillen lf  6 2 5 4
JoCbra 3b  5 0 1 0 Quinlan 1b  5 1 2 1
Spiezio 1b  5 0 1 0 Salmon dh  4 0 0 0
Lopez ss  5 0 0 0 Amzga ss  0 0 0 0
Olivo c  5 1 1 1 BMolna c  2 0 0 1

 JMolna c  1 0 1 0
 Erstad pr  0 1 0 0
 Paul c  0 0 0 0
 AKndy 2b  3 0 1 0

Totals  46 8 14 7 Totals 41 9 16 8
Seattle  005 010 001 01—8
Anaheim  000 320 110 02—9
No outs when winning run scored.

E—JoCabrera (5), BMolina (3). DP—Ana-
heim 1. LOB—Seattle 9, Anaheim 11.
2B—Quinlan (11). HR—ISuzuki (4), Ibanez
(13), Olivo (9), VGuerrero (23), JGuillen (20).
SB—Bloomquist (9). CS—JGuillen (4).
S—Winn, Pride, Paul, AKennedy. SF—BMoli-
na.

 IP H R ER BB SO
Seattle  
Blackley  41/3 7 5 4 2 4
Atchison  22/3 4 1 1 0 2
Hasegawa  2/3 2 1 1 0 0
MMyers  2/3 0 0 0 0 0
Putz  11/3 1 0 0 2 1
Sherrill  1/3 0 0 0 0 1
Guardado L,2-2  0 2 2 2 0 0
Anaheim  
KEscobar  6 9 6 6 1 4
Gregg  1 1 0 0 0 0
Shields  1 0 0 0 0 1
Percival  1 2 1 1 1 0
Donnelly W,3-2  2 2 1 1 0 3

Guardado pitched to 2 batters in the 11th.
HBP—by Putz (Eckstein), by KEscobar
(Winn). WP—Blackley, Hasegawa, Gregg.
PB—Olivo. T—4:06. A—43,576 (45,030).

Devil Rays 6, Blue Jays 5
TORONTO  TAMPA BAY  

 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Rios rf  4 1 1 0 Crwfrd lf  4 1 1 0
Hinske 3b  4 1 1 2 Baldelli cf  4 1 2 0
VWells cf  4 0 1 0 Huff 3b  4 1 1 2
CDlgdo 1b  4 2 2 2 TMrtnz dh  4 0 0 0
Zaun c  4 0 1 0 JoCruz rf  2 0 0 0
Jhnson lf  4 1 1 0 Lugo ss  2 2 0 1
Ctlnotto dh  3 0 1 0 Fick 1b  4 1 2 2
Berg pr  0 0 0 0 RSnchz 2b  0 0 0 0
Gomez ss  4 0 2 0 Blum 2b  4 0 2 1
OHudsn 2b  4 0 0 1 Frdyce c  3 0 0 0
Totals  35 5 10 5 Totals 31 6 8 6
Toronto  010 100 021—5
Tampa Bay  024 000 00x—6

E—Fordyce (2). DP—Tampa Bay 2. LOB—Tor-
onto 5, Tampa Bay 5. 2B—Baldelli 2 (17), Huff
(15). HR—Hinske (10), CDelgado 2 (15), Fick
(6). SB—Rios (6), JoCruz (9). CS—Blum (3).

 IP H R ER BB SO
Toronto  
Bush L,1-2  22/3 8 6 6 1 1
Nakamura  12/3 0 0 0 2 0
Speier  12/3 0 0 0 0 3
Frederick  2 0 0 0 0 3
Tampa Bay  
JoSosa W,3-0  5 4 2 2 2 5
Harper  2 4 2 2 0 3
TreMiller  1 0 0 0 0 1
DBaez S,21  1 2 1 1 0 1

Harper pitched to 3 batters in the 8th.
HBP—by Bush (Lugo). WP—Bush, Speier,
Harper. T—2:39. A—17,418 (43,969).

Tigers 3, White Sox 2 (10)
CHICAGO  DETROIT  

 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Rwand cf  4 0 2 1 ASnchz cf  5 1 3 1
TPerez lf  3 0 0 0 Infante 2b  5 0 1 0
CaLee dh  4 1 1 0 IRdrgz c  3 0 0 0
Knerko 1b  4 0 1 1 DYong 1b  5 0 1 0
Crede 3b  4 0 0 0 CGillen ss  4 0 1 1
Brchrd rf  4 0 1 0 RoWhte dh  3 1 0 0
Vlentin ss  3 1 0 0 Thmes lf  4 1 1 0
Uribe 2b  2 0 0 0 Hggnsn rf  2 0 0 0
WHarrs 2b  1 0 0 0 Inge 3b  3 0 0 1
SAlmr c  3 0 0 0  
Gload ph  1 0 0 0  
Burke c  0 0 0 0  
Totals  33 2 5 2 Totals 34 3 7 3
Chicago  000 011 000 0—2
Detroit  000 020 000 1—3
Two outs when winning run scored.

E—Valentin (16), Infante (8). DP—Chicago
1, Detroit 1. LOB—Chicago 5, Detroit 9.
2B—Rowand 2 (24), CaLee (27). SB—Rowand
(12). S—TPerez, Uribe, Higginson.

 IP H R ER BB SO
Chicago  
Buehrle  9 5 2 2 3 3
Politte L,0-3  2/3 2 1 1 2 1
Detroit  
Maroth  9 5 2 2 2 3
Urbina W,4-5  1 0 0 0 0 0

HBP—by Buehrle (Higginson). WP—Ma-
roth. T—2:28. A—40,471 (40,120).

Athletics 9, Rangers 4
OAKLAND  TEXAS  

 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Kotsay cf  6 0 1 1 EYong 2b  2 1 1 0
McLmr 2b  4 2 1 0 MYong ss  4 1 1 0
Scutaro 2b  1 0 0 0 ASrano dh  3 0 2 2
EChavz 3b  5 1 2 0 Txeira 1b  4 0 0 0
Httberg 1b  5 1 1 1 Perry 3b  3 0 0 0
DMiller c  3 3 2 1 BJordn rf  4 1 1 1
Durazo dh  4 1 2 2 Mathws cf  3 0 0 0
Crosby ss  3 0 0 1 Mench lf  1 0 0 0
Byrnes lf  5 1 1 1 Blalock 3b  2 0 0 0
Kielty rf  4 0 1 2 Brajas c  4 1 1 1
Totals  40 9 11 9 Totals 30 4 6 4
Oakland  000 330 300—9
Texas  013 000 000—4

E—EYoung (3), Blalock (11). DP—Oakland
3. LOB—Oakland 11, Texas 5. 2B—EChavez
(10), Kielty (11), ASoriano (18). HR—BJordan
(1), Barajas (13).

 IP H R ER BB SO
Oakland  
Zito W,7-7  52/3 5 4 4 5 4
Duchscherer  21/3 1 0 0 1 1
RRincon  1 0 0 0 0 1
Texas  
Drese L,7-6  41/3 5 6 4 4 1
Ramirez  12/3 1 0 0 2 1
JeNelson  1 2 3 1 1 0
BShouse  2 3 0 0 0 2

PB—Barajas. T—3:05. A—50,708 (49,115).

National League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Atlanta 57 46 .553 —
Philadelphia 53 51 .510 4½
Florida 52 52 .500 5½
New York 49 54 .476 8
Montreal 41 63 .394 16½

Central Division
St. Louis 66 37 .641 —
Chicago 56 48 .538 10½
Houston 52 52 .500 14½
Cincinnati 51 53 .490 15½
Milwaukee 50 53 .485 16
Pittsburgh 49 53 .480 16½

West Division
Los Angeles 60 43 .583 —
San Diego 58 46 .558 2½
San Francisco 57 49 .538 4½
Colorado 46 58 .442 14½
Arizona 33 73 .311 28½

Saturday’s games
Cincinnati 3, Houston 2, 13 innings, 1st

game
Houston 8, Cincinnati 0, 2nd game
Philadelphia 4, Chicago Cubs 3
Montreal 8, Florida 5
Atlanta 8, N.Y. Mets 0
Pittsburgh 4, Milwaukee 1
Colorado 8, Arizona 4
San Diego 3, Los Angeles 2
San Francisco 8, St. Louis 7

Sunday’s games
N.Y. Mets at Atlanta
Houston at Cincinnati
Pittsburgh at Milwaukee
Philadelphia at Chicago Cubs
Montreal at Florida
Arizona at Colorado
Los Angeles at San Diego
St. Louis at San Francisco

Monday’s games
No games scheduled

Tuesday’s games
Atlanta at Houston
N.Y. Mets at Milwaukee
Montreal at St. Louis
Chicago Cubs at Colorado
Florida at Arizona
Philadelphia at San Diego
Pittsburgh at Los Angeles
Cincinnati at San Francisco

Saturday
Phillies 4, Cubs 3

PHILADELPHIA  CHICAGO  
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi

Rollins ss  4 0 1 0 TWalkr 2b  4 0 0 0
Utley 2b  4 1 0 0 CPttson cf  4 0 0 0
TJones p  0 0 0 0 SSosa rf  4 1 0 0
ToPerz 2b  0 0 0 0 Alou lf  3 1 1 1
BAbreu rf  3 1 1 2 DeLee 1b  3 1 0 0
Thome 1b  3 0 0 0 ARmrz 3b  3 0 2 1
Burrell lf  4 0 0 0 Barrett c  3 0 0 1
DaBell 3b  4 0 1 0 ASGzlz ss  3 0 0 0
Mchels cf  3 1 0 0 Clment p  2 0 0 0
Glnville cf  0 0 0 0 Godwin ph  1 0 0 0
Lbrthal c  4 1 2 2 Merckr p  0 0 0 0
Mllwod p  3 0 0 0 Wllmyr p  0 0 0 0
Crmier p  0 0 0 0  
Planco 2b  1 0 0 0  
Worrell p  0 0 0 0  
Totals  33 4 5 4 Totals 30 3 3 3
Philadelphia  022 000 000—4
Chicago  021 000 000—3

E—Michaels (3), TWalker (5), DeLee (4).
DP—Philadelphia 1, Chicago 1. LOB—Philadel-
phia 5, Chicago 3. 2B—Rollins (27), Alou (20).
HR—BAbreu (23), Lieberthal (12).

 IP H R ER BB SO
Philadelphia  
Millwood W,9-6  62/3 3 3 2 3 8
Cormier  1 0 0 0 0 0
TJones  1/3 0 0 0 0 0
Worrell S,11  1 0 0 0 0 0
Chicago  
Clement L,8-10  7 4 4 2 1 10
Mercker  1 0 0 0 1 2
Wellemeyer  1 1 0 0 1 1

Balk—Mercker. T—2:46. A—39,086 (39,345).

Giants 8, Cardinals 7
ST. LOUIS  SAN FRANCISCO  

 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
MAndn 2b  4 0 0 0 Drham 2b  3 2 2 3
Kline p  0 0 0 0 Tucker rf  5 1 2 1
Luna lf  1 0 1 0 Snow 1b  3 1 1 2
Rnteria ss  3 2 1 0 Bonds lf  3 0 0 0
Pujols 1b  5 1 2 0 Alfonzo 3b  3 1 1 0
Rolen 3b  4 2 2 1 Herges p  0 0 0 0
Edmnd cf  5 2 4 4 Chrstns p  0 0 0 0
Tguchi lf  3 0 0 1 Przyns c  4 1 1 1
Eldred p  0 0 0 0 Grssom cf  4 1 1 1
Cedeno ph  1 0 1 1 NPerez ss  4 0 1 0
Mabry rf  5 0 3 0 Rueter p  2 1 1 0
YMlina c  5 0 1 0 Rnsom ph  1 0 0 0
Mrquis pr  0 0 0 0 Brower p  0 0 0 0
Morris p  0 0 0 0 Eyre p  0 0 0 0
Haren p  2 0 0 0 Feliz 3b  1 0 1 0
Wmack 2b  3 0 0 0  
Totals  41 7 15 7 Totals 33 8 11 8
St. Louis  001 020 202—7
San Francisco  800 000 00x—8

E—MAnderson (6), Durham (12), Snow (3).
DP—St. Louis 1, San Francisco 2. LOB—St.
Louis 11, San Francisco 6. 2B—Pujols (28), Ed-
monds 2 (30), Mabry (8), YMolina (4), Tucker
(17), Snow (20), Alfonzo (17), NPerez (11),
Feliz (19). 3B—Durham (4). HR—Rolen (24),
Edmonds (28). CS—Durham (4). SF—Taguchi.

 IP H R ER BB SO
St. Louis  
Morris L,11-7  2/3 7 8 8 1 0
Haren  41/3 1 0 0 3 2
Kline  11/3 0 0 0 0 1
Eldred  12/3 3 0 0 0 1
San Francisco  
Rueter W,6-8  5 9 3 3 2 3
Brower  12/3 1 2 2 1 0
Eyre  2/3 2 0 0 0 0
Herges  2/3 3 2 2 0 0
Christiansen S,3  1 0 0 0 0 0

Herges pitched to 3 batters in the 9th.
HBP—by Morris (Alfonzo). T—3:03. A—42,633
(41,584).
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The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Ray
Durham’s bases-loaded triple
capped an eight-run first inning
uprising against Matt Morris,
which proved to be just enough as
the San Francisco Giants edged
St. Louis 8-7 on Saturday night,
ending the Cardinals’ winning
streak at five games.

Morris (11-7) got just two outs
in a disastrous outing, allowing
seven hits and a walk and hitting
another of the 11 batters he faced.

The Giants
snapped a
three-game los-
ing streak de-
spite getting
just four hits
after the first.

St. Louis’ potent lineup eventu-
ally got within a run in the ninth,
but San Francisco’s bullpen avoid-
ed an even bigger debacle than
Morris’ performance.

“If you score eight and then
you don’t score any more and get
beat, you have to wait for another
full moon to win a game,” Giants
manager Felipe Alou said.

Moments after Scott Rolen hit
his 24th homer off closer Matt
Herges in the ninth, Jim Ed-
monds doubled and scored on
pinch-hitter Roger Cedeno’s sin-
gle to trim the Giants’ lead to 8-7.

But John Mabry grounded into
a double play before Jason Chris-
tiansen gave up a single to Yadier
Molina. Christiansen then got
Tony Womack to ground out for
his third save in four chances.

J.T. Snow’s double scored
Durham and Michael Tucker
with the Giants’ first runs. After
Barry Bonds grounded out, six of
the next seven batters reached
base.

A.J. Pierzynski and Marquis
Grissom had run-scoring singles
before Durham cleared the bases

and then scored himself on Tuck-
er’s double.

Padres3,Dodgers2: Phil Nev-
in’s infield single drove in the
go-ahead run in the eighth and
Jay Payton and Mark Loretta also
had RBIs as the host Padres over-
came a home run by Dodgers
starter Kazuhisa Ishii and pulled
within 2½ games of first-place
Los Angeles in the NL West.

Akinori Otsuka (6-2) got the
final out of the eighth, and Trevor
Hoffman pitched a perfect ninth
for his 29th save in 32 chances.

Rockies 8, Diamondbacks 4:
Shawn Estes (11-4) pitched six in-
nings and host Colorado took ad-
vantage of Arizona’s shoddy de-
fense in a five-run sixth. Colorado
has won five straight over Arizo-
na and seven of nine overall.

Arizona starter Brandon Webb
(4-12) allowed six hits and six
runs, but just one was earned.

Astros 8, Reds 0: Darren Oliv-
er (3-3), acquired from Florida on
July 22, made his first start for
the Astros and allowed only
Adam Dunn’s single in five in-
nings. Three Astros combined on
a four-hitter and Carlos Beltran
and Mike Lamb homered in a
six-run ninth. Brandon Claussen
(1-1) pitched into the sixth, allow-
ing three hits and five walks in
his third start for the Reds.

Phillies 4, Cubs 3: Mike Lie-
berthal and Bobby Abreu each hit
two-run homers following Chica-
go errors, helping Philadelphia
end a five-game losing skid.

Kevin Millwood (9-6) pitched
62/3 innings, retiring 10 of the last
11 batters he faced. He allowed
three runs — two earned — and
three hits while striking out eight.
Tim Worrell pitched the ninth for
his 11th save in 15 chances.

Pirates4, Brewers1: Ryan Vo-
gelsong (3-7), starting for the trad-
ed Kris Benson, gave up three
hits and one run in five innings in
his first start since June 23. He
struck out four and walked one.

Jose Mesa pitched the ninth for
his 30th save in 32 chances.

Braves 8, Mets 0: Jaret
Wright stayed undefeated in July
and Johnny Estrada homered to
spoil the Mets debut of Kris Ben-
son. Pitching against the Braves
for the third straight start, Ben-
son (8-9) lasted only five innings
and lost his second in a row.

The Braves tagged him for
seven runs on seven hits in this
one as the Mets lost for the 13th
time in 18 games.

Wright (9-5) allowed three hits
in seven innings and improved to
4-0 this month.

Expos 8, Marlins 5: Terrmel
Sledge hit his first career grand
slam after Paul Lo Duca hit a
two-run homer in his first at-bat
for Florida. Lo Duca, acquired
with two other players from Los
Angeles on Friday, joined the
Marlins in their dugout in the
fifth inning and homered in the
sixth as a pinch-hitter.

Giants rout Morris with big first,
then hang on in ninth to top Cards

Eight’s enough,
but only barely

AP

Montreal Expos second baseman Jose Vidro waits with the ball to tag out Florida Marlins baserunner Juan

Pierre on a steal attempt in the first inning of Saturday night’s game in Miami. The Expos beat Florida 8-5.

AP

Catcher Mike Piazza talks with

Kris Benson during New York’s

8-0 loss to Atlanta in Benson’s

Mets debut on Saturday.
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BY ROSS NEWHAN

Los Angeles Times

The Big Unit wasn’t traded on deadline
Saturday, but a big parcel of the Red Sox
Nation was.

In a spotlight-stealing, four-team block-
buster, Nomar Garciaparra exchanged one
curse for another, going from landmark sta-
tus among Boston fans to the short-
stop-needy Chicago Cubs.

What to make of a
trade in which Orlando
Cabrera moves from
the Montreal Expos to
become the Red Sox
shortstop and Garciap-
arra escapes a cycle of

negativity that began with Boston’s off-sea-
son attempt to acquire Alex Rodriguez?
What to think of the New York Yankees’
success in coercing the Chicago White Sox
to take the inconsistent Jose Contreras in
exchange for the more reliable Esteban
Loaiza? What to feel about Paul DePod-
esta’s bullpen-busting, outfield-altering,
chemistry-challenging overhaul of the divi-
sion-leading Dodgers after he failed to
land the battery of Johnson & Johnson?
Some answers:

No more Nomar:

This complex transaction should prove
positive for the Cubs, whose shortstops (i.e.
Alex Gonzalez, now Cabrera’s replace-
ment in Montreal) were the least produc-
tive in the National League, and for Garcia-
parra.

Not only does he go from one wild card
possibility to another, securing a
two-month look at a new league before be-
coming eligible for free agency, but he gets
to breathe some fresh air.

“The media there dwelled on a percep-
tion of how unhappy they thought Nomar
was,” his dad, Ramon, said from his La
Habra Heights, Calif., home Saturday,
“and that just kept spreading even though

Nomar never said anything to support it.
“I mean, I don’t know how unhappy he

could have been when he just built a $3 mil-
lion house in Boston that he hasn’t even
had the chance to move into yet, but we
talked today and he definitely thinks this
trade will be good for him.

“The hard part will be leaving the fans,
but he’s going to a good team and he should
get more of a chance now to relax and go
play. There were so many negatives going
on with the team and his situation in Bos-
ton.”

While the Cubs were giving up little for a
franchise player, the Red Sox landed two
Gold Glove winners in the trade — Ca-
brera and Minnesota Twins’ first baseman
Doug Mientkiewicz — and in a separate
deal improved their depth and speed by ac-
quiring Dave Roberts from the Dodgers.

“The reality is that we’ve been a .500
team for three months now,” Boston Gener-
al Manager Theo Epstein said. “We had a
potential fatal flaw with our defense that
this trade helps correct, and we have more
dimension now with a guy like Dave Rob-
erts.”

All of that may be true, but on a day that
many in New England thought they would
never see, the Red Sox trading the popular
Garciaparra out of the division and league,
the hated Yankees weren’t simply sitting
idle.

No way, Jose:

Lacking the type of prospects that might
have influenced the Diamondbacks to
trade Randy Johnson, the suspicion is that
Yankee owner George Steinbrenner was
determined to improve his fragile rotation.

The remarkable part of it was that the
Yankees found a taker for the enigmatic
Contreras, who was pounded by Baltimore
on Thursday, is 8-5 with a 5.64 earned-run
average and has almost 2½ years left on
the bust of a four-year, $32-million con-
tract. Of course, the Yankees dipped into
petty cash and agreed to include $4 million

in the deal for Loaiza, who won 21 games
for the White Sox last year but has rivaled
Contreras as a 2004 disappointment at 9-5,
4.86 and will be eligible for free agency.

When the accountants had finished, the
suddenly struggling White Sox saw a great-
er upside with the multiyear commitment
to the latent talent of Contreras while the
Yankees, eyeing October, preferred
Loaiza’s experience, stability and All-Star
credentials.

No whining, please:

There is much at risk in the moves DePo-
desta made in the 48 hours before the dead-
line, but stop the wailing. If the freshman
general manager hadn’t tried to add a pitch-
er and/or hitter, as the letter writers and
talk shows urged, what would have been
the reaction?

Brad Penny upgrades the rotation while
Hideo Nomo and Edwin Jackson remain
on the disabled list and Jose Lima works
with mirrors.

Steve Finley improves the offense while
the Dodgers continue to pray that the bone

spur in Adrian Beltre’s ankle doesn’t break
loose, and Hee Seop Choi arrives with
more home runs than Shawn Green.

Should DePodesta have known that
Charles Johnson was going to reject the
chance to join the Dodgers before trading
Paul Lo Duca? Well, Johnson changed his
mind so many times during the process
that the Colorado Rockies catcher might
have been diagnosed with altitude sick-
ness.

Should DePodesta have known that he
couldn’t satisfy Arizona’s demands for
Randy Johnson before settling on Penny?
Well, multiple sources now agree that it
was hard to know what the Diamondbacks
really wanted for Johnson or if they ever re-
ally intended to trade him or even if they
ever presented the Dodgers to him. As for
settling on Penny, didn’t he have a 2-0
record in the World Series and isn’t his
earned-run average the NL’s 11th best and
better than that of any Dodger except Oda-
lis Perez, who is also 3.15?

Make no mistake, there are issues here.
Can Darren Dreifort and Duaner Sanchez
replace the setup dominance of Guillermo
Mota? Is Choi an emerging threat or are his
.194 average against left-handers and .224
average with runners in scoring position
telltale concerns? Can David Ross and
Brent Mayne replace Lo Duca, and can the
Dodgers compensate for the loss of leader-
ship from Lo Duca and Roberts?

Chemistry, of course, is a mysterious
thing, but it is worth remembering that
Dodger chemistry wasn’t worth much in
the second half of last season when Lo
Duca slumped badly, a management con-
cern that was compounded by his falloff
this June and July.

“I think chemistry is important,” DePod-
esta said, “but I think it’s more than guys
getting along. It’s also guys making the
guys around them even better, and I think
the guys we’re bringing in have a chance to
do that.”

The benefit of doubt? On deadline Satur-
day, at least, the GM gets it.

ERA, FROM BACK PAGE

The Cubs got Garciaparra and
minor league outfielder Matt Mur-
ton. Montreal acquired Gonzalez,
pitcher Francis Beltran and in-
fielder Brendan Harris and the
Twins got minor league pitcher
Justin Jones.

“It was complicated — so many
teams,” Twins GM Terry Ryan
said. “I can see why things get
bogged down. I don’t know if
deadlines are a good thing or not,
we were real close.”

The Red Sox were close to deal-
ing Garciaparra last winter after
he rejected a four-year, $60 mil-
lion extension.

Boston tried to acquire Alex Ro-
driguez from Texas to play short-
stop and although it would have
been Manny Ramirez going to the
Rangers, the Red Sox would have
then shipped out Garciaparra,
possibly to either the Chicago
White Sox or Los Angeles.

Instead, Rodriguez went to the
Yankees and Garciaparra stayed
and stewed. Confessing that his
feelings were hurt, he said he still
wanted to finish his career with
the Red Sox.

But the good feelings didn’t last
through spring training. After
eight hitless at-bats, he injured
his Achilles tendon and missed 57

games with an injury that was
supposed to keep him out a week.

Garciaparra, 31, is batting .321
with five home runs and 21 RBIs
in 38 games this season.

The Cubs hoped to have Garcia-
parra available Sunday at Wrig-
ley Field to play against Philadel-
phia.

“I hope so. I have not talked to
him yet. He is not too far up the
road in Minneapolis, so hopefully
he will be here,” Hendry said.

Cabrera, a former Gold Glove
winner, is batting .246 with four
home runs and 31 RBIs. The Ex-
pos’ future is uncertain, and
they’ve often been forced to trade
their best players for young, inex-
pensive talent.

“Just the fact that I didn’t sign
back with the team, you can tell
from there that I don’t like the sit-
uation,” Cabrera said.

“I’m really excited. I’m going to
a contending team. They’re fight-
ing for the wild card right now,”
he said. “Obviously, I have to fill
some big shoes with Nomar.”

Gonzalez has been injured for
much of the season. He’s hitting
only .222 with three home runs
and eight RBIs.

Mientkiewicz is hitting .246
with five homers and 25 RBIs. A
crowded roster made him expend-
able for the AL Central leaders.

Era: Garciaparra unhappy
with offseason trade talk

Dodgers are biggest gamblers at deadline

AP

Dodgers General Manager Paul DePodesta

took a big risk by trading popular catcher

Paul Lo Duca, left, to the Florida Marlins.
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BY HOWARD ULMAN

The Associated Press

BOSTON — No more Nomar.
Trade rumors finally turned into reality

when the Boston Red Sox sent five-time
All-Star shortstop Nomar Garciaparra to the
Chicago Cubs in a four-team deal Saturday
shortly before baseball’s trade deadline.

Montreal shortstop Orlando Cabrera, Cubs
shortstop Alex Gonzalez and Minnesota first
baseman Doug Mientkiewicz also moved in a
trade so big that it caught the attention of big

leaguers all
over.

“I can’t real-
ly picture him
playing any-
where else,”
New York Yan-
kees star Derek
Jeter said of
Garciaparra.
“You think Red
Sox, Nomar’s
the first name
you think of.”

Cubs Gener-
al Manager Jim
Hendry was
gleeful to get
him.

“When I got
out of the car

this morning about 7, I think, I was prepared
for a real big day for the Cubs or I would be in
here hanging my head a little bit today,” he
said. “You never go to work thinking he’s
going to be available.”

Garciaparra was in the final year of his con-
tract, and Red Sox GM Theo Epstein said he
wasn’t confident the team would be able to
re-sign the two-time AL batting champion.
Garciaparra was dressed in his Red Sox jer-
sey, preparing to play at Minnesota, when he
heard about the trade.

“My initial reaction was ‘wow,’ ” he said.

“If it was in my control, I’d still be wearing
a Red Sox uniform, because it’s the place I
know, I love. All of those fans, I’ll always re-
member. But I’m also going to another great
place. I’m going to a phenomenal city with
great tradition as well, phenomenal fans,
great organization.”

And he added: “Hopefully, we’ll see them in
the World Series.”

The Red Sox wound up with Cabrera and
Mientkiewicz, both Gold Glovers.

“I thought there was a flaw on the club that
we couldn’t allow to become a fatal flaw, that

the defense on this team is not championship

caliber,” Epstein said. “In my mind we were

not going to win a World Series with our de-

fense the way it was.”

SEE ERA ON PAGE 31

SS Garciaparra
traded to Cubs
in four-team deal

End of an era in Boston
Deadline deals

Several teams swapped
players in the hours before
Saturday’s non-waiver trade
deadline. Some of the highlights:

AP

Nomar Garciaparra tips his cap to the crowd after hitting a grand slam earlier this season at Fen-

way Park. Garciaparra, a fixture in Boston for almost a decade, was traded to the Chicago Cubs

in a four-team deal Saturday that also involved shortstops Orlando Cabrera and Alex Gonzalez.
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Dolphins
turning
to Minor
to plug
major hole
left by
Williams
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Derek Jeter

N.Y. Yankees shortstop

Zito befuddles Texas again
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At 38 years old,
Tyson unlikely
to get up from
latest fall in

turbulent career
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USA routs
Puerto Rico
in exhibition

despite
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some of its
biggest stars
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